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An ancient text found at Deir Alla, Jordan,

in 1967 tells about the activities of a prophet
named Balaam. Three times in the first four
lines he is referred to as "Balaam son of Beor,"
exactly as in the Bible. It is clear that Balaam
was a real person who operated on the east
side of the Jordan River. He was known as a
cursing prophet and continued to be revered
hundreds of years after his death.

For details see:
http://www.christiananswers.net/g-abr/abr-a014.html
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* Numbers 22-24:
Balak king of Moab
hires Balaam to
curse Israel

¢ Numbers 31:8, 16:
Balaam’s treachery
revealed, & his
death recorded

» Deuteronomy 23:4,
5: Brief summary
of Numbers 22-24.

e Joshua 13:22; 24:9,
10: Brief summary
of Numbers 22-24

* Nehemiah 13:2:
Brief summary of
Numbers 22-24

* Micah 6:5: A call
to remember
Numbers 22-24
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revealed in the New Testament

* And in the New » So the lessons
Testament, 2 Peter involving Balaam,
2:15, Jude 11 & who came to the
Revelation 2:14 people of Israel,
each bring a focus who were baptized
on some aspect of into Moses & under
Balaam’s errant a covenant of Law,
spirituality. apply to us, too!

Though Law & Grace stand in contrast,
the spiritual principles compare very well.
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...forsaking the right way, they have gone astray,
having followed the way of Balaam, the son of
Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness. ..

False teachers in Jude 11

Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain,
and for pay they have rushed headlong into the
error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of

Korah.
False teachers in Revelation 2:14

But | have a few things against you, because you
have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam,
who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block
before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
to idols and to commit acts of immorality.
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The Way of Balaam

» Balaam’s way was * The starting point
to hire himself out should have been
for ‘religious’ or to recognize that
‘spiritual’ work, in God’s blessings &
this case to curse curses should not
the Israelites, so as be thought of as
to override God’s something that can
own blessings of be manipulated
the people of Israel. for any price.

Which is ‘heavier’ - Money or spiritual principles?
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So what was Balaam’s problem?

« Balaam made a « Believers are to
most serious error place their faith in
in his behavior & his  the spiritual facts
motivation because that have been
he founded his faith revealed in God’s

in his own feelings: word, & not by the
he was drawn by feelings or values
a love of money founded contrary

above all else. to God’s word.
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The Error of Balaam

» Balaam not only * In all of the pagan
had a way that was religions of biblical
wrong, but he also times it was quite
had a twisted view common to think
of the relationship that the gods could
between people & be manipulated by
God: he thought sacrifices or other
that God could be human favors to
manipulated to fulfill act & influence

human purposes. earthly events.
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He is Lord — not me!

» Christians can get * As we have said

into a mindset of before, this earth
wanting God to do is a ‘getting ready’
things for them or kind of place.
keep them out of « So God is always
trouble & pr0b|.em5, doing thmgs to get
but we ought first us ready for a life

to understand what somewhere else,
it is God wants. not based here.
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He is a God of Character!

* God is a God of * So when God loves
infinite qualities that us with a great love,
are not changeable. & has determined to

» Based on those show His wealth of
qualities, God has mercy & grace &
done things, does has said so, any
things, & He will do ~ €xpectation that He
things — including might do otherwise
what He says He is utter ignorance

has done & will do. & total foolishness.
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The Teaching of Balaam

» As far as blessings + Getthem allto

or curses, Balaam compromise with
was constrained idolatry & immorality
by God to say only & you can gain an
what God told him unfair advantage!
to say. « Even for us now,

< But aside from such who are in Christ,
things Balaam told any teaching toward
Balak how to bring moral &/or spiritual

the Israelites down: compromise is false!
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» Those living under a + Those living under a

Principle of Law are
blessed if they obey
& are cursed if they
don’t obey (Israel:
Deuteronomy 28).

» But anyone trying
to curse them will
be cursed by God
(Genesis 12:1-3).

Principle of Grace
are all blessed &
obedience is to be
motivated by Grace
(Church: Ephesians
1:1-3; 2:1-10).

But earthly-based
curses can’t touch
heavenly blessings.
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¢ Under Law, the ¢ Under Grace, the
Israelites were Church is blessed
blessed if they whether they obey
obeyed, & cursed in faith or not, & the
if they didn’t, & the blessings are all
blessings & curses heavenly in Christ
were all earthly. — every single one.

But whether expressed through the Law
of Moses or by the Life of Christ, God is a
moral God — morality is because of who He is!
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* The people of Israel + We in the body of
were to live out the Christ, however, are
Law, though they empowered to live
were givennomeans by the life of Christ,
of doing so, but the apart from the Law,

Spirit will enable walking & living by
them to know & faith in Christ & who
live the Law in the we are in Him &

coming kingdom. who He is in us.
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