[image: image1.png]Walking the length
of chapters 63-64

e Chapter 63 begins  « Chapter 64 is an

with God's wrath echo of chapter 63,
against the nations, referring to wrath
then turns to His against the nations,
gracious dealings God’s mercy, &
with the people of finally the people
Israel (our focal of Israel call God
passage today), their Father

then Israel calling « And there are some
God their Father familiar themes, too



[image: image2.png]Familiar themes in Isaiah 63

* |saiah 63: carries * |saiah 63:10, “But

similar images to they rebelled and
Joel 3:9-17 & to grieved His Holy
Revelation 14:17-20  Spirit” compares

& 19:15: the wine to the picture given
press of God's in Ephesians 4:30:
wrath in the yet “Do not grieve the
to come 7 year Holy Spirit...”

Tribulation period



[image: image3.png]Familiar themes in Isaiah 64

* |saiah 64:1, “Oh,
that You would rend
the heavens and
come down...”
compares to
Revelation 19:11-16

* Isaiah 64:6b says
“all our righteous
deeds are like a
filthy garment...”

64:7a says, “There

is no one who calls

on Your name” &

is a similar message
to Romans 3:10

Romans 9:21
seems to draw from
Isaiah 64:8, calling
God the “potter” &
Israel the “clay”



[image: image4.png]As we proceed through this passage

* We will read of
several aspects of
God's character,
which does not
change, so it is
truth for us as well

* We will read about
God's working in
Israel’s history, from
the Exodus onward

* Because the human
need is the same, &
God’s character is
the same, there are
parallels between
how God worked in
Israel's history &
how God works with
us as Church age
believers now



[image: image5.png]The Chiasm & Hebrew Poetry Pattern
in Isaiah 63:7

| shall make mention

A of the lovingkindnesses of fhe Lord,
the praises of fthe Lord|
B according to all that

the Lord|has granted us,

C and the great goodness
toward the house of Israel,
B’ which }
according
according to

A' the abundance of His!

ovingkindnesses.



[image: image6.png]Isaiah 63:7

| shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses
of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according
to all that the Lord has granted us, and the
great goodness toward the house of Israel,
which He has granted them according to His
compassion and according to the abundance

of His lovingkindnesses.

Because of the chiasm, this verse starts &
ends with a focus on the lovingkindness of

the Lord: His mercy, His love, His kindness,
& His goodness — aspects of His character!
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| shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses
of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according
to all that the Lord has granted us, and the
great goodness toward the house of Israel,
which He has granted them according to His
compassion and according to the abundance
of His lovingkindnesses.

“the praises of the Lord” is a Hebrew
expression that is short for ‘the mighty &

wondrous works of the Lord for which He is
to be praised’, as in Psalm 78:4 & Isaiah 60:6
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[image: image10.png]Isaiah 63:7

| shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses
of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according
to all that the Lord has granted us, and the
great goodness toward the house of Israel,
which He has granted them according to His
compassion and according to the abundance
of His lovingkindnesses.

“In Him [Christ] we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,

according to the riches of His grace 8 which
He lavished on us.” - Ephesians 1:7-8a




[image: image11.png]Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, being rich in mercy, because of
His great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ ( by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to
come He might show the surpassing riches of
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

See also Ephesians 1:18, “riches of the glory”,
Ephesians 3:8, “unfathomable riches of Christ”
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| shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses
of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according
to all that the Lord has granted us, and the
great goodness toward the house of Israel,
which He has granted them according to His
compassion and according to the abundance
of His lovingkindnesses.

God has granted Israel free gifts, as gracious
expressions of His infinite, eternal character,

& as 2 Peter 2:1-4, says, we in the Church,
through faith in Christ, have also been
granted free, permanent gifts as well.




[image: image13.png]2 Peter 1:1-4

To those who have received a faith of the
same kind as ours, by the righteousness of
our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and
peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge

of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that
His divine power has granted+ to us everything
pertaining to life and godliness, through the
true knowledge of Him who called us by His
own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He
has granted+ to us His precious and magnificent
promises, so that by them you may become
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world by lust.

+ granted: free gift; perfect tense — permenent!
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| shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses
of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according
to all that the Lord has granted us, and the
great goodness toward the house of Israel,
which He has granted them according to His
compassion and according to the abundance
of His lovingkindnesses.

This ‘great goodness’ of God expressed
toward Israel is also recounted in Nehemiah

chapter 9, with the same basic expression
also used in verses 25 & 35 of that chapter
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| shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses
of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according
to all that the Lord has granted us, and the
great goodness toward the house of Israel,
which He has granted them according to His
compassion and according to the abundance
of His lovingkindnesses.

One other aspect of God's character that this
verse brings forward is His compassion.

God is not simply ‘pulling the levers’ of this
universe, but has compassion for people —
sympathetic awareness of human distress
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For He said, "Surely, they are My people,
sons who will not deal falsely.” So He
became their Savior.

God led the people of Israel out of slavery

in Egypt & through the sea, all in good faith.
It is not that God was ignorant of what Israel
would do, but rather that God was gracious.

The only place where the earlier accounts
say that God saved Israel was when He
brought them through the sea (Exodus 14:30),
so at that time, “He became their Savior”.
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For He said, "Surely, they are My people,
sons who will not deal falsely.” So He
became their Savior.

Ultimately, God calls those who believe of
the Gentiles (= nations, peoples), Israel, & of
the Church “My People”:

Gentiles: Zechariah 2:10-12
Israel: Isaiah 63:8 & Ezekiel 37:24-28
Church: 2 Peter 2:9,10
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[image: image19.png]Isaiah 63:9
In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the

angel of His presence saved them; in His love
and in His mercy He redeemed them, and He
lifted them and carried them all the days of old.

This is an amazing statement! It says that
God did not sit dispassionately & objectively
watching as Israel went through this & that
distress. As we examine the pages of the

New Testament, we see that the same truth
is revealed about the Lord regarding we who
are in the Church: The Lord sees our own
suffering as His own suffering!




[image: image20.png]Look how persecution is viewed in Acts 9:1-5

Now Saul+, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to
the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any belonging to the Way, both men and
women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3 As he was traveling, it happened
that he was approaching Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me?" 5 And he said, "Who are
You, Lord?" And He said, "l am Jesus whom
you are persecuting...” +later, Paul the apostle




[image: image21.png]Isaiah 63:9

In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the
angel of His presence saved them; in His love
and in His mercy He redeemed them, and He
lifted them and carried them all the days of old.

Though ‘the angel of His presence’ shows up
only here in all of Scripture, it is very likely a
reference to ‘the angel of the Lord’, who was
Jesus Christ before His incarnation. ‘The

angel of the Lord’ shows up about 50 times

from Exodus chapter 3 to the end of the Old
Testament, but never shows up again in the
Scriptures by that title, once Christ was born
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In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the
angel of His presence saved them; in His love
and in His mercy He redeemed them, and He
lifted them and carried them all the days of old.

Here we read of two aspects of God's infinite
eternal character: His love & His mercy. Out
of that character, God redeemed the people
of Israel, which meant that He took the steps

to bring them out of Egypt: plagues, parting

the sea, provision of food & water, clothing &
shoes not wearing out while they were in the
desert, & guidance by a pillar of fire & a cloud




[image: image23.png]God redeemed Israel, in Deuteronomy 15:15

"You shall remember that you were a slave
in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God
redeemed you; therefore | command you this
today."

God redeemed Israel, in 2 Samuel 7:23-24

"And what one nation on the earth is like Your
people Israel, whom God went to redeem for
Himself as a people and to make a name for
Himself, and to do a great thing for You and
awesome things for Your land, before Your
people whom You have redeemed for Yourself
from Egypt, from nations and their gods?



[image: image24.png]We were redeemed, in 1 Peter 1:17-19

If you address as Father the One who
impartially judges according to each one's
work, conduct yourselves in fear during the
time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that
you were not redeemed with perishable things
like silver or gold from your futile way of life
inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished

and spotless, the blood of Christ.

See also Galatians 4:4-5, which includes,
“to redeem those who were under the Law...”
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In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the
angel of His presence saved them; in His love
and in His mercy He redeemed them, and He
lifted them and carried them all the days of old.

This is Isaiah’s figurative language that
summarized all the ways in which God
delivered, protected, provided for & guided

the people of Israel when He delivered them
from Egypt & brought them through the
desert & to the promised land (Isaiah 63:11)
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But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit;
therefore He turned Himself to become their
enemy, He fought against them.

Haggai 2:5, 'As for the promise which | made
you when you came out of Egypt, My Spirit is
abiding in your midst; do not fear!

The people of Israel had the ministry of the

Holy Spirit who was in their midst when the
Lord led them out of Egypt, & though the
Holy Spirit could be grieved by their rebellion,
His ministry was not identical to the ministry
He now has among us in the Church
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But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit;
therefore He turned Himself to become their
enemy, He fought against them.

When the people of Israel rebelled, the Lord
brought distress among them to cause them

to turn their hearts back toward Him. This
happened as they were out in the desert, &
also during various times in Israel’s history




[image: image29.png]Ephesians 4:29-32

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your
mouth, but only such a word as is good for
edification according to the need of the moment,
so that it will give grace to those who hear. 30
Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and
clamor and slander be put away from you,
along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one
another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other,
just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Paul referred to grieving the Holy Spirit in
terms of language & interactions among us




[image: image30.png]Isaiah 63:11-13a

Then His people remembered the days of old,
of Moses. Where is He who brought them up
out of the sea with the shepherds of His flock?
Where is He who put His Holy Spirit in the
midst of them, 12 Who caused His glorious
arm to go at the right hand of Moses, Who
divided the waters before them to make for
Himself an everlasting name, 13 Who led
them through the depths?

Here we see a series of questions like we
have before in Isaiah, which were intended to

invite the reader to participate in the thought
process & to refresh memories
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Then His people remembered the days of old+,
Where is He who brought them up
out of the sea with the shepherds of His flock?
Where is He who put His Holy Spirit in the
midst of them, 12 Who caused His glorious

arm to go at the right hand of Moses, Who
divided the waters before them to make for

Himself an everlasting name, 13 Who led
them through the depths?

+ This gives us confirmation that Isaiah was
writing about the time of Moses when he used
the same “the days of old” phrase in verse 9.
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Then His people remembered the days of old,
of Moses. Where isho brought them up
out of the sea with the shepherds of|His [flock?
Where is|He who put [His Holy Spiritfin the
midst of them, 12 Who kaused[His|glorious
arm to go at the right hand of Moses,
divided the waters before them to make for
an everlasting name, 1Ied
them through the depths?

These questions are all about when the Lord

delivered the people of Israel from the armies
of Egypt by parting the sea before them




[image: image33.png]Isaiah 63:13bc-14

Like the horse in the wilderness, they did not
stumble; 14 as the cattle which go down into
the valley, the Spirit of the Lord gave them rest.
So You led Your people, to make for Yourself

a glorious name.

This passage completes the picture the prior
questions began, comparing the people of
Israel to horses & cattle as they are going
through the parted waters of the sea. God
led them faithfully each step of the way. Note
that the end of verse 14 points out how this
one grand miracle - parting the sea - was
itself a part of fulfilling God's eternal purpose.




[image: image34.png]‘Blessed be’ in Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ (see also 2 Corinthians 1:3, 1 Peter 1:3)

‘Blessed be'’ is eulogetos = eu + logetos
= good wording or good messaging

In the ‘every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ’ all of us who have
believed & have been placed into the body of
Christ, are all unconditionally & unfathomably
blessed! For that, He is deserving of glory -
that we glorify Him Who most astoundingly
shares His glory with each of us believers!




[image: image35.png]This ‘calling to remembrance’
is not just for the sake of

sentimentalism

« Our blessings,
springing from our
history in Christ,
have an immediate
impact on how we
live & by whose life
we live (Christ’s!)

« Our blessings
directly impact the
nature of our hope

* Our blessings have
a particular location
(in the heavenlies,
in Christ Jesus)

¢ Our blessings are
all by grace, yet
they are most
unfathomable —
from God'’s riches
of grace & glory
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