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To really get things started,
Jesus began with the Stopper

» Chapter 4 of the * Verses 12-25 tell
gospel of Matthew of Christ beginning

has two main parts: His time of ministry,
« Verses 1-11 tell of by locating Himself
Christ's temptation ~ in northem Galilee,
by Satan during a selectl_ng disciples,
time of fasting. & healing people.

The ‘introduction to ministry’ in Matthew
chapter 4 is very much about the people &
land of Israel, & about the Law of Moses.
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Christ was led into the wilderness
by the Holy Spirit

* Matthew 4:1-11
is paralleled by
the accounts in
Mark 1:12-13 &
Luke 4:1-13.

» Christ did not just
encounter Satan in
the wilderness by
accident — the Holy

Spirit led Him there.

» Though Satan will

be held responsible
for what he has
done & will do
(Matthew 25:41),
he does not do
things that are out
of God’s control &
God’s purposes will
not be thwarted.
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Christ’s temptation

» Christ’s temptations + Satan even quoted
by Satan were three  Scripture in his 2™
appeals to Christ to temptation of Christ.

use the powers &  « Butin each case

privileges of His when Satan would
deity to step back offer a temptation,
from the pains & Christ quoted from
vulnerability of His the last book of

humanity orto grant  the Law of Moses:
Satan higher honor. Deuteronomy.



[image: image4.png]Philippians 2:5-11
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also
in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed inthe
form of God, did not regard equality with God a
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking
the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appear-
ance as a man, He humbled Himself by becom-
ing obedient to the point of death, even death on
a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalt-
ed Him, and bestowed on Him the name which
is above every name, 10 so that at the name of
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11
and that every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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So was Christ able not to sin
or was He not able to sin?

e Both — Christ was & < Yet Christ, with a
is fully God & fully human body like
man. ours did not have

« It meant that Satan @ Sin Nature as
could appeal to His ~ We have.
humanity to tempt » So while Christ had
Him just as we can the vulnerability of
be & are likewise the human body,
tempted (Hebrews there was no Sin
4:15). Nature to appeal to.
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Adam was made innocent,
but Christ was born & is righteous

« Adam was made ¢ Christ, however,
innocent, but with was not simply
the ability to choose innocent, but was
contrary to God’s & is fundamentally
spoken will. righteous.

2 Peter 1:2
To those who have received a faith of the

same kind as ours, by the righteousness
of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
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As Christ began his public ministry

* As Christ began His + The northern region

public ministry, he of the sea of Galilee
located Himself in was in the part of
the northern part of the land of Israel
the sea of Galilee, that was originally
selected disciples, intended for the

& also performed Jewish tribes of
miracles of healing Zebulun & Naphtali,
& proclaimed the at what was known

kingdom at hand. as Capernaum.
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Jesus selected disciples

* In this passage, » Selecting disciples
we see that Jesus meant that Jesus
selected disciples — was beginning a
two sets of brothers:  ministry as a rabbi

« Simon Peter & (a Jewish teacher).
Andrew, then « In this, Jesus was
James & John, the both typical & also
sons of Zebedee. a very unique rabbi.

It will be critical to understand Jesus
as both a typical & a very unique rabbi.
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Jesus the rabbi (teacher)

» As arabbi, Jesus * In our ongoing

would seek & also study, we will be
select His disciples. examining what it

e The gospe|5 seem meant for Jesus to
to say that all of the ~ be a rabbi among
disciples followed the people & the
Him right away, but land of Israel.
that was done after « The disciples did
Christ presented respond right away

Himself as a rabbi. tothe rabbi’s appeal.
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Why the healing miracles?

» Jesus performed ¢ Later in Matthew,
miracles of healing after John the
as the validation & Baptist is jailed by
verification that He Herod the tetrarch,
was indeed the long  John asks if Jesus
promised Messiah. is the promised One.

Jesus tells them to testify about

the things that He has been doing:
healing & proclaiming.
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Now when John, while imprisoned, heard

of the works of Christ, he sent word by his
disciples 3 and said to Him, "Are You the
Expected One, or shall we look for someone
else?" 4 Jesus answered and said to them,
"Go and report to John what you hear and see:
5 the blind receive sight and the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,

the dead are raised up, and the poor have

the gospel preached to them.”

(see Isaiah 35:5; 42:18; 57:18,19; 61:1;
see also Luke 4:16-21)
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An insight into Christ’s 15t coming

* While Christ was » Christ was first sent
the steward who to earth to be born
initiated the Church a Jew, in the land
through the apostles  of Israel, to appeal

in His 15t coming, only to the Jews to
His three years of receive Him as their
ministry are often King & Messiah, as
misunderstood by the gospel of the

many Christians. Kingdom of God.
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So the gospel of the kingdom
isn’t for us who are in the church?

¢ In a word — no.

* The gospel of the
kingdom was the
message of good
news delivered to
the Israelites in the
land of Israel about
Jesus the King of
Israel (Matthew 2:2
4:23; 9:35; 27:11).

+ If only the people of

Israel would receive
Jesus Christ as her
King, the kingdom
reign of Christ her
King would come
upon the earth, from
Jerusalem, the city
of the Great King
(Matthew 5:35).
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The gospel of substitution

+ If people of Israelite
or of non-Israelite
ethnicity will believe
that Christ, the son
of God died for their
sins, was buried, &
rose again, they will
be saved eternally
(1 Corinthians 15:
1-11), each one.

This is the root &
substance of the
gospel as we have
come to know it &
are to tell others.

Our place in the
coming kingdom will
be as the bride of
Christ, coming with
Him to rule & reign.
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So in Jesus initial ministry...

» Soin Jesus’ initial * People came from
ministry, He settled areas to the north

in Capernaum in (Syria), from around
northern Galilee, Galilee, & from the
teaching in the southern part of

synagogues around Israel as well.

Gallilee, preaching  « This brings us to the
the kingdom, & place where Jesus
selecting disciples gives the Sermon

to follow Him. on the Mount.
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