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Today we’ll look at
the historical account of Balaam

» As the Israelites » They have already
move toward the done battle with
place where they some enemies &
will enter the land have beaten them
that God promised severely by the
to them, they are Lord’s own hand.
all about to cross « Balak, king of the
paths with some tribal kingdom of

distant relatives. Moab, took notice.
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Balak is deeply concerned

» Having seen that » Balak the king of

the neighboring the tribal kingdom
Amorites are so of Moab hires the
severely beaten, best pagan prophet
Balak is concerned in the business to
that he, as king of place a curse on
the tribal kingdom of the Israelites, so
Moab, will likewise that he can hope
be defeated by the to overpowerthem:

people of Israel. Balaam, son of Beor.
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Balaam is...
» Balaam is living » Balaam the son
in the land of the of Beor is a very
Midianites in the well-known pagan
city of Pethor. prophet in his day,
« He is therefore & even for some
likely a Midianite, centuries afterward.
a descendent of » His exact name is
Abraham by his written three times

2nd wife Keturah. in a nearby temple.
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Balak sends two sets
of messengers to Balaam

* Balak sends one * \When Balaam
set of messengers refuses to go Balak
to Balaam, asking sends another set

Balaam to curse the of messengers, &
people of Israel, but God does permit

God tells Balaam Balaam to go, but
not to go, & not to tells him only to

curse the people say what the Lord
because they are directs Him to say,

blessed [by God]. & nothing else.
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God is angry at Balaam for going?

» So how can God be -+ The Lord intervenes
angry at Balaam for as Balaam travels,

going when God in some ways that
told Balaam he are surprising, unique
could go? & even humorous.

» We will offer more + |t starts with
insight into that next  Balaam’s donkey
Sunday, but in brief taking a detour into
summary, Balaam a nearby field, &
has bad motives. here is why...



[image: image7.png]Numbers 22:22-35

“the angel of the Lord”

» The angeloftheLord + As in this account

speaks as God, doing
things that God does
(Genesis 16:7-12;
21:17-18; 22:11-18;
Exodus 3:2; Judges
2:1-4; 5:23; 6:11-24;
13:3-22; 2 Samuel
24:16; Zechariah
1:12; 3:1; 12:8).

with Balaam, the
angel of Lord often
is seen as speaking
as if He were God.

Since appearances
of the angel of the
Lord end at Christ’s
birth, we take Him to
be the Son of God.
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Balaam only says
what the Lord tells Him to say

* As Balak leads » Balaam’s several
Balaam to the prophecies do
various places include statements
where Israel’s that are true about
camp is in view, God’s character &
Balaam proceeds he even prophesies
to speak blessings words about a star

on Israel. for the magi.
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Just because God allows it...

« God will allow usto -« It is far better that

do things that may we seek His will

be what He allows, through prayer, His
but not what God word, & by counsel
desires for us or & example in the
intends for us. church body.

Forcing or expecting God to intervene
to stop us from doing the wrong thing,
& directing us forcefully toward the right
thing is not God’s desired way with us.
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Be careful about alliances
that are at odds with God’s intent

< Balak the Moabite « And the Israelite’s

expected Balaam obedience to the

to curse the people Law of Moses

of Israel. would be the basis
« But the people of for them to be

Israel were already ~ blessed or cursed —

under God'’s clear not the curse that

promise to Abraham  Balaam was being

(Genesis 12:1-3). expected to cast

(Deuteronomy 28).
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Now the Lord said to Abram,
"Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father's house,
To the land which | will show you;
2 And | will make you a great nation,
And | will bless you,
And make your name great;
And so you shall be a blessing;
3 And | will bless those who bless you,
And the one who curses you | will curse.
And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."
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"Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the
LORD your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which | command you today,
the LORD your God will set you high above all
the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings
will come upon you and overtake you if you
obey the LORD your God: 3 Blessed shall
you be in the city, and blessed shall you

be in the country..."
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"But it shall come about, if you do not obey
the LORD your God, to observe to do all His
commandments and His statutes with which
| charge you today, that all these curses will
come upon you and overtake you: 16 Cursed
shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you
be in the country..."”
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ...
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