[image: image1.png]The Isaiah 54-55 flyover

e Chapter 54 is « In view of what
part two of Isaiah's God would do
celebration of the for humankind (as
Servant's work of told in chapter 54),
redemption, as chapter 55 says that
begun in Isaiah people would need
52:13-53:12, to appropriate the
the Song of the salvation that He

Suffering Servant provided, by faith



[image: image2.png]The chiasm of Isaiah 55:1-13

A Individual renewal & needs met (1)
B Hearing the word of the Lord (2-3b)
C The certainty of the promises (3c-5)
D The content of the word: repent (6-7)
C' The seriousness of the call (8-9)
B’ Effectiveness of the word of the Lord (10-11)
A’ Worldwide renewal & the curse lifted (12-13)



[image: image3.png]Isaiah 55:1-3

"Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you who have no money come, buy and
eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without cost. 2 "Why do you spend money
for what is not bread, and your wages for what
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and
eat what is good, and delight yourself in
abundance. 3 "Incline your ear and come to
Me. Listen, that you may live; and | will make
an everlasting covenant with you, according

to the faithful mercies shown to David."

This is God'’s appeal for Israel to act favorably
in response to His exceedingly gracious offer




[image: image4.png]Isaiah 55:1-3

"Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you who have no money come, buy and
eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without cost. 2 "Why do you spend money
for what is not bread, and your wages for what
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and
eat what is good, and delight yourself in
abundance. 3 "Incline your ear and come to
Me. Listen, that you may live; and | will make
an everlasting covenant with you, according

to the faithful mercies shown to David."

The call to come & to eat in verse 1is a

metaphor for listening to & responding at
heart to God's exceedingly gracious offer




[image: image5.png]Isaiah 55:1

"Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you who have no money come, buy and
eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without cost.

The metaphor of spiritual thirst & coming to
the water is carried forward into the Gospel

of John & even to the very last chapter of the
New Testament, authored by John the apostle




[image: image6.png]Living Water in Jeremiah 17:13

O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake
You will be put to shame. Those who turn
away on earth will be written down, because
they have forsaken the fountain of living water,
even the Lord.

A fountain or spring brings the water to you,
without work on the part of the recipient



[image: image7.png]Living Water in John 4:7-10

There came a woman of Samaria to draw
water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink."

8 For His disciples had gone away into the city
to buy food. 9 Therefore the Samaritan woman
said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew,
ask me for a drink since | am a Samaritan
woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered and said to
her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
who says to you, 'Give Me a drink," you would
have asked Him, and He would have given you

living water.”




[image: image8.png]Living Water in John 4:11-14

She said to Him, " Sir, You have nothing to
draw with and the well is deep; where then
do You get that living water? 12 "You are not
greater than our father Jacob, are You, who
gave us the well, and drank of it himself and
his sons and his cattle?" 13 Jesus answered
and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this
water will thirst again; 14 but whoever drinks
of the water that | will give him shall never
thirst; but the water that | will give him will
become in him a well of water springing up
to eternal life."
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[image: image10.png]The Water of Life in Revelation 21:5-7

and He who sits on the throne said, "Behold,
| am making all things new." and He said,
"Write, for these words are faithful and true.”
6 Then He said to me, "It is done. | am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. | will give to the one who thirsts from the
spring of the water of life without cost. 7 "He
who overcomes will inherit these things, and

| will be his God and he will be My son."

As in Isaiah 55:1, it is God Himself speaking,

& as in Isaiah 55:1, the spiritual water is made
available without cost — exceedingly gracious!




[image: image11.png]Revelation 22:1-2

Then he showed me a river of the water of life,
clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God
and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street.

Revelation 22:17

The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." and
let the one who hears say, "Come." and let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who
wishes take the water of life without cost.

In the Greek text of these verses (& in 21:6),

there is a definite article in front of ‘life’, which
conveys the meaning: “...the water of the life”.




[image: image12.png]Isaiah 55:1

"Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you who have no money come, buy and
eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without cost.

In the Hebrew culture, the magnitude of
character or quality is often emphasized by

expressing something that is singular as a
plural: ‘waters’ is pluralized here to convey
the great magnitude & abundance (vs. 3) of it




[image: image13.png]Isaiah 55:1
"Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters;

and you who have no money come, buy and

eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without cost.

Isaiah’s message in these verses, & those
following, is that while things that one eats
& drinks in this world come at a price, the

spiritual life that God is offering comes at
God's expense, at a price so great that
none of us could even hope to touch it!
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"Why do you spend money for what is not
bread, and your wages for what does not
satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what
is good, and delight yourself in abundance.

What is the question put to people here?
People spend of their own resources of time

& money & everything that is part of this world,
never gaining spiritual life from any of it. We

read in John 6:35, “Jesus said to them, "l am
the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not
hunger, and he who believes in Me will never
thirst.” This is the message of Isaiah 55:1-3




[image: image15.png]Isaiah 53:1-3 restated in John 6:27, 35, 47-48

35 Jesus said to them, "l am the bread of life;
he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he
who believes in Me will never thirst."

47 "Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes
has eternal life. 48 | am the bread of life."

‘I am’, in the Greek text, is egé eimi, which
is a direct claim to deity (see egb eimi in

Exodus 3:14 in the Greek Old Testament).
The Greek also has a definite article before
‘life”: “I, being God, am the bread of the life.”




[image: image16.png]Isaiah 55:2b-3
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourself in abundance. 3 "Incline

your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may
live; and | will make an everlasting covenant

with you, according to the faithful mercies
shown to David."

Jesus said in John 10:10b, “I came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly.”

The phrase ‘that you may live” is literally
“that your soul may live”.




[image: image17.png]Isaiah 55:2b-3

Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourself in abundance. 3 "Incline
your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may
live; and | will make an everlasting covenant
with you, according to the faithful mercies
shown to David."

The Lord could hardly be more clear!
He wants people to listen!
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[image: image19.png]Isaiah 55:2b-3

Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourself in abundance. 3 "Incline
your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may
live; and | will make an everlasting covenant
with you, according to the faithful mercies
shown to David."

Isaiah 59:21, "As for Me, this is My covenant
with them," says the Lord: "My Spirit which is
upon you, and My words which | have put in

your mouth shall not depart from your mouth,
nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from
the mouth of your offspring's offspring,” says

the Lord, "from now and forever.”




[image: image20.png]Isaiah 55:4-5

"Behold, | have made him a witness to the
peoples, a leader and commander for the
peoples. 5 "Behold, you will call a nation you
do not know, and a nation which knows you not
will run to you, because of the Lord your God,
even the Holy One of Israel; for He has glorified
you."

Isaiah wrote “Behold” 71 times in his book,
with two of those right here. He used the
word “Behold” to call attention to truths &
events that were great & momentous.

We can think of “Behold” as, “Stop & take a
mental picture”, so as to capture & consider
the full impact of this revelation from God.
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"Behold, | have made him a witness to the
peoples, a leader and commander for the
peoples. 5 "Behold, you will call a nation you
do not know, and a nation which knows you not
will run to you, because of the Lord your God,
even the Holy One of Israel; for He has glorified
you."

Verses 4 & 5 point to the time of the Millennial
Kingdom, when Christ will be a faithful & true
witness (Revelation 1:5) to the peoples (i.e.,
Gentiles, nations) & when the people of Israel

will have a place of honor & testimony among
the nations because of the Messiah in their
midst & God's work in their hearts




[image: image22.png]Isaiah 55:6-7

Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon
Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake
his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
and let him return to the Lord, and He will have
compassion on him, and to our God, for He will
abundantly pardon.

God has set in place a pattern in which all
spiritual beings have a limited time window of
opportunity to respond. For us humans, there
is a time window of opportunity to believe so

as to be saved, & a time window of opportunity
for those who believe to respond & to walk in
fellowship with the Lord (2 Corinthians 6:1-10)




[image: image23.png]Isaiah 55:6-7

Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon
Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake
his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
and let him return to the Lord, and He will have
compassion on him, and to our God, for He will
abundantly pardon.

Look at how God approaches us in response
to faith in Him! “He will have compassion” &

“He will abundantly pardon”. God is not
heartless & calculating, nor is He stingy
with His grace. God is actively gracious!




[image: image24.png]Isaiah 55:8-9

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor

are your ways My ways," declares the Lord.

9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are My ways higher than your ways and My
thoughts than your thoughts."

These verses are specific in referring to God's
infinite grace, which human beings cannot fully
comprehend, but they also state a larger truth:
God has revealed a great deal of truth to us in

the creation, our hearts, & specifically in Jesus
Christ, the Living Word, & in the Bible, God's
written word, but we cannot understand the full
depth of who God is or what He has done, nor
should we expect to or assume we can do so.




[image: image25.png]Brain over Bible?

* People have even « This assumption is
reduced the content in common among

of Scripture over various groups both
the centuries by inside & outside
assuming that of Christendom,
everything in the including Calvinism,
Bible must be fully Arminianism, Open
understandable to Theism & even

human beings skepticism



[image: image26.png]Isaiah 55:10-11

"For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven, and do not return there without watering
the earth and making it bear and sprout, and
furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the
eater; 11 so will My word be which goes forth
from My mouth; it will not return to Me empty,
without accomplishing what | desire, and without
succeeding in the matter for which | sent it.

God's word is intended & inspired by God to
be spiritually effective: Hebrews 4:12 says,
“For the word of God is living and active and

sharper than any two-edged sword, and
piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit,
of both joints and marrow, and able to judge
the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
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[image: image28.png]God's word & how we grow in 1 Peter 2:2-3

...like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of
the word, so that by it you may grow (auxand)
in respect to salvation, 3 if [and this is assumed
to be true] you have tasted the kindness
[experienced the grace] of the Lord.

The growth imperative in 2 Peter 3:18

...but grow (auxand) in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and
to the day of eternity. Amen.



[image: image29.png]Isaiah 55:12-13

"For you will go out with joy and be led forth
with peace; the mountains and the hills will
break forth into shouts of | ioy before you, and
all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
13 "Instead of the thorn bush the cypress will
come up, and instead of the nettle the myrtle
will come up, and it will be a memorial to the
Lotrd,ffor an everlasting sign which will not be
cut off."

Jerusalem & Israel & her peoples will be
joyous & peaceful when the Prince of Peace
reigns from there. We of the Church will all

be present for this time, since forever we will
be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:1 7)




[image: image30.png]Joy, peace, rejoicing & gladness
in Isaiah 66:10, 12abc, 14abc

"Be_joyful with Jerusalem and rejoice for her,
all you who love her; be exceedingly glad with
her, all you who mourn over her...

12 For thus says the Lord, "Behold, | extend
peace to her like a river, and the glory of the
nations like an overflowing stream;

14 Then you will see this, and your heart will
be glad, and your bones will flourish like the
new grass; and the hand of the Lord will be
made known to His servants..."



[image: image31.png]Isaiah 55:12-13

"For you will go out with joy and be led forth
with peace; the mountains and the hills will
break forth into shouts of | ioy before you, and
all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
13 "Instead of the thorn bush the cypress will
come up, and instead of the nettle the myrtle
will come up, and it will be a memorial to the
Lotrd,ffor an everlasting sign which will not be
cut off."

The anticipation of restoration & the times
of the restoration of all things under Christ is
sometimes written of with the figure of speech

known as ‘personification’, in which inanimate
things are given personal emotions & actions.




[image: image32.png]Christ's earthly reign anticipated in Psalm 98:4-9

Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; break
forth and sing for joy and sing praises. 5 Sing
praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre
and the sound of melody. 6 With trumpets and
the sound of the horn shout joyfully before the
King, the Lord. 7 Let the sea roar and all it
contains, the world and those who dwell in it.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, let the
mountains sing together for joy 9 before the
Lord, for He is coming to judge the earth; He
will judge the world with righteousness and
the peoples with equity.




[image: image33.png]Christ's earthly reign anticipated in Isaiah 49:13

Shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice, O earth!
Break forth into joyful shouting, O mountains!
For the Lord has comforted His people

And will have compassion on His afflicted.




[image: image34.png]Anticipation in Romans 8:18-23

For | consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the
anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
but because of Him who subjected it, in hope
21 that the creation itself also will be set free
from its slavery to corruption into the freedom
of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we
know that the whole creation groans and
suffers the pains of childbirth together until
now.




[image: image35.png]Isaiah 55:1

"Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you who have no money come, buy and
eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without cost.

Revelation 22:17

The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." and
let the one who hears say, "Come." and
let the one who is thirsty come;
let the one who wishes
take the water of life
[who is Jesus Christ, the living water]
without cost.
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