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Context, context, context

¢ From the Sermon ¢ But to understand
on the Mount many what Christ says to

in various parts of these Israelites in
Christendom have Israel, we should
taken views against keep in mind that:
remarriage, taking 1) the Law of Moses
oaths, participating was giventolsrael, &
in government or 2) interpretation is

the military, etc. by cultural context.
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But | say to you,
make no oath at all,
either by heaven,

for it is the throne of God, 35 Psalm 66:1
or by the earth,

for it is the footstool of His feet,
or by Jerusalem, Psalm 48:1-3

for it is the City of the Great King.

According to the rabbis’ rules, making an

oath by heaven, by earth, or by Jerusalem
were all non-binding, but both Jesus &the
Bible say that God is in all three places.
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Promises, promises

* The Law of Moses  + But by the time of

required that the Christ, the rabbis
people of Israel had developed a
simply keep their fairly complex set
vows, whether of rules for when
to the Lord or to an oath is binding
another person & when it is not a
(Numbers 30:1,2). binding promise.

Oaths invoking God’s name were binding.
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Then Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes
of the sons of Israel, saying, "This is the word
which the Lord has commanded. 2 If a man
makes a vow to the Lord, or takes an oath to
bind himself with a binding obligation, he shall
not violate his word; he shall do according to
all that proceeds out of his mouth."”

Note here that the Law of Moses did not say
that one could not take an oath. But the idea
that one could take an oath & be excused
from carrying it out because of what one
swears by was just a tricky way of lying.
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"Nor shall you make an oath by your head,
for you cannot make one hair white or black.
37 But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or
'No, no'; anything beyond these is of evil."

In Hebrew culture, saying something two
or even three times conveyed totality or
perfection: “Truly, truly”, “Holy, holy, holy”.

Isaiah 26:3

"The steadfast of mind You will keep in
perfect peace [literally, ‘peace, peace’],
because he trusts in You."




[image: image6.png]Paul expresses his grief for
his fellow Israelites in Romans 9:1-2

| am telling the truth in Christ, | am not lying,
my conscience testifies with me in the Holy
Spirit [two witnesses], 2 that | have great
sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.

Among us in the body of Christ
there is to be truth: Ephesians 4:25

Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth
each one of you with his neighbor, for we are
members of one another.
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"You have heard that it was said,
'An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’

These passages have the ‘eye for an eye,
tooth for a tooth’ and similar wording for life,
foot, wound, etc.: Exodus 21:22-25:; Leviticus
24:17-23; Deuteronomy 19:15-21.
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“‘An eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth”

* |srael was in the » The principle in
midst of cultures the Law of Moses,
that practiced an ‘an eye for an eye,
escalating revenge, & a tooth for a tooth’
carried out privately,  stopped escalating
even to the point revenge. Justice is
of ‘honor killings’. kept a public issue.

Israelite society was thus kept from
escalating violence & the family’s
‘duty’ to carry out revenge.




[image: image9.png]Matthew 5:39-42
“Vengeance is mine”, says the Lord

* The Old Testament + And a very similar
taught that Israelites  principle applies to
were to leave room us who are in the
for God to take His body of Christ:
vengeance forthem .« Romans 12:19

(Leviticus 19:17-18; | Liaprews 10:30

Deut 32:35;
P§g|:1r82?1Ty '« But this does

Proverbs 20:22; not support
24:29). total pacifism.
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"But | say to you, do not resist an evil person;
but whoever slaps you on your right cheek,
turn the other to him also.”

A backhanded slap on the cheek was not
an injurious physical threat, but an insult.
Both in the gospels & in the books written
to & for the church, one

is not respond in kind to
an attack only intended to
damage one’s emotions &
may in fact be persecution.
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Some reasons why total pacifism
is not biblically supported

* |srael was to have a + In the gospels &
military, both initially  in the book of Acts

& as a continuing the Roman officers
force, & this was not are all shown in a
incompatible with favorable light, &

Godfightingforthem  neitherJesus or
(Deuteronomy 23:9; the apostles said
Nehemiah 4:15-23). to quit the military.

See the supplements: ‘Centurions in the Gospels
& in the book of Acts’ & ‘Q & As on Government’
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Christ tells the disciples to arm for self-defense

Luke 22:35-36

And He said to them, " When | sent you

out without money belt and bag and sandals,
you did not lack anything, did you?" [Matthew
10:1-10, when Christ sent them out two by two
& only to their fellow Israelites] They said, "No,
nothing." 36 And He said to them, "But now,
whoever has a money belt is to take it along,
likewise also a bag, and whoever has no
sword is to sell his coat and buy one."
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"If anyone wants to sue you and take
your shirt, let him have your coat also."

Firstly, in this expression Jesus was basically
saying to let them sue you nearly naked! This
is ‘giving the shirt off of your back’ & more!

Jesus said this in a cultural context where the
Israelites in the land of Israel were to lend to
any & all of their Jewish brethren with an open
hand (see quote & comment on Matthew
5:42). But the Jews were not required to be
so open-handed with their Gentile neighbors.
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"Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with
him two."

A Roman soldier could
force anyone else by

law to carry his military
equipment for one mile.

Jesus told the Israelites
to carry the soldier’s
equipment for another
mile beyond what was
required by Roman law.
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"Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn
away from him who wants to borrow from you.

Deuteronomy 15:7-8

"If there is a poor man with you, one of your
brothers, in any of your towns in your land
which the Lord your God is giving you, you

shall not harden your heart, nor close your
hand from your poor brother; 8 but you
shall freely open your hand to him, and
shall generously lend him sufficient for

his need in whatever he lacks."
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In each case in this passage

* In each case in this + We in the church
passage,whatJesus are not under the
says is to go beyond Law of Moses, nor

the requirement of in the land of Israel.
the Law of Moses: . But being gracious
be gracious, full of & merciful are still
mercy & generous. God’s desire for us.

Grace & mercy, basic to God’s character, are to
be lived out in & through us by the life of Christ.
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"You have heard that it was said, "You shall
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’

Love your neighbor was definitely a message
from the Law of Moses (Leviticus 19:18). But
hating your enemy was rarely taught among
the Pharisees or the Sadducees, but was
taught among the Essenes, who considered

the Pharisees & Sadducees to be enemies.

Many would have wondered where Jesus
stood in the midst of these conflicting
messages. Jesus lets them know.
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But | say to you, love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you, 45 so that you
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven,;
for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and
the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? 47 If
you greet only your brothers, what more

are you doing than others? Do not even

the Gentiles do the same?
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In sharp contrast to the persecutors’
spirit & behavior, love them in return

» Consistent with * When Paul & Silas
what both Jesus & were in stocks in
the apostles taught, the worst part of
His righteousness the jail in Philippi,
consists of our not they sang songs
responding in kind in praise to God.

to persecutors, but  « They told the true
in His love, whether  gospel to the jailer

under LaworGrace.  ratherthan run away.
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Sons of your Father

» Jesus uses the » Jesusthentellsthem
term ‘sons of’, that God does make
which means, material blessing &
like ‘children of’, provision available
1) like in character to all, whether they
&/or 2) close in are righteous or
relationship to. unrighteous.

+ Jesus said that * To love regardless
loving persecutors of the behavior is, in

in return is ‘sonlike’. that way, ‘sonlike’.



[image: image21.png]Matthew 5:48

"Therefore you are to be perfect,
as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

The Law of Moses was given to require a
good & righteous & holy heart, & behavior
from the Israelites, because God is exactly
of that very character (Leviticus 20:26).

For we who are of the body of Christ who live
under Grace, we are already like Him in who
we are in Him & who He is in us. Itis God’s
design & desire that we are being conformed,
transformed & growing to be like Christ, daily.
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