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So far in Matthew...

* The genealogy in » The magi soughtthe
Matthew chapter 1 King of the Jews.

gives Jesus Christ's « john the Baptist &

qualifications as a Christ both declared,
descendent of “Repent, for the
Abraham through kingdom of heaven
Judah & through is at hand”, & Jesus
David to be the declared the gospel
Messiah, the of the kingdom to

King of Israel. the people of Israel.
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The Sermon on the Mount

¢ In the Sermon on ¢ All that He said was

the Mount Jesus with a view to the

presented to the coming kingdom for
people of Israel in the people of Israel
the land of Israel in the land of Israel,
the content of the including that entry
gospel of the into that kingdom

kingdom. was not guaranteed.

Jesus said nothing about believing in his
death, burial & resurrection for salvation.




[image: image3.png]Christ to die for us in Matthew 1:18-21

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows:
when His mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 19 And
Joseph her husband, being a righteous man
and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to
send her away secretly. 20 But when he had
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife; for the Child who has been conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a
Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for

He will save His people from their sins."
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Just after the Sermon on the Mount

» Just after Christ » Capernaum served
gave the Sermon as a sort of head-
on the Mount He quarters for His
came down from ministry in the Sea
that place & then of Galilee region,
headed toward named 16 times &
Capernaum. in all four Gospels.

...and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled
in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region
of Zebulun and Naphtali. Matthew 4:13
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Two things happened on the way...

* As Jesus was * And as He came
headed from into Capernaum
the Mount to He was met by a
Capernaum, Roman centurion
He was met who asked that his
by a leper. servant be healed.

Each will find that Christ heals,

as a validation that He was the Messiah,
but we’ll also find remarkable contrasts.
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Large crowds followed Him

* In Jesus’ public » But within a few
ministry we will see chapters, we’ll see
that crowds often that Jesus begins:
followed Hlm., & . Speaking to the
Matthew 8:1 is crowds in parables.

among the verses
that makes note
of the crowds,
which were at
times quite large.

» Taking leave of the
crowds, at times.

» He’'lldothesethings
to focus on His
disciples &to pray.
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A leper bowed before Him

* As Jesus moved * Inthe Law of Moses
from the Mount to (Leviticus 13 & 14),
Capernaum, aleper the lawful manner of
bowed before Him. dealing with lepers

« Leprosy in biblical was prescribed, &
times was a name every bit of it was
given to various very, very sad, but...
diseases which * The Law of Moses
were difficult to had a procedure for

diagnose &treat. declaring one cured.
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The brief but life-changing interaction

e "Lord, if You are ¢ Matthew records
willing, You can that the leper was
make me clean.” immediately healed
3 Jesus stretched of the leprosy.
out His hand and « Such healing by the
touched him, rabbis was rare, &
saying, "l am then only by prayer
willing; be & only as a mere
cleansed. possibility.

| Jesus, in contrast, just directly healed. |
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Remarkable!

» Jesus did some » Jesus told the man
remarkable things: that He was willing

« Jesus began by to heal hlm, dlreCtly'
touching the man, < Jesus told him not
when the Law of to tell anyone, but
Moses required to take the matter
him to go about to the priest, as
declaring himself, required by the
“Unclean! Unclean!” Law of Moses,

(Leviticus 13:5)! as atestimony!
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Then, as Jesus entered Capernaum...

* As Jesus entered
Capernaum, a
Roman centurion
pleaded with Him,
saying that his
servant (or son)
was sick with a
paralyzing disease
& greatly tormented.

This is extraordinary
in that the centurion
was a Gentile, to
whom Jesus was
not sent, nor did He
send His disciples
(Matthew 10 & 15).

The centurion could
demand Him to come.
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Jesus expressed willingness, but...

» Jesus immediately -+ if Christ would but

expressed a ready say the word from
willingnessto goto right there that the
heal the servant centurion’s servant
(or boy), but... (or son) would be
« The centurion said healed.
that he was not » The centurion likely
worthy to have knew that the Law
Christ come into kept Israelites from

his home, butthat... entering his home.
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The centurion was
under & also had authority

« The centurion was « Like the centurion’s
under the command soldiers & servants,
of others & he also who often carried
commanded others out the centurion’s
who were under his will at a distance,

authority, both the the centurion was
ones in the military quite certain that
as well as his own Jesus could heal

household servants. from a distance.
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Jesus marveled at his faith!

» Jesus marveled * Then Jesus spoke
at the faith of of many who would
this centurion! come & sit down with

« He said that He Abraham, Isaac &
had not found this Jacob in the coming
kind of faith in all kingdom of heaven,
of the Israel — the but Jews who ought
chosen nation & to be there would
people of God. be in outerdarkness.

Being Jewish doesn’t get one into the kingdom!
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So Jesus told the centurion

< Based on his faith, « while Jesus was

Jesusthen told this at the entrance to
centurion that his Capernaum, likely
servant (or son), the west end of the
would be healed, city, & the Roman
& Matthew wrote centurion’s house
that the healing was to the east of
took place that the city, with the

very hour... Roman garrison.
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Jesus did these miracles as a
validation that He was the Messiah

» The Old Testament + When John the
prophets said that Baptist inquired

the Messiah & His from prison if Jesus
times would come was really the

with miracles & Christ, Jesus told
healing (Isaiah John’s disciples to
29:18,19:35:5,6; report back to John

42:7;61:1-3, et al). (Matthew 11:5):

“...the blind receive sight & the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed & the deaf hear...”
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We were & are...

» Though we are in * We were also like
the body of Christ, the centurion, who
& not of those inthe  was unworthy to
people & the land of  have the Lord of

Israel, each of us glory come into his
was, spiritually home, yet He both
speaking, like the made His home in
leper whom Jesus ourhearts & we were
touched & healed. also placed in Him.

| We are intended for intimacy with Christ. |
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