[image: image1.png]How will we approach
the Sermon on the Mount?

» Many Christians » As we study here at
consider the Holly Hills, how will
Sermon on the we approach this
Mount (Matthew passage so that
5:1-7:28) to we arrive atthe one
be the ultimate intended meaning
statement about for each passage
the Christian’s that Matthew & God

relationship to God (2 Timothy 3:16,17)
& his fellow man. intended to convey?



[image: image2.png]What God inspired
& the author intended

» As we approach » Key to our approach
the Sermon on the will be to observe
Mount we will ask who is speaking
the question, “What (Christ), who He
message did God was speaking to
inspire & what & how He was
meaning did the speaking to them
apostle Matthew (as Jews, under
intend to convey?” the Law of Moses).

| It’s all a matter of getting the full context! |
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» As we study, we will + These culturally-
see that there were specific words &
verywellunderstood  phrases include:

meanings to words . Brother, blessed,

& terms that we city set on a hill,
might not quite make no oath,
understand in the hate your enemy,
same way, unless divorce, kingdom,
we examine the your neighbor, My

historical context. Father, & others.



[image: image4.png]Who is Jesus talking to?

» Christ made it very  + Jesus repeatedly
clear that He was referred to those
“sent only to the lost who were Gentiles
sheep of the house (non-Jews) as a
of Israel” & that He another people,
sent His disciples, not a part of His
at least at first, “only intended audience
to the lost sheep of (Matthew 5:47; 6:7,
the house of Israel’ 32; & also 10:5, 18;
(Matthew 10:6;15:24). 20:19; 20:25).



[image: image5.png]Jesus made multiple references to the Law of
Moses, & the altar in the temple in Jerusalem:

e Matthew 5:17-18, "Do not think that | came to
abolish the Law or the Prophets; | did not come
to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly | say to you,
until heaven and earth pass away, not the
smallest letter or stroke shall pass from

the Law until all is accomplished.”

e Matthew 5:23-24, "Therefore if you are
presenting your offering at the altar, and there
remember that your brother has something
against you, 24 leave your offering there before
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and present your
offering.”



[image: image6.png]Those to whom Jesus spoke

» Jesus spoke the » There was nothing
Sermon on the in the Sermon nor
Mount entirely to in its context that
those of the people indicates that it

of Israel, only in the was said directly
land of Israel, all of to us who are in
whom were under the body of Christ,
the Law of Moses. the church.

So we will use the principles of comparison &
contrast to know how the Sermon applies to us.




[image: image7.png]So we don't take everything
as if it directly applies to us?

We are not to take everything as generally
applying to us. When Jesus said to Judas,
“What you do, do quickly”, we don’t take that
as a command to each of us to betray Christ
to the chief priests. When Paul sent Timothy
to Ephesus & Titus to Crete, we don’t take
those as commands directed to each one of
us. We must recognize who is speaking, &
the direct audience, & interpret accordingly.



[image: image8.png]So do we just ignore everything
that directly applies only to the Jews?

No, we don't just set aside the Sermon

on the Mount as irrelevant because it was
directly spoken only to the people of Israel.
All of Scripture is inspired & is profitable (2
Timothy 3:16, 17), & even what happened in
earlier times was written for our instruction
(Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11).

The letters written to the church make many,
many references to writings, people, events
& truths written directly to the Jews.
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[image: image10.png]We compare & contrast

* When we compare + \When we contrast
we ask, ‘What about we ask, ‘What about
what is said in the what is said in the
Sermon is the same  Sermon is different
or similar to what is from what is written
addressed to the to us who are in the
church, & why?’ church, & why?’

When we take this approach we will find
that the word of God can be very clearly
understood & is consistent throughout.




[image: image11.png]Comparison: What is the same or similar

While we have said that the Gospel of Matthew
is directed to the Jews and in keeping with the
anticipation of the coming kingdom, we do not
want to convey that the Sermon on the Mount
has nothing for us in the Church. There are
indeed a number of ways in which the content
of the Sermon on the Mount has direct
application to believers in the Church,

the Body of Christ, as we will soon see:

» The character of God is always the same
& God does not lie or change His mind

(1 Samuel 15:29; Malachi 3:6; Titus 1:2;
Hebrews 1:10-12; 6:18; 13:8; James 1:17).



[image: image12.png]» God is always the Creator & everything else
has a creature relationship to Him (Genesis
1:1; Matthew 19:4; Mark 13:19; Acts 14:15;
17:24,24; Colossians 1:15).

» Once havingfallen, all those “in Adam” have the
same nature (Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 53:6; Romans
3:23; 5:14; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22; 42-49).

» Salvation for all those “in Adam” is always

by faith in God’s provision (Genesis 22:1-14;
Isaiah 12:2; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 4:1-25;
Galatians 3:6-9).



[image: image13.png]» The earth that we walk is cursed until the time
when all things are restored (Genesis 3:17-19;
5:29; Romans 8:18-25; Revelation 22:3).

» Though Israel has a different relationship
to the kingdom that Christ speaks of in the
Gospel of Matthew than we do, we also have
a place in and a similar forward-looking time
perspective on the coming kingdom (Acts
28:23, 31; 2 Thessalonians 1:5).

* Like Israel, the entrance into the kingdom is
not on the basis of something earthly, but is
spiritual (Romans 9:6; 11:26; 14:7; James 2:5).



[image: image14.png]* While Israel was then under the Principle

of Law, & we in the Church are under the
Principle of Grace, we are going to find that
the ethics, morals, & even some of the spiritual
principles conveyed in the Sermon have a lot
in common with what is revealed for Church
Age believers in the New Testament epistles
(Romans 12:8; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7).

Why? Because God does not change. Neither
the Sermon on the Mount nor the epistles tothe
church encourage endless repetitions of the
same prayer. And both the Sermon on the
Mount & the epistles to the church call us to
forgive. God’s characteris the same all the time.



[image: image15.png]Contrast \What is different

» Jesus was born & » Since the people

presented Himself of Israel generally
as the King of Israel rejected Jesus as
to the people of their King, God
Israel, in the land brought about the
of Israel, who were body known as the
under the Law, & Church, the Bride
promised earthly of Christ, to live
blessings in the under Grace & be

land if they obeyed. blessed heavenly.



[image: image16.png]Contrast. How do you live
& how are you blessed?

* Inthe coming earthly < In the Church, we

reign of Christ in the
kingdom, the people
of Israel will all be
blessed in the land,
because they will
have the Holy Spirit
indwelling them so
astoknow & live out
the Law of Moses.

in the body of Christ
are already blessed
heavenly in Christ,
all of us having the
Holy Spirit & Christ
always indwelling
us so that Christ’s
life lives through us,
apart from the Law.



[image: image17.png]Contrast: Forgive in order to be forgiven
or forgive because you’ve been forgiven?

* Matthew 6:14-15, * Ephesians 4:32,

“For if you forgive “Be kind to one
others for their another, tender-
transgressions, your  hearted, forgiving
heavenly Father will each other, just as
also forgive you. 15 Goq in Christ also
But if you do not has forgiven you.”

forgive others,

then your Father * God is the same,
will not forgive your ~ but the stewardship

transgressions.” principle is different.
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