[image: image1.png]Deuteronomy 28:1-6

"Now it shall be, if you diligently obey

the Lord your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which | command you today,
the Lord your God will set you high above all the
nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings will
come upon you and overtake you if you obey the
Lord your God: 3 Blessed shall you be in the city,
and blessed shall you be in the country. 4
Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and
the produce of your ground and the offspring of
your beasts, the increase of your herd and the
young of your flock. 5 Blessed shall be your
basket and your kneading bow!. 6 Blessed shall
you be when you come in, and blessed shall you
be when you go out. - Blessings through verse 14




[image: image2.png]Deuteronomy 28:15-19

"But it shall come about, if you do not obey

the Lord your God, to observe to do all His
commandments and His statutes with which

| charge you today, that all these curses will
come upon you and overtake you: 16 Cursed
shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be
in the country. 17 Cursed shall be your basket
and your kneading bowl. 18 Cursed shall be the
offspring of your body and the produce of your
ground, the increase of your herd and the young
of your flock. 19 Cursed shall you be when you
come in, and cursed shall you be when you go
out..." - Curses through verse 68




[image: image3.png]Deuteronomy chapter 28
The Law of Moses:
Blessing & Cursing

¢ The Law of Moses « In that sense, the
was about staying Law meant survival.

alive & doing well if  « The Law of Moses
you obeyeditallor  \as all about being

dying if you broke blessed if you did
some of the laws, obey the laws, but
& punishment for being cursed if you
breaking others. disobeyed them.

Deuteronomy chapter 28 is all about blessing
for obedience & cursing for disobedience.



[image: image4.png]Deuteronomy 28 does not mention the name
of Israel even once, but immediately after:

Deuteronomy 29:1

These are the words of the covenant which
the Lord commanded Moses to make with the
sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the
covenant which He had made with them at
Horeb.

In Hebrew (Jewish) Bibles this verse is the
last verse in chapter 28. The first covenant at
Horeb was the Law covenant. The second
covenant established the rules of the land.
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Covenant at Horeb,
Covenant at Moab

* The covenant at * Now this second
Horeb (a synonym giving of the Law at
for Mount Sinai) Moab established
was the foundation the Law as the one
for the entire Law basis for blessing &
given to Moses cursing of Israel in
(Deuteronomy 5:2). the land of Israel.

The covenant at Horeb was the Law
covenant, & the one at Moab was the
land covenant — both were with Israel.




[image: image6.png]“in the land” twice in Deuteronomy 28:8,11

8 The Lord will command the blessing upon
you in your barns and in all that you put your
hand to, and He will bless you in the land
which the Lord your God gives you...

11 The Lord will make you abound in
prosperity, in the offspring of your body and in
the offspring of your beast and in the produce
of your ground, in the land which the Lord
swore to your fathers to give you.

Blessing under the Law of Moses is in the land.
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21 The Lord will make the pestilence cling to
you until He has consumed you from the land
where you are entering to possess it.

63 It shall come about that as the Lord
delighted over you to prosper you, and multiply
you, so the Lord will delight over you to make
you perish and destroy you; and you will be
torn from the land where you are entering

to possess it.

Cursing underthe Law of Moses is from the land.
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Chapter 28 isn’t the only place

* There are other
passages that give
blessings & curses:

» Deuteronomy 7:12-
16; 14:28-15:6, 18;
16:15; 23:19-20;
24:19; 26:15, et al,
are all blessings.

» As for curses in
other passages:

Deuteronomy 29:21,
for individual Jews:

“Then the Lord will
single him out for
adversity from all

the tribes of Israel,
according to all the
curses ofthe covenant
which are written in
this book of the law.”
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Where are the blessings & curses?

* The entire Law of  In other words, the

Moses & this one people of Israel are
chapter say that the told that, depending
blessings & curses on what they do, they
are “in the land” or will have all earthly
are “from the land”. blessings, or curses.

The Law of Moses is spiritual since

it is from God & based on His holiness,
but the blessings & curses are earthly.
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The Big ‘IF’

» The rather small » But that small
word ‘if occurs word ‘if occurs
5 times in those 2 times in the
‘blessings verses’ ‘curses verses’
of Deuteronomy of Deuteronomy
chapter 28. chapter 28.

But the word ‘if becomes really big in

determining the kind of outcome one will
have on earth — or whether one will live!




[image: image11.png]Deuteronomy 31:16-17

The LORD said to Moses, "Behold, you are
about to lie down with your fathers; and this
people will arise and play the harlot with the
strange gods of the land, into the midst of
which they are going, and will forsake Me and
break My covenant which | have made with
them. 17 Then My anger will be kindled against
them in that day, and | will forsake them and
hide My face from them, and they will be
consumed, and many evils and troubles

will come upon them...
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But suppose someone
wants to be under the Law of Moses?

* You can tell the
person that they
have missed the
ideal ‘window of
opportunity’ to be
under the Law by

about 3400 years.

» They might also be

of the wrong family
tree — one ought to
be from one of the
12 tribes of Israel,

which is hard to

fix after the fact.

Say that God won’t be happy with them
for trying to live under the Law of Moses!



[image: image13.png]God won’t be happy with me living under Law!?
Galatians 3:10-14, less Old Testament quotes

For as many as are of the works of the Law
are under a curse...

11 Now that no one is justified by the Law
before God is evident...

12 However, the Law is not of faith...

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of
the Law, having become a curse for us...
14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing
of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so
that we would receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith.
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Therefore, my brethren, you also were made
to die to the Law through the body of Christ,
so that you might be joined to another, to Him
who was raised from the dead, in order that
we might bear fruit for God. 5 For while we
were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which
were aroused by the Law, were at work in the
members of our body to bear fruit for death. 6
But now we have been released from the Law,
having died to that by which we were bound,
so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and
not in oldness of the letter.
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"For through the Law | died to the Law, so that
| might live to God. 20 | have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live
in the flesh [ live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself up for me."

There are those who will say that if we are
not under Law, then we are lawless. But it
was God’s intent that we die in relationship
to the Law so that we might be alive to God.
God intends for us to be alive to Him!




[image: image16.png]Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ...

For anyone who has been saved by grace
through faith, to rely on all or any part of the
Law of Moses for justification &/or blessing is

to be ignorant of or to deny the shared history
that believer has in Christ.
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Principle

Motive

Means

Opportunity

Law

Blessings on
this earth if

you do it, but
curses if not

You do it,
with no help
from God —
not of faith

Stir up the sin
nature as its
instrument,
curse & death

Blessed in the
heavenlies in
Christ — now,
permanently

Holy Spirit
enabled
empowered
& energized

To be God’s
instrument,
blessed, live
by Christ’s life
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