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In this portion of the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus says things about the Law of Moses
that fall into these patterns:

“You have heard that the ancients were told...”
or

“You have heard that it was said...”
or

‘It was said...”
then

“but | say to you...”
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In contrast to the scribes & Pharisees
who would nullify the Law...

* The scribes &
Pharisees that
Jesus mentioned

in verse 20, & other
Jewish leaders, did
nullify the Law of
Moses by reducing
its application in
some places but

adding to it in others.

« Jesus made the

Law of Moses apply
to the whole person,
all the way from the
heart & thought to
all of the outward
expressions & even
in the relationships
between Jews, &
with God.
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There are two primary patterns in
Jesus’ statements in Matthew 5:21-48:

» Jesus quotes an Old Testament passage or
two, but includes those laws that require full
heart-level & even relationship compliance.

+» Jesus quotes an Old Testament passage
along with one of the traditions that have been
added to the Law of Moses, & corrects the
tradition by taking the application deeper &/or
taking it back to the original Law of Moses.

+» Jesus also says something in each of these
statements that His listeners will find shocking!
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Jesus used hyperbole

» Jesus sometimes » Thisisimportant to

used hyperbole in understand, since
His expressionsin literalism will lead
this passage, & in to dangers & more:

the Sermon onthe « Pluck outyoureye
Mount, for the sake Cut off your foot

of emphasis & as )
an aid to memory.  * Beaminyoureye

It is important to recognize hyperbole
in order to draw the right conclusion!




[image: image5.png]Matthew 5:21-32

Jesus’ word for ‘hell’

* In verses 22, 29 ¢ That Greek word
& 30 Jesus uses is Gehenna, from
a word a few times ‘valley of Hinnom’,
in Matthew & Mark a valley just south
that is translated of Jerusalem.
‘hell’, but is used e That p|ace had a
just once each in fiery past in Old

Lu_ke & in the letter Testament times
written by James. & in Christ's day.
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Gehenna, or valley of (ben-) Hinnom

« In Old Testament * In New Testament

times, that valley times the very same
was a place of location was used
burning of infants for burning trash,

to the pagan god & where criminal
Molech (2 Kings corpses & animal
23:10; Jeremiah carcasses were
7:31). dumped.

Gehenna, by New Testament times,
had become a figure of speech for ‘hell’.
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Murder... from the inside out

» Jesus says thatthe + Jesus even made

heart is where the hateful expressions,
offense first takes that diminish the
place, & even that personal & public

it is enforceablein value of another
the lowest & highest  Israelite to be a

of Jewish courts! capital offense.

Between offering a sacrifice & resolving
a wrong against another Israelite,
resolving the wrong is the higher priority!
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"You shall not murder.’

Leviticus 19:17-18

"You shall not hate your fellow countryman
in your heart; you may surely reprove your
neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of
him. 18 You shall not take vengeance, nor
bear any grudge against the sons of your
people, but you shall love your neighbor
as yourself; | am the Lord.'
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The faster the resolution, the better

* In the court system + Jesus says it is
of the day, a person far better to settle
might have to travel matters quickly &

right alongside the to make enemies
opponent at law to into friends quickly
appear before a than to draw out
judge at the the conflict any
same time. further.

This harmonizes with 1 Corinthians 6:1-8
regarding lawsuits between believers.
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General principles:

« Prefer resolution * Place resolution of
of conflicts sooner matters for which
rather than later. you are at fault in

« Lean toward avoid- ~ Some way as high
ing financial & legal ~ Ppriority.

hazards rather than + Place the honor
‘getting your pound of the Lord’s name
of flesh’. as highest priority.

Avoid being the cause of someone
else wanting ‘a pound of your flesh’.
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Committing adultery
without making a move

* The Law of Moses  + Both were capital

not only prohibited crimes, but Jesus
committing adultery,  said here that the
but it also forbade adultery offense

a man to covet isthe same as the
another man’s wife coveting offense,

(Deuteronomy 5:21).  just externalized.

We’ll soon see that what God has in
mind for us in the churchis notjust‘don’t’.
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Sin? Let’'s get serious!

* In Matthew 5:29-30 -+ Fortunately for us in

Jesus uses some the body of Christ,
obvious hyperbole God performed the
to emphasize how most intensive heart
seriously sin must operation on each
be dealt with. of us who believed.

So rather than plucking out our eyes or

cutting off hands, we were crucified with
Christ, so that we died to the sin source.
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Romans 8:1-4

Therefore there is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. 3 For what the
Law [of Moses] could not do, weak as it was
through the flesh, God did: sending His own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an
offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
4 so that the requirement of the Law might be
fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to

the flesh but according to the Spirit.
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Divorce is adultery?

* Some have taken * The Law of Moses
this verse to mean did allow divorce for
that a believer just cause, & Jesus said
cannot get a divorce  Moses allowed it
under any condition (Matthew 19:1-19).
& that remarriage is  « Byt under grace

absolutely out of what is revealed isn't
the question. about the exit, but

» But that ignores the alovethat doesn’t
rest of God’s word. have the exit in mind.
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25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her,

Asacrificial love

26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that
she would be holy and blameless.

Asanctifying love

28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also
does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.

Acaring love

31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This
mystery is great; but | am speaking with reference to Christ and the
church. Abonded love
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