[image: image1.png]Stepping into Isaiah chapter 41

* Isaiah chapters * We're beneficiaries
40-48 are about of Isaiah’s message,
“God versus the to Israel, because
pagan idols” he wrote repeatedly

« So Isaiah wrote about the character
about who God is’ of God, who is both
& God's relationship ~ changeless & eternal
to Israel to show * And God has also
how far short the saved us by faith

pagan idols fell in His precious Son



[image: image2.png]God made believing Gentiles & Jews
into one new people: the Church




[image: image3.png]We should keep a few things in
mind as we go through this chapter

« Isaiah portrays the  « Isaiah is also setting
God of Scripture as the stage for an

taking the pagan amazing prophecy
gods to court — about a future ruler
challenging them of an empire, to be
to present their revealed just a few
case & to answer chapters later, who
questions: as if it will serve God's
were a spiritual purpose with His

interrogation chosen people Israel



[image: image4.png]A timeline for Isaiah chapters 41-45
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chapters off to allowing
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[image: image5.png]Isaiah 41:4

"Who has performed and accomplished it,
Calling forth the generations from the
beginning? I, the Lord, am the first,

and with the last. | am He.™

God is speaking here as the interrogator
in His court case & the witness! He will

both ask the questions & answer them
with personal testimony!




[image: image6.png]Isaiah 41:4

"Who has performed and accomplished it,
Calling forth the generations from the
beginning? I, the Lord, am the first,

and with the last. | am He.™

God is sovereign in the details of history,
including the people of Israel & of each one
of us in the Church. He has a purpose that

spans from the grand movements of global
history, down to the smallest details of each
one of our lives. God both knows & does it!
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"Who has performed and accomplished it+,
Calling forth the generations from the
beginning? I, the Lord, am the first,

and with the last. | am He."™

+ God is asking the people of Judah, “Who
will bring about your return from Babylon (&
you haven't even been carried away to there
yet)? A ruler will come to send you back
home. Who is going to be the one who will
pull that off? God speaks about the final
fulfillment in what is called “the prophetic
past”: a future event so certain that it is
spoken of as if it had already come to pass.



[image: image8.png]God is sovereign over time in Romans 8:28-30

And we know that God causes all things
to work together for good
to those who love God,
to those who are called
according to His purpose.
29 For those whom He foreknew,
He also predestined
to become conformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be
the firstborn among many brethren;
30 and these whom He predestined,
He also called; and these whom He called,
He also justified; and these whom He justified,
He also glorified.
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"Who has performed and accomplished it,
Calling forth the generations from the
beginning?+ 'l, the Lord, am the first,
and with the last. | am He."™

+ God was looking to bringing the ruler Cyrus
into existence, & into a place of power, in
order to send the Jews back to Judah from
Babylon. When in history was God acting

to make that come about — an event still a
century & a half ahead of Isaiah’s time?

God acted from the very beginning of time,
when He created Adam & then Eve (see
Genesis chapters 2 & 3)



[image: image10.png]Isaiah 41:4

"Who has performed and accomplished it,
Calling forth the generations from the
beginning? ‘I, the Lord, am the first,

and with the last. | am He.+"™

+ Here is where God answers His own
question (“Who has performed...?”). Only
God can answer that it was He who created
from the beginning & made humans & was
sovereign over them from one generation to
the next. Genesis provides several lists of
genealogies, as do Matthew & Luke, but in all
these things, God is sovereign (John 1:12,13)
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"Who has performed and accomplished it,
Calling forth the generations from the
beginning? ‘I, the Lord, am the first,

and with the last+. | am He."

+ God was there at the very start & He will

be there when all is said & done. He does not
come & go, like the humans on planet earth,
nor is He held subject to the limitations of all
the things on this planet. When it comes to
the course of things happening on this planet
in general, & down to the details of our lives,
He is the First & the Last, the Beginning & the
End, the Alpha & the Omega, & the A to Z into
eternity. God is not just “a part of our lives”!




[image: image12.png]When Revelation quotes Isaiah

* Revelation speaks
repeatedly of “I AM
the Beginning and
the End” and “I AM
the First and the
Last” (Revelation
1:17,18; 2:8; 21:6;
22:13; & “the Alpha
& the Omega”,1:8;
21:6; 22:13)

The claim of God to
be “the Beginning
and the End” and
“the First and the
Last” comes from
Isaiah 41:4; 44:6;
46:9,10; 48:12

“I AM” in several of
these verses is ego
eimi, a claim to deity



[image: image13.png]The Gospel of John: seven
statements by Christ, ‘I AM”

“I AM the bread of life” John 6:35

“I AM the light of the world” John 8:12

“I AM the gate” John 10:7,9

“| AM the good shepherd” John 10:11,14

“| AM the resurrection and the life” John 11:25

“I AM the way, the truth, and the life” |John 14:6

“I AM the true vine” John 1515

| AM = “egb eimi’, in these passages & in the Greek
Old Testament in Exodus 3:14; Isaiah 41:4; 46:9 et al




[image: image14.png]God’s character defines
our history, present & eternity

¢ As God sees it, & * Our present is
as eternity will show part of the ultimate
to be true, our own conforming process

history is not the life to the image of Christ
story we tell others, (Romans 8:28,29)

but our history in « Our future is an

Christ, in our having  eternity defined by
been identified with who He is & who

Christ in His death, we will be in Christ &

burial, resurrection, like Him (1 John 3:2)
ascension & seating
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‘Do not fear+, for | am with you; do not
anxiously look about you+, for | am your God.
| will strengthen you, surely | will help you,

surely | will uphold you with My righteous right
hand.’

+ Where have we heard these kinds of
messages before? Notice that the fear
perspective has to do with where we're
looking! Also notice God's answer to the
fear & anxiety!




[image: image16.png]Philippians 3:12-14

Not that | have already obtained it or have
already become perfect, but | press on so that
| may lay hold of that for which also | was laid
hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, | do not
regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but
one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and
reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 |
press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.



[image: image17.png]“...toward the goal for the prize...”

¢ The post at the
finish was the
goal (skopos)
toward which the
runner or chariot
racer would look
(skopein), fixing
his eye on it (see
Hebrews 12:2)



[image: image18.png]Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have so
great a cloud of withesses
surrounding us, let us also lay
aside every encumbrance and
the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run
with endurance the race that
is set before us, 2 fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of faith, who for the
joy set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.
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Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

Do not fear, for
[ am with you;

do not anxiously look about you, for
[ am your God.

| will strengthen you, surely
| will help you, surely
| will uphold you with My righteous right hand.
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Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

Do not fear, for -
| am with you; God is Present

do not anxiously look about you, for

I am your God. God is Personal

What is God's answer for our fear & anxiety
problem(s)? It is who He is: His infinite &

eternal character & His continual presence
& His irreversible personal connection to us!
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Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

Do not fear, for
[ am with you;

do not anxiously look about you, for
[ am your God.

| will strengthen you, surely -
| will help you, surely Need certainty”?

| will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

It is God's promises & His determination

that will make all the difference in the world!
From this one on into the new one to come!
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'Do not fear, for | am+ with you; do not
anxiously look about you, for | am+ your God.
| will strengthen++ you, surely | will help++ you,

surely | will uphold++ you with My righteous
right hand*.‘

+ God presents who He is as the answer
++ God presents what He does as the answer

His “righteous right hand” declares God's
character of infinite righteousness & His

right hand is, as a Jewish figure of speech,
His hand of great power
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'Do not fear, for | am+ with you; do not
anxiously look about you, for | am+ your God.
| will strengthen++ you, surely | will help++ you,

surely | will uphold++ you with My righteous
right hand*.‘

+ God presents who He is as the answer
++ God presents what He does as the answer

His “righteous right hand” declares God's
character of infinite righteousness & His

right hand is, as a Jewish figure of speech,
His hand of great power




[image: image24.png]Jesus speaks to the disciples in John 14:1

Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in Me.



[image: image25.png]Paul writes from prison in Philippians 4:6-7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. 7 And

the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts and

your minds in Christ Jesus.



[image: image26.png]Our relationship with Christ
is not like a pill or a tool

« It is possible that
we might look upon
our relationship with
the Lord as we view
a pill or a tool

 Is God just a useful
option or accessory?

« Since He is the first
& the last (A to Z),
He is our life

We are not just to
call upon Him when
we have a problem
in our lives, as if our
lives were our own

We need Him ina
far, far larger way!

He is our history &
our future, so why
not also the present?
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