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* In the months
ahead, we’'ll be
taking a broad look
at Law & Grace.

+ We'll do that by
taking a stroll
through three
sections of
Scripture.

We'll take a look at
selected portions of
each of :

1. Exodus through
Joshua.

2. The book of
Matthew.

3. Romans through
James.



[image: image2.png]Comparing & contrasting

* As we go through * As we do so, we’'ll

portions of these find that there are
three sections of indeed similarities
Scripture, we’ll be between Israel &
comparing & we’ll the Church, & there
be contrasting: are also important

« |Israel under the differences between
Law & the Church Israel under the
under Grace. Law & the Church

under Grace.



[image: image3.png]Extreme Bible Study?

» There is atendency + We will avoid those

among Christians to
polarize what they
see in Scripture so
that either Israel &
the Church are not
that much different,
or they are so very
differentthatthere is
nothingin common.

extremes by simply
observing what is
the same or similar
between Israel &the
Church, & we will
observe what is
different between
them — God’s word
reveals those things.



[image: image4.png]Why does it matter?

* Why would we » For one thing, it is
consider it so a matter of what the
important to Bible actually says.
compare & « Secondly, making a
contrast Law distinction impacts
& Grace, Israel relationships &

& the Church? identities.

God has designed both life & eternity so as
to require clarity of identities & relationships.



[image: image5.png]It's a matter of life & death!

« We in the Church < But if we insist on

have been crucified living underthe Law
with Christ so as to then we’ll be trying
die to the Law, so to be blessed by a

that Christ would do ministry of death &
the living through us condemnation (2
(Galatians 2:19, 20). Corinthians 3.7, 9).

But God never intended that we in the
Church live that way! We’'re already blessed,
Christ is our life, & He is our righteousness!
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[image: image7.png]Several points of comparison & contrast

Steward Moses Christ
Principle Law Grace
Whose Works Self Christ
People Group Israel Church
Baptism Into Moses Into Christ
Ministry Death Spirit
Characteristic | Condemnation | Righteousness
Nature of Conditional | Unconditional
Blessings / Earthly / Heavenly
Earthly Curses for Growth or
Difficulties disobedience discipline




[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]Distance & intimacy

+ A significant point » Under the Law of
of contrast between Moses, distance

Law & Grace is in from God was a
our accessto & our legal requirement
intimacy with God. (Exodus 19:12,13).

But under grace we have access to God,

are called to draw near to Him, and to
know Christ deeply & intimately.




[image: image10.png]Distance in Exodus 19:12-13

"You shall set bounds for the people all
around, saying, 'Beware that you do not go
up on the mountain or touch the border of it;
whoever touches the mountain shall surely
be put to death. 13 'No hand shall touch him,
but he shall surely be stoned or shot through;
whether beast or man, he shall not live..."

Access in Ephesians 2:18 & 3:11-12

...for through Him [Christ] we both have our
access in one Spirit to the Father 11 ...Christ
Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness
and confident access through faith in Him.



[image: image11.png]The Law looks ahead to Grace

* Moses recorded the + And among those
things that happened  benefits & things
to the Israelites for written for our
our benefit & for our instruction is that
instruction (Romans  the Law points to
15:4; 1 Corinthians who Christ is &
10:11). what He did for us.

Grace also looks back on the Law.



[image: image12.png]An insight into Christ’s 15t coming

« While Christ was e Christ was first sent
the steward who to earth to be born a
initiated the Church Jew, in the land of
through the apostles  Israel, to appeal

in His 15t coming, only to the Jews to
His three years of receive Him as their
ministry are often King & Messiah, as
misunderstood by the Gospel of the

many Christians. Kingdom of God.



[image: image13.png]Only after the Jews rejection

» Only after it was
abundantly clear
that the Jews had
rejected Him as
their King, under
the Law of Moses,
did Jesus begin to
tell those disciples
about the Church.

« The Church was

put in place after
the Jews had
rejected Christ,
made up of both
Jews & Gentiles,
not under Law, to
make Israel jealous
(Romans 11:1).



[image: image14.png]Many misunderstand
Christ’s earthly ministry

« Because all but the

very last part of the
earthly ministry of

Christ was to Jews
in the land of Israel,
as an appeal to live
under the Law & to
accept Him as their
King, His words are

often misunderstood.

« So we find believers

in the Church now
trying to carry out
parts of the Law,
seeking the earthly
blessings, forgiving
so that they can be
forgiven by God, &
trying to imitate the
earthly life of Christ.



[image: image15.png]Since the Law & Christ’s earthly
ministry are misunderstood...

» Since the Law & » Under the Law we
Christ’s earthly try to do & not do
ministry are both things in order to be
misunderstood, blessed, but under
many Christians Grace we rely on
misunderstand what Christ has
Grace as well. already done.

We do or don’t do things, not in order to
be blessed, but because we’re blessed.



[image: image16.png]A perfect preface to the holidays

» The message of » Thankfulness is
‘total pedal-to-the- the ideal & God-
metal Grace’ is a intended response
perfect preface to (Colossians 3:15-17).

the Thanksgiving &« And since Grace is
Christmas seasons: a gift in the fullest

¢ Since Grace is not sense, there is no
a matter of paying paying God back for
God back for what the gift — it is given
Christ did for us... freely out of His love.
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