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hew 6:25-34 in poetic pattern

"For this reason | say to you,
do not be worried about your life, as to
what you will eat or
what you will drink; nor for
your body, as to
what you will put on.
Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothing? 26
Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow,
nor reaﬁ
nor gather into barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not worth much more than they? 27
And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28
And why are you worried about clothing?
Observe how the lilies of the field grow;
they do not toil nor
do they spin, 29
yet | say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 30
But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which is alive today and
omorrow is thrown into the furnace,
will  He not much more clothe you?
You of little faith! 31
Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or
"What will we drink?" or
'What will we wear for clothing?' 32
For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things;
for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33
But seek first His kingdom and
His righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you. 34 So
do not worry about tomorrow;
for tomorrow will care for itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own."
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Don’t worry about it!

» Jesussays ‘donot  + One of the primary

worry’ in the start, observations to be
the middle & the end made in what Jesus
of this passage. says is that He

« In between those centers His words
He explains the on worry about
‘why not’ & talks physical needs —
about the central basic provisions
focus of their own of food & C|0th|ng. ..

tendency to worry. & there is a reason.
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He spoke to Israelites

» Jesus spoke tothe + Andthe physical &
Israelites in the land earthly ways they
of Israel, with a view were inclined to

to His reigning as worry about were
their King in the about not being
coming kingdom. blessed physically.

According to Deuteronomy 28:1-14, if a
Jew was obedient to the Law of Moses,
he would be blessed in earthly ways, &
the worry for provision wouldn’t be there.
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"Now it shall be, if you diligently obey

the Lord your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which | command you today,
the Lord your God will set you high above all

the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings
will come upon you and overtake you if you obey
the Lord your God: 3 Blessed shall you be in the
city, and blessed shall you be in the country. 4
Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and
the produce of your ground and the offspring of
your beasts, the increase of your herd and the
young of your flock. 5 Blessed shall be your
basket and your kneading bow!. 6 Blessed shall
you be when you come in, and blessed shall you
be when you go out. - Blessings through verse 14
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8 The Lord will command the blessing upon
you in your barns and in all that you put your
hand to, and He will bless you in the land
which the Lord your God gives you...

11 The Lord will make you abound in
prosperity, in the offspring of your body and in
the offspring of your beast and in the produce
of your ground, in the land which the Lord
swore to your fathers to give you.

Blessing under the Law of Moses is in the land.
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Chapter 28 isn’t the only place

* There are other
passages that give
blessings & curses:

» Deuteronomy 7:12-
16; 14:28-15:6, 18;
16:15; 23:19-20;
24:19; 26:15, et al,
are all blessings.

» As for curses in
other passages:

Deuteronomy 29:21,
for individual Jews:

“Then the Lord will
single him out for
adversity from all

the tribes of Israel,
according to all the
curses ofthe covenant
which are written in
this book of the law.”
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One more reason
for the Israelites to worry

» Many of the » There were taxes to

Israelites were
inclined to worry
about their physical
provisions because
they had to pay for
the temple services
& synagogues...
as well as taxes.

the Romans & taxes
to Herod the Great,
& his descendents
who reigned after
him, who built things
& ‘volunteered’ the
Jews to pay for
many things.

The Jews paid for their own oppression.
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God’s provision & human pursuit

» Jesus compares the + Jesus contrasts the

care of God for the Gentiles’ pursuit of
birds & the flowers earthly needs with
to the care of God what the Israelites
for the Israelites. ought to pursue.

Jesus tells the Israelites that they are to
trust God for the physical provisions that

they most certainly need, & God knows
their needs, but their greatest need is to
trust God & what He’s already told them.
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His kingdom & His righteousness

* The Israelites, who + Those very same

were baptized into Israelites were also
Moses, & were all to seek the kind of
under the Law of righteousness that
Moses, & whose is defined by the
hope was in the Law of Moses.
coming kingdom « Jesus has used the
reign of Messiah word ‘righteousness’,
their King, were to as defined by the

seek that kingdom. Law, five times.
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* As we see in this * Though we are
passage, spoken by not Israelites, we
Jesus to Israelites, likewise are not to
who were baptized worry, even though
differently, blessed our perspective on
differently, hoped why we are not to

differently, & viewed worry is different.

Christ diffe_rently, « God is the same
worry was just not God, & our need is
God’s will for them. the same as Israel’s.
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Be anxious for nothing, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. 7
And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Isn’t “Be anxious for nothing” a very similar
message to “do not worry”? Paul’s alternative
to anxiety is to pray, an expression of trust in

God. Paul adds thanksgiving, a most fitting
response to God’s grace, which is the reigning
principle under which we live (Romans 5:21).
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» So just what are e Jesus, & Paul are
the advantages telling us that the
of worrying about advantages of
things in our life? worrying are an

« Why is it that illusion — there
worrying seems aré none.
to have such a » Worry is an activity
universal appeal? of the sin nature.

Worry is a primary way of worshipping
the idol of ‘stuff’; it is ‘another master’.
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» Each of usis to +» Failing to take on
understand clearly responsibilities that
just what we are are ours to take on,
responsible for. or taking on any

* \We are not to take reSpOﬂSibi"ty that
on responsibilities is not ours — both
that are not ours are sin & from the
to take on. sin nature.

For a believer to worry is to attempt to
serve two masters & to have two gods.
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» One might think * Yet we can find

that Jesus & Paul examples of both
are telling us not to Christ & Paul
make any plans or making plans &
even consider what considering what
could happen next. will happen next.

We are to make plans & to anticipate

what will or could happen next. But
our greatest need is to trust God.
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Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow
we will go to such and such a city, and spend
a year there and engage in business and make
a profit." 14 Yet you do not know what your life
will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that
appears for a little while and then vanishes
away. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If the
Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that."

Making appropriate plans forwhat we can &
oughtto do, & for what could happen, are fine.
But all those plans ought to be made with
an understanding of what God has in mind.
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Not that | speak from want, for | have learned
to be content in whatever circumstances | am.
121 know how to get along with humble means,
and | also know how to live in prosperity; in any
and every circumstance | have learned the
secret of being filled and going hungry, both of
having abundance and suffering need. 13 | can
do all things through Him who strengthens me.

Paul does not write as if we live under the
same ‘earthly blessing if you obey the Law’

principle as the Israelites. Why? God is doing
something different with the body of Christ!
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And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew,

He also predestined to become conformed

to the image of His Son...

Is the most important thing in life that all our
physical needs & desires are fulfilled in our
timing, or does God have something in mind

for us that has a fulfillment beyond this life?
Romans 8:28 & 29 says that God is in the
process of conforming us into Christ’s image.





Romans 6:3; Galatians 3:27





1 Corinthians 10:1, 2





See handout & audio, “Holly Hills Bible Church – 05 Law & Grace series           – January 2, 2011 - A mountaintop experience – Part I”
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