[image: image1.png]Some Old Testament books
that end in a ‘downstroke’:
The end of Genesis
...embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.

The end of Lamentations
...You have utterly rejected us, and are
exceedingly angry with us.
The end of Hosea
...transgressors will stumble in them.

The end of Malachi
...come and smite the land with a curse.



[image: image2.png]Something Old... Something New

* You will recall « But in the New
from last week that Testament God
the Old Testament revealed the fact
prophets often gave that this present
Israel details about heavens & earth
the future, & even would have an end,
saying that there & He also gave us
would be a New details regarding
Heavens & New lengths of time & the

Earth, but... specific sequence



[image: image3.png]The New Heavens & New Earth in Isaiah 66:22

"For just as the new heavens and the new earth
which | make will endure before Me,” declares the
Lord, "so your offspring and your name will endure.

The Millennial Kingdom in Isaiah 66:23

And it shall be from new moon to new moon and
from sabbath to sabbath, all mankind will come to
bow down before Me," says the Lord.

The Millennial Kingdom & Eternity in Isaiah 66:24

"Then they will go forth and look on the corpses
of the men who have transgressed against Me.
For their worm will not die and their fire will not be
quenched; and they will be an abhorrence to all
mankind."



[image: image4.png]The future told, well in advance

Tribulation |Millennial Kingdom|| Eternity
+— 5

7 years 1000 years timeless
Isaiah 66:23,24a Isaiah 66:22,24b




[image: image5.png]Isaiah 66:22

"For just as the new heavens and the new
earth which | make will endure before Me,"”
declares the Lord, "so your offspring and
your name will endure.”

The Lord, speaking through Isaiah, made
reference again to the New Heavens & the
New Earth, as He did in Isaiah 65:17 (see

also 2 Peter 3:13 & Revelation 21:1). He

does so in this verse, not just to restate the
fact, but to make a critical comparison that
has to do with God'’s character & promises




[image: image6.png]Isaiah 66:22

"For just as the new heavens and the new
earth which | make will endure before Me,"
declares the Lord, "so your offspring and
your name will endure."

God compared the nature of His creation of
the New Heavens & New Earth to the nature
of His dealing with the people of Israel:

1) both the New Heavens & New Earth & the

people of Israel will endure into eternity, &
2) for both the New Heavens & New Earth
& the people of Israel, God will do it!




[image: image7.png]Isaiah 66:22

"For just as the new heavens and the new
earth which | make will endure before Me,"”
declares the Lord, "so your offspring and
your name will endure.”

These words underscore three times that
these are the Lord's words — He Himself
stated these very words though the prophet
Isaiah! This is not just human opinion, or

even Isaiah’s best guess or best wishes.
These are God's words & these are God'’s
own affirmation that He will be faithful to
what He has promised!




[image: image8.png]Isaiah 66:22

"For just as the new heavens and the new
earth which | make will endure before Me,"”
declares the Lord, "so your offspring and
your name will endure.”

These words were addressed to the people
of Israel. The word pairs ‘your name’ and

‘your offspring’ had specific meaning in the
Jewish mind, with a longstanding biblical
history...




[image: image9.png]Genesis 35:10

God said to him, "Your name is Jacob; you
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel
shall be your name." Thus He called him Israel.

1 Kings 18:31

Elijah took twelve stones according to the
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to
whom the word of the Lord had come, saying,
"Israel shall be your name."”

Isaiah 45:4

The Lord, the God of Israel, who calls you
by your name. 4 "For the sake of Jacob My
servant, and Israel My chosen one, | have
also called you by your name"



[image: image10.png]Your offspring in Genesis 48:3-6

Then Jacob said to Joseph, "God Almighty
appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan
and blessed me, 4 and He said to me, 'Behold,
| will make you fruitful and numerous, "and | will
make you a company of peoples, and will give
this land to your descendants after you for an
everlasting possession.' 5 Now your two sons,
who were born to you in the land of Egypt

before | came to you in Egypt, are mine;
Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as

Reuben and Simeon are. 6 But your offspring
that have been born after them shall be yours;
they shall be called by the names of their
brothers in their inheritance."



[image: image11.png]Israel's New Covenant in Isaiah 59:21

"As for Me, this is My covenant with them,”
says the Lord: "My Spirit which is upon you,
and My words which | have put in your mouth
shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the
mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth
of your offspring's offspring,” says the Lord,
"from now and forever.”

The phrases your offspring and/or your
descendents (more common) show up in

numerous Old Testament passages. For
more on Israel's New Covenant: Jeremiah
31:31-40 & Ezekiel chapters 36 & 37




[image: image12.png]God Himself also spoke in Isaiah 44:3-5

'For | will pour out water on the thirsty land
And streams on the dry ground,;
1 will pour out My Spirit on your offspring
And My blessing on your descendants;
4 And they will spring up among the grass
Like poplars by streams of water.’
5 "This one will say,
'l am the Lord's";
And that one will call on the name of Jacob; +

And another will write on his hand,
'Belonging to the Lord,’
And will name Israel’'s name with honor.+

+ These are longer ways of telling the people
of Israel about, “your name” (Genesis 35:10)



[image: image13.png]OK, so what's the point?

* God made promises « We, too, can count

to Abraham & to upon God to do the
Jacob that He will things that He has
most certainly keep! said _He will do in
« He is indeed the our lives!
Promise Keeper! * We can count upon
« Israel will not be cut ~ what He has said,
off as a people, but rather than what we
will be preserved feel, or see, or our

by God's own hand! current experience



[image: image14.png]Isaiah 66:23

"And it shall be from new moon to new moon
and from sabbath to sabbath, all mankind will
come to bow down before Me," says the Lord.

New moons & sabbaths were markers for
periods of time & days of celebration & rest,
as given to the people of Israel in the Old
Testament Law (Exodus 20:11; Numbers

10:10). For the Jews living in the coming
Millennial Kingdom, the Law of Moses will
be written on their hearts, including the
new moon festivals & sabbath days of rest




[image: image15.png]Isaiah 66:23

"And it shall be from new moon to new moon
and from sabbath to sabbath, all mankind will
come to bow down before Me," says the Lord.

The words “all mankind” are not given often
in Scripture (first in Genesis 7:21), but the
context here & elsewhere indicates the
widest meaning for “all mankind’, to include

the Gentiles (aka the nations, the peoples).
Verse 22 was written to & about the people
of Israel, & the first half of verse 23 was
written in Jewish perspective about all of
mankind — Gentiles & Jews included




[image: image16.png]Isaiah 66:23

"And it shall be from new moon to new moon
and from sabbath to sabbath, all mankind will
come to bow down before Me," says the Lord.




[image: image17.png]Christ's 15t & 2" comings in Isaiah 49:5-7

And now says the Lord, who formed Me from the
womb to be His Servant, to bring Jacob back to
Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him (For
| am honored in the sight of the Lord, and My
God is My strength), 6 He says, "It is too small a
thing that You should be My Servant to raise up
the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved
ones of Israel; | will also make You a light of the
nations so that My salvation may reach to the end
of the earth." 7 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer
of Israel and its Holy One, to the despised One,
to the One abhorred by the nation, to the Servant
of rulers, "Kings will see and arise, princes will also
bow down, because of the Lord who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel who has chosen You."




[image: image18.png]Isaiah 66:24
"Then they will go forth and look on the
Mf the men who have transgressed
aganst Me. For theifworm will not die and
their ill not be quenched; and they will
be an[abhorrence [to all mankind."

This last verse of the book of Isaiah contains
words which are really intense, & perhaps
surprisingly, they are also strongly negative

in tone. But just what is Isaiah trying to tell
us here? And why the intense ‘downstroke’
at the very end of Isaiah’s phenomenal literary
masterpiece, this rare prophetic anthology?
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"Then they will go forth and look on the
corpses of the men who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm will not die and
their fire will not be quenched; and they will
be an abhorrence to all mankind."

The words ‘go forth’ might not seem like

potent words in our own culture. But in the
Israelite culture to ‘go forth’ meant to move
in an action that was momentous or critical

or pivotal. It was not ‘small potatoes’! It may
also point to a going forth from Jerusalem
(Isaiah 2:3; 37:32), especially because near
Jerusalem will be a place of God'’s judgment




[image: image20.png]Isaiah 66:24

"Then they will go forth and look on the
corpses of the men who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm will not die and
their fire will not be quenched; and they will
be an abhorrence to all mankind."




[image: image21.png]Selected portions of Zechariah 14:2-9

For | will gather all the nations against
Jerusalem to battle... Then the Lord will go
forth and fight against those nations, as when
He fights on a day of battle...In that day His
feet will stand on the Mount of Olives+, which
is in front of Jerusalem on the east... Then the
Lord, my God, will come, and all the holy ones
with Him! And the Lord will be king over all the
earth; in that day the Lord will be the only one,
and His name the only one. (Joel 2:30-3:17)

+ Compare this verse to Acts 1:6-12 where the
disciples were told that Jesus would return in
the same way in which He departed



[image: image22.png]Topographic map
of Old Jerusalem

il Mt. of Olives

Kidron Valley
(aka Valley of
Jehoshaphat)

Valley of Hinnom
(Gehenna)




[image: image23.png]Isaiah 66:24

"Then they will go forth and look on the
corpses of the men who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm will not die and
their fire will not be quenched; and they will
be an abhorrence to all mankind."

The first sentence of Isaiah 66:24 is about
the time right after the end of the Tribulation
Period, when the bodies of people who
opposed the people of Israel, under the

Antichrist, will litter the terrain. The saved
survivors (surviving remnant) will look upon
those who foolishly opposed God & stood
with the Antichrist against the people of Israel




[image: image24.png]Isaiah 66:24

"Then they will go forth and look on the
corpses of the men who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm will not die and
their fire will not be quenched; and they will
be an abhorrence to all mankind."

The second sentence is generally about the
eternal destiny of those same people who
have stood against the Lord: it is Isaiah’s

potent description of those who have chosen
Hell as their eternal home. As Daniel put it
in Daniel 12:2, these will go “...to disgrace
and everlasting contempt”.




[image: image25.png]Christ made perfectly clear
that this refers to hell,
when he quoted from
Isaiah 66:24 in Mark 9:47-48
If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out;
it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast
into hell, 48 where their worm does not die,
and the fire is not quenched.




[image: image26.png]The last half of Isaiah 66:24
"For their worm will not die and

their fire will not be quenched; and
they will be an abhorrence to all mankind."

‘their worm will not die’ is a Hebrew way of
saying that the wretched souls of those in
hell will not die, but continue to exist for all
eternity, spiritually separated from God’s glory
& presence. The Hebrew word for ‘worm’ is

elsewhere translated as crimson, such as in
Isaiah 1:18: “Though your sins are as crimson,
they will be as white as snow”. Calling the
souls of the unsaved ‘worms’ points to sins
not made white as snow, because of unbelief.




[image: image27.png]“scarlet... crimson” in Isaiah 1:18

e Scarlet dye was

made from murex

shells (Acts 16:14)

* Crimson dye was

made from the eggs

of a crimson worm

(Heb.: tola’at shani)
which infested oak

trees (2 Chronicles

2:7,14,3:14)




[image: image28.png]The last half of Isaiah 66:24

"For their worm will not die and
their fire will not be quenched; and
they will be an abhorrence to all mankind."

The connection between hell & fire is
continued by our Lord in the gospels, & into
the book of Revelation, as “the lake of fire”
(Revelation 19:20-20:15), which is a place
that has already been prepared (perfect

tense — a completed past action) for Satan
& his fallen angels (Matthew 25:41). In this
present earthly time, there is an opportunity
to fall upon God's gracious provision by faith
in Christ, & so avoid the unquenchable fire.




[image: image29.png]The last half of Isaiah 66:24

"For their worm will not die and
their fire will not be quenched; and
they will be an abhorrence to all mankind."

Our awareness of such unpleasant thoughts
will go away in eternity, but for us now, &
those saved into the Millennial reign of Christ

on this present earth, it is hard to even begin
to comprehend the awfulness of separation
from God for eternity, & unfathomable as to
why anyone would choose such an eternity.




[image: image30.png]Isaiah 66:24

"Then they will go forth and look on the
corpses of the men who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm will not die and
their fire will not be quenched; and they will
be an abhorrence to all mankind."

And “all mankind” at the beginning of the
Millennial Kingdom will be entirely those who

are saved by faith in Christ, having survived
the Tribulation period.
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"Then they will go forth and look on the
corpses of the men who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm will not die and
their fire will not be quenched; and they will
be an abhorrence+ to all mankind.”

+ abhorrence: Hebrew: deraown; this word
only occurs in one other place in the Bible,
in Daniel 12:2, which also speaks of the
everlasting destiny of those who take a
stand against the Lord



[image: image32.png]Daniel 12:1-2

"Now at that time Michael, the great prince
who stands guard over the sons of your
people, will arise. And there will be a time of
distress such as never occurred since there
was a nation until that time; and at that time
your people, everyone who is found written

in the book, will be rescued. 2 Many of those
who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake,
these to everlasting life, but the others to
disgrace and everlasting contempt+."

+ contempt: Hebrew: deraown, the same word
as was used in Isaiah 66:24 (abhorrence)



[image: image33.png]Why does Isaiah end his book
by writing about those in hell?

« First, a powerfully * God would faithfully
negative ending line preserve the people

or phrase was not of Israel from total
atypical of Old annihilation, so that
Testament books all of them who

- And, it was a part survived to the end
of assuring the of the Tribulation
people of Israel of would be saved

God’s unchanging (Matthew 24:13;
& infinite character Romans 11:26)



[image: image34.png]God is a God of
justice, grace & mercy

* God will show * Yet God will also
that He is a God of show that He has
justice — those bent been gracious &
on destroying His merciful to Israel,
people will then get in spite of a long
their earthly justice history of turning

- They will also getto ~ away from Him, &
maintain their own refusal of His Son,

choice: separation Jesus Christ, their
from God forever promised Messiah



[image: image35.png]The souls of those eternally unsaved
will be seen as abhorrent because
the grace of God is so awesome!

« As believers now, ¢ Sins are sins! And
“In Him we have Scripture pictures
redemption through sins as a debt
His blood, the (Colossians 2:14)
forgiveness of - Either we pay for
our trespasses, them ourselves or
according to the by faith we allow
riches of His grace Christ’s payment

8 which He lavished  for them = and Oh!
onus.” Eph. 1:7-8a  What a difference!



[image: image36.png]Ephesians 1:7-8a

In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us.
Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 5 even when
we were dead in our transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ ( by grace you have
been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He
might show the surpassing riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
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