[image: image1.png]Isaiah 44:24-48:22 is a chiasm

A Cyrus conquers Babylonian Empire
...................... BisraelunderCyrus(Isalah45.9_4613).
A’ Babylonian Empire conquered by Cyrus

The center (turning) point in ‘B Israel under
Cyrus’ is that Israel is in the center of God's
worldwide plans — the very reason for Cyrus

From the worldly viewpoint, Cyrus appeared
to be at the center, but in God's view, Cyrus
was God'’s instrument to rebuild & restore

Israel — Israel remained central in God'’s view




[image: image2.png]¥The Lord Isaiah 44:28-45:1

It is | who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd!
And he will perform all My desire.' And he
declares of Jerusalem, 'She will be built', and
of the temple, "Your foundation will be laid.’
45:1 Thus says the Lord to Cyrus His anointed,
whom | have taken by the right hand, to
subdue nations before him and to loose the
loins of kings; to open doors before him so
that gates will not be shut:

Let’s talk about Cyrus —
we're not gossiping, of course!
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[image: image5.png]Isaiah 44:28-45:1

It is | who says of Cyrus+, 'He is My shepherd+!
And he will perform all My desire.' And he
declares of Jerusalem, 'She will be built', and
of the temple, "Your foundation will be laid.’
45:1 Thus says the Lord to Cyrus His anointed+,
whom | have taken by the right hand, to
subdue nations before him and to loose the
loins of kings; to open doors before him so
that gates will not be shut:

+ Cyrus...shepherd...anointed: God Himself
calls King Cyrus the Persian ‘My shepherd’ &
‘His anointed’ — amazing! What'’s going on?
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It is | who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd!
And he will perform all My desire.' And he
declares of Jerusalem, 'She will be built', and

of the temple, "Your foundation will be laid.

Cyrus’ declaration would take place a century
& a half after Isaiah wrote this prophecy.

The original walls of Jerusalem &

the temple were both still in place

Apart from Isaiah telling them, the Jews didn't
even know that they would have a need for
someone to rebuild the walls & the temple




[image: image7.png]...he declares of Jerusalem,

'She will be built'...

* Cyrus not only ¢ The actual return
authorized those & rebuilding were
Jews who wished done in ‘waves’
to return to their over a period of
homeland, but to decades, with
rebuild Jerusalem’s Ezra & Nehemiah
walls & its temple leading two of
(Ezra, Nehemiah) those waves

First, the temple was rebuilt, in 515 BC



[image: image8.png]...he declares... of the temple,
"Your foundation will be laid.’

* The location of a * The walls were
temple was very rebuilt under the
carefully selected, leadership of
& the Jew's temple Nehemiah, who
even more so returned in 444 BC,

+ Dignitaries were almost a century
present & special after Cyrus first
objects were declaration to allow
placed with the 1t the Jews to return

foundation stone & rebuild



[image: image9.png]Timeline of the Jews' return from exile
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* 538 - Cyrus decrees return of Jews

515 - Temple in Jerusalem completed
486 - Ahasuerus becomes king of Persia
479 - Esther becomes queen

458 - Ezra goes to Jerusalem

444 - Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem




[image: image10.png]Isaiah 45:1

Thus says the Lord to Cyrus His anointed,
whom | have taken by the right hand+, to
subdue nations before him and to loose the
loins of kings; to open doors before him so
that gates will not be shut:

+ In Hebrew culture, the right hand was the
hand of power, as we see in Exodus 15:6 &
Isaiah 48:13, among many other passages

Here God said that He took Cyrus by the right
hand, so that God was the one granting Cyrus
power to do the things described afterward in
this & the following verses



[image: image11.png]Cyrus the Shepherd?! Messiah?!

¢ The titles ‘Shepherd’ « But these titles

& ‘Anointed’ were were not granted
typically used in here because Cyrus
Scripture for godly was a godly leader,
people — even the but because God
Lord Jesus Christ! used the ungodly
So it may come as leader Cyrus to

a shock to have the carry out a godly
unbeliever Cyrus purpose among

called by these titles His people Israel



[image: image12.png]Shepherd & Messiah

* The title ‘Shepherd’
was used to picture
someone who leads
& cares for people,
based on how a real
shepherd would lead
& care for his flock
of sheep or goats
(Psalm 23; Ezekiel
34; John 10:11)

Hebrew: Hamashia
= (English) Messiah
= Greek: Christos
= (English) Christ

= ‘anointed’
Prophets, priests &
kings were anointed
for service (Exodus
29:29:; 1 Samuel
15:17; Psalm 18:50)



[image: image13.png]Isaiah 45:2-4

"l will go before you and make the rough
places smooth; | will shatter the doors of
bronze and cut through their iron bars. 3 | will
give you the treasures of darkness and hidden
wealth of secret places, so that you may know
that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who calls
you by your name. 4 For the sake of Jacob My
servant, and Israel My chosen one, | have also
called you by your name; | have given you a
title of honor though you have not known Me."



[image: image14.png]That was over 2500 years ago —
how is this relevant to us? Now?

* We are not the * Isaiah 44:28-45:4
people of Israel or & its context reveals
the nation of Judah to us a few things

+ But as the Church, about how God
we have been made ~ Works, both among

to be “in Christ” (1 His people Israel &
Corinthians 1:30), among us in the
who is also Israel's Church, that spring
Messiah & King from His eternal

(Matthew1:1,16;2:2)  character & nature



[image: image15.png]God will even use
unbelievers in our lives

« All of us have
unbelievers in our
lives & Scripture
provides guidance
for our relationships
with them (see 2
Corinthians 6:14,15;
Colossians 4:5,6; 1
Thessalonians 4:12;
1 Peter2:4-3:2, et al)

» Aside from direction
to us regarding our
interactions with
unbelievers, God
has also provided
examples like Cyrus
to show that He will
work through those
who don't know Him,
to be faithful to us!



[image: image16.png]Didn't God use...

« Didn't God use ¢ Can He not use
Judas, unbelieving unbelieving family
Jewish leaders, members, bosses,
Pontius Pilate & co-workers, civil &
even some Roman other authorities in
soldiers in order order to accomplish
for Christ to die His purposes in our
for our sins & for lives & in the lives
us to be identified of others living

in His death? around us?



[image: image17.png]They don’t even have to know
that they are being used of God!

* Not only will these * God accomplishes

‘useful’ unbelievers all this in our lives
be used of God, & in the lives of the
though they don't unbelievers, all the
even know Him, while still holding
but they don't even the unbeliever to
have to know that be responsible to
they are being used believe in Christ

of God in order to while on this earth

be useful to Him! & for his/her actions



[image: image18.png]Biblical Crowns & Rewards

Five Crowns*:
Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

Church Founder’'s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4:8
Elder's Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4
Martyr's Crown: Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

« Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
« Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
¢ Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor’s crown in athletic competition



[image: image19.png]Isaiah 45:22-23

"Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the
earth+; for | am God, and there is no other.
23 "l have sworn by Myself, the word has
gone forth from My mouth in righteousness
and will not turn back, that to Me every knee
will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance.”

+ The Lord made & even now makes His
appeal to everyone on the planet to be saved

How? By turning to the Lord. God alone has
accomplished & offers salvation for all who
turn to Him in faith



[image: image20.png]Isaiah 52:7-8
How lovely on the mountains
Are the feet of him who brings good news,
Who announces peace
And brings good news of happiness,
Who announces salvation,
And says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices,
They shout joyfully together;
For they will see with their own eyes
When the Lord restores Zion.



[image: image21.png]Isaiah 52:9-10
Break forth, shout joyfully together,
You waste places of Jerusalem;
For the Lord has comforted His people,
He has redeemed Jerusalem.

10 The Lord has bared His holy arm
In the sight of all the nations,
That all the ends of the earth may see
The salvation of our God.



[image: image22.png]Isaiah 52:10
The Lord has bared His holy arm

The salvation of our God.

‘The Lord’ & ‘our God’ are rhyming meanings

‘bared His holy arm’ is a figure of speech that
means for God to show His power in salvation

‘sight’ & ‘see’ are obviously rhyming meanings

‘all the nations’ = ‘all the ends of the earth’




[image: image23.png]Psalms 22:27
All the ends of the earth will remember
and turn to the Lord,
And all the families of the nations
will worship before You.

Jeremiah 16:19
O Lord, my strength and my stronghold,
And my refuge in the day of distress,
To You the nations will come
From the ends of the earth and say,
"Our fathers have inherited nothing but
falsehood, futility and things of no profit.”

Also Psalms 2:8; Isaiah 52:10; Zechariah 9:10



[image: image24.png]Making a covenant

« From the days * Genesis 9:9-17

of Noah into New Genesis 21:22-34
Testament times, Genesis 24:1-9

covenants typically . .
had three common ¢ Genesis 26:26-33
Exodus 32:13

elements: 1) an oath,

2) swearing by a Jeremiah 22:5

deity, & 3) a physical Daniel 12:7
Hebrews 6:13,14

gesture or sign
« Examples include:



[image: image25.png]Isaiah 42:23 in Romans 14:11
For it is written,

"As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall
bow to me, and every tongue shall give
praise to God."



[image: image26.png]Isaiah 45:23 updated in Philippians 2:8-11

Being found in appearance as a man,

He [Christ] humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on
a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name
which is above every name, 10 so that at the
name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those
who are in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.
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