[image: image1.png]How did Christ intend that
we view the Sermon on the Mount?

» Some look upon the
Sermon on Mount
as entirely directly
applicable to us in
the church now, but
it was spoken to the
Jews in the land of
Israel who were all
under the Law of
Moses.

Others look at the
Sermon as being
addressed to the
Jews during the
coming kingdom.
But it was spoken
to Jews at the time
of Jesus ministry in
anticipation of the
coming kingdom.



[image: image2.png]Comparison & Contrast: Intro

» Knowing that we’ll
find some things
that are the same
between ourselves
& the Israelites who
believe, & some that
are different, we
compare what is
similar & contrast
what is different.

» An important tool in

our understanding
what Jesus intended
to convey will be to
define words that
are the same for
Israel & the church,
but have different
meanings, such as
the word ‘blessed’.



[image: image3.png]The Inclusio in Matthew 5:3-10

Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4
Blessed are those who mourn,

for they shall be comforted. 5
Blessed are the gentle,

for they shall inherit the earth. 6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst

for righteousness,

for they shall be satisfied. 7
Blessed are the merciful,

for they shall receive mercy. 8
Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they shall see God. 9
Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they shall be called sons of God. 10
Blessed are those who have been persecuted

for the sake of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



[image: image4.png]The general form of the Beatitudes is:

“Blessed are [those with the heart condition
or outward expression] for [as in ‘because’,
this will be the fulfillment in the kingdom]”.

‘Blessed’ is given in the sense given under the
Law of Moses (Deuteronomy 28:1-14), in that
the blessing is conditional — conditioned upon
a heart condition or expression.

The word ‘beatitudes’ is from the Latin word
(beatus) that means ‘blessed, happy, blissful’.
A few different Greek words are translated

as ‘blessed’ in the New Testament.



[image: image5.png]There’s blessed,
& then there’s blessed

¢ The Israelites were + \We are not blessed

blessed if they all conditionally (no ‘if’),
obeyed the Law of & our blessings are
Moses, & cursed if spiritual, & all in the
they all disobeyed. heavenlies in Christ

+ They were blessed (Ephesians 1:3).
conditionally (if) in  + All of the ‘blesseds’
earthly ways in the of Matthew 5 are
land of Israel. conditioned upon

the heart of the Jew.
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¢ This is the first of « The one who is

several paradoxes poor in spirit is the
in the Beatitudes, one who realizes
where recognizing that he is greatly
a deficiency is the lacking in spiritual
basis for blessing. assets on his own.

The one who recognizes that he is poor
in spirit knows that he must look to God
to meet his deepest needs, & that the
ultimate provision will be in the kingdom.
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[image: image8.png]Christ’s first & second comings in Isaiah 61:1-3

First coming:
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
Because the Lord has anointed me
To bring good news to the afflicted,;
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to captives,
And freedom to prisoners; 2
To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord,

See Luke
4:14-21,
where Jesus
reads these
words in the
synagogue
in Nazareth.

Second coming:
And the day of vengeance of our God;
To comfort all who mourn, 3
To grant those who mourn in Zion, :
Giving them a garland instead of ashes, about His
The oil of gladness instead of mourning, 2nd coming.
The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting.
So they will be called oaks of righteousness,
The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.

But Christ
didn't read
these words
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» This word ‘gentle’ » The gentle among
(KJV: meek) is from the Israelites will be
the same root as those who inherit

theword ‘gentleness’  the earth, which is
that is listed among desirable, since the
the fruit of the Spirit Israelites have an
(Galatians 5:22,23). earthly inheritance.

The inheritance of we who are in the body
of Christ is in Christ (Ephesians 1:3-14;
Colossians 1:12; 3:24; 1 Peter 1:4).
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[image: image11.png]Righteousness in the kingdom: Isaiah 61:10-11

| will rejoice greatly in the Lord, my soul will
exult in my God; for He has clothed me with
garments of salvation, He has wrapped me
with a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decks himself with a garland, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes the things sown in
it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up
before all the nations [Gentiles].

See also Isaiah 62:1-2



[image: image12.png]What do you mean
by ‘righteousness’?

* Amongthe people
of Israel, having
righteousness was
seen in terms of the
practice & living out
of the Law of Moses
by oneself, & among
others, before God,
to His glory alone
(Matt. 5:16, 20;6:1).

* Butforuswho arein
the body of Christ,
our righteousness
is in our position in
Christ, Who is our
righteousness, &
we are declared
righteous by faith
in Him, which is
all from grace.



[image: image13.png]Hungering & thirsting

* Matthew 5:6 says » For us who are in
thatthose who are the body of Christ,

hungering & are we are to long for
thirsting after the the pure milk of the
righteousness as word of God that by
described by the it we may grow (1
Law of Moses will Peter 2:2), growing
be fully satisfied as in the grace &in
Christ reigns in the the knowledge of

coming kingdom. Christ (2 Peter 3:18).



[image: image14.png]The merciful obtain mercy

» The merciful ones * Mercy in life is an

obtaining mercy is expression of God’s
very similar to the very own infinite,
principle of the Law eternal character,
that says that the in which He is rich,
ones who forgive & we could even

are forgiven by God say He is ‘wealthy’
(Matthew 6:12-15). (Ephesians 2:4).

Under grace, mercy is not conditional.



[image: image15.png]Pure in heart

« For the Israelite « Jesus, the Messiah,
who would seek in His 2" coming,
to remain pure as will indeed be God
the Law of Moses dwelling on earth.
defines purity, & + We in the church
that from the heart, have a positiona|
Jesus says that he purity of heart in
will see God in the Christ, & are to

coming kingdom (2 pursue that purity
Samuel 22:22-27). from our position.



[image: image16.png]Shall see God

* Christ told the * But we are called
Israelites that if they  to behold Christ
had a pure heart, through His word, &
they would see God so be transformed
in the kingdom, & by the Holy Spirit

Christ is true deity. (2 Corinthians 3:18).

And we are called to look unto Jesus, the
author & perfecter of faith (Hebrews 12:2).



[image: image17.png]Peacemakers

* Now does this * Proverbs 3:27-30
mean that Jesus advises Israelites
intended that the to avoid needless
Israelites should go fighting with other
about negotiating Israelites, & in
peace settlements Matthew 5:22-25
among warring we’ll see Jesus
factions? urging resolution.

Now there is a place for standing firm, but
resolution should be pursued, if possible.




[image: image18.png]Called sons of God

* When we see » Jews were to do
the term ‘son of or works that showed
‘child of in the Bible  that they were like
the meaning is ‘like in character or close
in character or close in relationship to
in relationship’ — God, & so be called
perhaps both. ‘sons of God’.

“For you are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26



[image: image19.png]Persecuted for
the sake of righteousness

* Now it’s pretty easy -+ Israelites before the

to get ‘persecuted’ start of the coming
for being obnoxious kingdom, & church
or being an irritant. saints before Christ
« Butthatis notwhat  takesushometobe
Jesus is ta|k|ng with Hlm, can both
about here. be persecuted.

But being persecuted has its ultimate
payoff: Israelites in the kingdom, & we
in the church are rewarded in heaven.
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[image: image21.png]The Inclusio in Matthew 5:3-10 Comparison & Contrast

Blessed are the poor in spirit, Philippians 4:23; Philemon 25
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4
Blessed are those who mourn, AR AR AESA. AR
for they shall be comforted. 5 John 14:16; 26, 15:26, 167
Blessed are the gentle,
for they shall inherit the earth. 6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst

Galatians 5:22,23

for righteousness, 1 Peter 2:2; Romans 10:4
for they shall be satisfied. 7
Blessed are the merciful, Ephesians 2:4-7

for they shall receive mercy. 8
Ble?cs)f:ih:;esrjlpsuereegor;.e;rt, 2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 12:2
Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they shall be called sons of God. 10
Blessed are those who have been persecuted

for the sake of righteousness, 2 Timothy 3:12

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Galatians 5:22,23



[image: image22.png]Comparison & contrast: Summary

* Where we find that + Where we find that
there are similarities there is a difference
between Beatitudes between Beatitudes

& what is revealed & what is revealed
to us in the church, to us in the church,
it is because God it is because God
is the same God & has carried out a
there is a common different means of

human need among expressing Himself
Jews & ourselves. & meeting needs.
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