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Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

Thus says the Lord,

the King of Israel and his Redeemer,
the Lord of hosts:

[ am the first and
[ am the last, and
there is no God besides Me.'
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Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

'l am the first and | am the last, and
there is no God besides Me.'

Isaiah 44:6 is spoken from God, whom
Scripture presents as the Father, the Son
& the Holy Spirit (known as the ‘Trinity’:

three personal beings — one essence)

But the identities given in this verse
focus upon God the Son: Jesus Christ
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Thus says the Lord+, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

'l am the first and | am the last, and
there is no God besides Me."

+ the Lord: the Hebrew word here is Yahweh,
the covenant name of God with Israel (Exodus
3:14), who is the self-existent one who dwells
in the eternal present, the ‘| AM’

In the Greek Old Testament, the claim of God

to be the one who dwells in the eternal present,
to be the self-existent one, is egd eimi, which
literally means, ‘I, | am’



[image: image4.png]Remember Isaiah 43:257

I, even |, am+ the one who wipes out your
transgressions for My own sake, and | will
not remember your sins.”

+ |, even |, am: In the Greek Old Testament,
this is ‘egb eimi, egd eimi’: ‘| AM, | AM’

Like Isaiah does several times in his book,
he uses double statements for emphasis
(such as “peace, peace” in Isaiah 26:3 &
“comfort, comfort” in Isaiah 40:1) & here
Isaiah is emphatic about who God is &

His uniqueness in all of existence, as the
Creator of everything in heaven & on earth



[image: image5.png]The Gospel of John:
seven statements by Christ, “I AM”

“I AM the bread of life” John 6:35

“I AM the light of the world” John 8:12

“I AM the gate” John 10:7,9

“I AM the good shepherd” John 10:11,14

“I AM the resurrection and the life” John 11:25

“I AM the way, the truth, and the life” |John 14:6

“| AM the true vine” John 15:1,5

| AM = “eg6 eimi’, in these passages & in
the Greek Old Testament in Exodus 3:14
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When | saw Him, | fell at His
feet like a dead man. And He
placed His right hand on me,
saying, "Do not be afraid;
lam+ the first and the last,
18 and the living One; and

| was dead, and behold,

| am alive forevermore,

and | have the keys of

death and of Hades.

+ 1 am: In the Greek text of
the New Testament this is:

eg6 eimi, a claim to deity
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Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel+
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

'l am the first and | am the last, and
there is no God besides Me."

+ the King of Israel: This title is one we later see
used of Christ in the gospels, both in mocking &
in honest recognition of who Christ was & is &
will be in regard to the people & nation of Israel

The prophet Zephaniah, in Zephaniah 3:15,
paired the same titles as Isaiah did in this verse,
only in reverse, “The King of Israel, the Lord...”
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Matthew 27:42

"He saved others; He cannot save Himself.
He is the King of Israel; let Him now come

down from the cross, and we will believe in
Him."

Mark 15:32

"Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come
down from the cross, so that we may see and
believe!" Those who were crucified with Him

were also insulting Him.
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[image: image10.png]“the King of Israel’ as an honest recognition
in John 1:49

Nathanael answered Him, "Rabbi, You are
the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.”

“the King of Israel” as a positive declaration
in John 12:12-13

On the next day the large crowd who had
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus
was coming to Jerusalem, took the branches
of the palm trees and went out to meet Him,
and began to shout, "Hosanna! Blessed is

He who comes in the name of the Lord,

even the King of Israel."



[image: image11.png]“The King of Israel” or
“the King of the Jews”

¢ Though Christ was
called & received
both of these titles
in His 15t coming...

* He will be seated
on David’s throne
as the fulfillment of
a prophecy given
3000 years ago
(1 Chronicles 17)

« This prophecy was
repeated to Mary
some 2000 years
ago (Luke 1:32,33)

* It will be fulfilled in
Christ's 2" coming
to reign upon the
entire earth from
the city of Jerusalem
(Isaiah 9:7; 24:23)



[image: image12.png]Isaiah 44:6

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer+, the Lord of hosts:

'l am the first and | am the last, and
there is no God besides Me.'

+ his Redeemer: The Lord, the King of Israel,
is also Israel's Redeemer, having brought her
out of bandage in Egypt, & having the place
of redeeming Israel in times to come

‘Redeemer’ & ‘Savior’ are near synonyms,
& there are passages in Isaiah that place
those titles together with that in view
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Isaiah 49:26

And all flesh+ will know that |, the Lord, am
your++ Savior and your++ Redeemer, the
Mighty One of Jacob.

Isaiah 60:16

Then you++ will know that |, the Lord, am
your++ Savior and your++ Redeemer, the
Mighty One of Jacob.

+ All of humanity, focusing on the Gentiles
++ The people of Israel
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for
us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and
to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
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But when the fullness of the time came, God
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born

under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem
those who were under the Law, that we might

receive the adoption as sons. 6 Because you
are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
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Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts+:

'l am the first and | am the last, and
there is no God besides Me.'

+ the Lord of hosts: This could also be
translated, “the Lord of armies” (the Hebrew
word translated ‘hosts’ is the same word is
used in Numbers 1:52; 10:28 with the
meaning ‘armies’)

‘Lord’ is the same Hebrew word as it was the
1t time in this verse (‘Thus says the Lord’)



[image: image17.png]Jesus Christ as the Lord of Armies (Hosts)
in Revelation 19:11-14

And | saw heaven opened, and behold, a
white horse, and He who sat on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He
judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a
flame of fire, and on His head are many
diadems; and He has a name written on Him
which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is
clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His
name is called The Word of God. 14 And the
armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean, were following Him
on white horses.
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Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

‘| am the first and | am the last+, and
there is no God besides Me."

+ | am the first and | am the last: This same or
very similar statement is given a few times in
Isaiah & in the book of Revelation
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"Who has performed and accomplished it,
Calling forth the generations from the
beginning? ‘I, the Lord, am the first,

and with the last+. | am He."™

+ God was there at the very start & He will

be there when all is said & done. He does not
come & go, like the humans on planet earth,
nor is He held subject to the limitations of all
the things on this planet. When it comes to
the course of things happening on this planet
in general, & down to the details of our lives,
He is the First & the Last, the Beginning & the
End, the Alpha & the Omega, & the A to Z into
eternity. God is not just “a part of our lives”!




[image: image21.png]When Revelation quotes Isaiah

* Revelation speaks
repeatedly of “I AM
the Beginning and
the End” and “I AM
the First and the
Last” (Revelation
1:17,18; 2:8; 21:6;
22:13; & “the Alpha
& the Omega”,1:8;
21:6; 22:13)

The claim of God to
be “the Beginning
and the End” and
“the First and the
Last” comes from
Isaiah 41:4; 44:6;
46:9,10; 48:12

“I AM” in several of
these verses is ego
eimi, a claim to deity
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Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

'l am the first and | am the last, and
there is no God besides Me+.'

+ there is no God besides Me: God is emphatic
—when it comes to God there is no ‘Plan B’, 1st
alternate, ‘deity congeniality’, primary backup,
emergency stockpile, reserve deity, no ‘just in
case’ God, nor any ‘spare’
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"Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

'l am the first and | am the last, and there is

no God besides Me. 7 'Who is like Me? Let him
proclaim and declare it; yes, let him recount it to
Me in order, from the time that | established the
ancient nation. And let them declare to them the
things that are coming and the events that are
going to take place.

The message of the end of verse 6 &
the question at the beginning of verse 7:

There is no God besides the God of Scripture
& nobody & nothing else even comes close!
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Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it;
yes, let him recount it to Me in order, from the
time that | established the ancient nation. And
let them declare to them the things that are
coming and the events that are going to take
place.

After God asks the question, “Who is like Me?”,
He challenges the “substitute deities” to come
forward & demonstrate an equal to God's

foreknowledge, sovereignty, & absolute
faithfulness to His promises from the very
beginning to the end of this present universe!
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* God'’s sovereignty « But instead, God's

should not be foreknowledge,
thought of as the sovereignty &
director of some faithfulness are

sort of cosmic the aspects of all
machine, forcing of God's eternal
every good & every character, in which
evil to come to we can take great
pass, down to the comfort & assurance

smallest detail for all eternity



[image: image26.png]What God’s sovereignty means

* God'’s sovereignty * God'’s sovereignty

means that when means that when
God directs the God says He will
Jews to carry out resurrect Christ
temple rituals that from the grave,
point to the ultimate which is an
sacrifice of Jesus essential step in
Christ for our sins, our salvation, it
that the ultimate really does come

sacrifice happens! to pass!
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[image: image28.png]What God’s sovereignty means

¢ God made promises * God made promises
to Abraham about to David that his

aland, seed & descendent would
blessing (Gen. 12) reign over his house,
. God was, is & ever throne & _kingdom
will be faithful to (1 Chronicles 17)
those promises all ¢ David, Isaiah, Micah
the way to the end & others prophesied
of this present about the 15t coming

universe & beyond of Christ



[image: image29.png]What God’s sovereignty means

* The birth of the * These all became
Son of God to reality because
Mary & Joseph... God is sovereign

¢ The death of Christ  Being sovereign,
on the cross for God'’s faithfulness
our sins... & foreknowledge

+ The resurrection mean these things
of Christ from the come to pass with

grave... absolute certainty



[image: image30.png]What God’s sovereignty means

* Because of God's * & our resurrection

sovereignty we can in bodies like the
totally count on the Lord’s own body
eternal position we .+ & that we will be
have in Christ... conformed to the

* & the abiding image of Christ
presence & life of  « g that we will see
the Lord with us our Lord - the Lord of

glory - face to face



[image: image31.png]What God’s sovereignty means

* Because of God's ¢ He really can &

sovereignty & all of does work all things
His character, we together for the
can count on Him ultimate good —
for right now no exceptions

* He has a purpose * God's sovereignty
for all the things is carried out in our
that are happening lives consistent with

to you & to me His grace & love
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John 13:19

"From now on | am telling you before it comes
to pass, so that when it does occur, you may
believe that | am He."

John 14:29

"Now | have told you before it happens, so
that when it happens, you may believe."
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'Do not tremble and do not be afraid; have | not
long since announced it to you and declared it?
And you are My witnesses. Is there any God
besides Me, or is there any other Rock? | know
of none.’

We can always trust in God's absolute &
infinite character & trust in God's sovereignty

Trust is the opposite of fear & trembling;

God is not asking that we just stop trembling

& being afraid just because we're supposed to,
but because of God's character & sovereignty
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'Do not tremble and do not be afraid; have | not
long since announced it to you and declared it?
And you are My witnesses. Is there any God
besides Me, or is there any other Rock? | know
of none.’

God had told Israel what He was going to do
& key things that were to happen to them

What was going to happen was recorded in
Scripture, & of the fulfillment of those things
Isaiah’s readers themselves were withesses
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'Do not tremble and do not be afraid; have | not
long since announced it to you and declared it?
And you are My witnesses. |s there any God

besides Me, or is there any other Rock? | know
of none.’

The Lord gave the application of this verse's
message to us in Isaiah 26:3-4, "The steadfast

of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because
he trusts in You. 4 Trust in the Lord forever, for
in God the Lord, we have an everlasting Rock."




[image: image36.png]The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Isaiah 44:6-8

"Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

'l am the first and | am the last, and there is

no God besides Me. 7 'Who is like Me? Let him
proclaim and declare it; yes, let him recount it to
Me in order, from the time that | established the
ancient nation. And let them declare to them the
things that are coming and the events that are
going to take place. 8 'Do not tremble and do
not be afraid; have | not long since announced
it to you and declared it? And you are My
witnesses. Is there any God besides Me, or

is there any other Rock? | know of none."
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