[image: image1.png]Whatever happened to...?

« Isaiah chapter 39 is « The Lord protected
the last place in the Jerusalem as He
book of Isaiah that had promised, &...

Isaiah the prophet & « King Hezekiah lived
King Hezekiah are out the 15 years the
mentioned, so our Lord had promised
curiosity draws us « Hezekiah's son

to ask, “Whatever Manasseh took the
happened to Isaiah throne at age 12(!),

& King Hezekiah? reigning for 55 years



[image: image2.png]An Isaiah 38-39 Timeline

15 years added
to Hezekiah's life

Isaiah 38-39

Hezekiah's
death

2 Kings 20:1-21:1; 2 Chronicles 32:24-33:1



[image: image3.png]The rest of the story...

 As for Isaiah, « Written Jewish
we have very little traditions tell us
in Scripture to say that Manasseh
what happened to sent his soldiers to
him, so we have to hunt Isaiah down
depend on a few « Catching Isaiah in
sources that don't a hollow tree, the
have the same soldiers sawed the
level of reliability tree in half (likely

as does Scripture in Hebrews 11:37)



[image: image4.png]The Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11:32, 33...37, 38

And what more shall | say? For time will fail me
if | tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by
faith... 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in
two+, they were tempted, they were put to death
with the sword; they went about in sheepskins,
in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated
38 (men of whom the world was not worthy),
wandering in deserts and mountains and caves
and holes in the ground.

+ Likely a reference to the way in which Isaiah
was martyred, which Jewish tradition says was
by order of King Manasseh, son of Hezekiah



[image: image5.png]And finally...

¢ Hezekiah's son, o After Manasseh's
Manasseh was a very humbling
most wicked king, experience in
until the time when Babylon, he finally
he was taken as a repented of the evils
captive to Babylon he had done before,
(details recorded in & turned to the Lord

2 Chronicles 33:11) for his last days



[image: image6.png]Isaiah chapters 40-48 have a character of their
own! Contrasting the pagan gods with the God
of Scripture, they tell us of God's character!

Chapters: 1-39 40-66
General focus: |judgment deliverance
Historical detail: |present absent
The Messiah is |the shoot the servant
portrayed as: from Jesse |of the Lord
Life of Isaiah: present absent
Empire focus: |Assyria Babylon




[image: image7.png]“Comfort, O comfort My people...”

Isaiah chapter * In many of those
40 begins with a instances it is God
double imperative who is the one who
to comfort God's comforts His people

people (the Jews) . 50 what is meant
“Comfort”is a theme by “comfort? It is:
in the rest of |Saiah, . Encouragement’

in which “comfort” hope, consolation

is mentioned more in troubled times &
than a dozen times relief from anxiety



[image: image8.png]2 Corinthians 1:3-5

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of
all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction
so that we will be able to comfort those who are
in any affliction with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God.

Romans 15:5-6

Now may the God who gives perseverance and
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind
with one another according to Christ Jesus, 6 so
that with one accord you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

2 Cor.1:10c,“He on whom we have set our hope”



[image: image9.png]Philippians 2:1-2
Therefore if there is any encouragement in
Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there
is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and
compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being
of the same mind, maintaining the same love,
united in spirit, infent on one purpose.

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
rejoice! 5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all
men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses
all comprehension, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.



[image: image10.png]At the start of Isaiah chapter 40,
something astounding happens

« First, Isaiah chapter « where it is telling of
40 opens with some the ministry of John

astounding words, the Baptist

_revealing insights - Matching up

into both the 1% & chapters in Isaiah

2" comings of the with books of the

Lord Jesus Christ Bible in sequence,
¢ |saiah 40:3 is we find that

paraphrased in Matthew is Bible

Matthew 3:3... book #40



[image: image11.png]saiah 40:1-5
"Comfort, O comfort My people," says your God.
2 Speak kindly to Jerusalem;
And call out to her, that her warfare has ended,
That her iniquity has been removed,
That she has received of the Lord‘s hand
Double for all her sins."
3 A voice Is calling,
"Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness;
Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Let every valley be Tifted up,
And every mountain and hill be made low;
And let the rough ground become a plain,
And the rugged terrain a broad valley;

e glory of the Lord will be revealed,
And all flesh will see it together;
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken."




[image: image12.png]Isaiah continues to
proclaim God’s eternal purpose

Reveal His glory
Declare His glory
Share His glory

That He might be
glorified




[image: image13.png]Isaiah 40:5
Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
And all flesh will see it together;

Isaiah 41:16
But you will rejoice in the Lord,
You will glory in the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 42:8 R ’

i » Reveal His glory
| am the Lord, that is My name; . peclare His glory
| will not give My glory to another, « Share His glory
Nor My praise to graven images. )



[image: image14.png]Isaiah 40:8

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word
of our God stands forever... (1 Peter 1:24,25)

+ Grass & flowers have an undeniable &
God-given beauty & glory of their own, but
the word of God (spoken & written) has a
permanence & stability that is unmatched,
because God is the author of His word; it

is God’s own eternal & changeless & infinite
character that makes His word have such
enduring value & truth! And, it is through
the written word that we who believe behold
the Living Word: Jesus Christ our Lord! It is
in beholding Him that we are transformed
from glory to glory (2 Corinthians 3:18)



[image: image15.png]Psalm 119:89
Forever+, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven.
+ Forever: Hebrew — ofam (same in Isaiah 40:8)

Matthew 24:35

Heaven and earth will pass away++, but My
words will not pass away.

++ Heaven and earth will pass away: This same
message is also conveyed in 2 Peter 3:10-13 &
Revelation 21:1; this present heavens & earth
will pass away by God'’s intent, & then a new
heavens & earth will be created; God's words,
however, will remain — they “will not pass away”




[image: image16.png]Isaiah 40:10

Behold, the Lord God will come with might,
with His arm ruling for Him.+ Behold, His reward
is with Him and His recompense before Him.

+ When will the Lord God come with might?
Both the Old Testament & New Testament
Scriptures point towards a momentous time at
the end of the Tribulation period & the start of
the Millennial reign of Christ when Christ will
come to put down those who oppose Him &
reign on earth for 1000 years (Revelation 19:11-
20:6); the “arm” of the Lord is used throughout
Scripture to convey the almighty power of God
in action (e.g., Deuteronomy 9:29 & 11:2)




[image: image17.png]Isaiah 40:10 timeline

You’re
here

Millennial
Kingdom
Isaiah 1%t 2nd New
Coming Coming | Heavens
& New
Isaiah Earth

Tribulation 40:10
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[image: image19.png]Isaiah 40:10

Behold, the Lord God will come with might,
with His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward
is with Him and His recompense before Him+.

+ Christians may shy away from idea of being
rewarded by the Lord, thinking that for us to
expect rewards is selfish, materialistic, etc.;
but Scripture speaks repeatedly of rewards for
the saints, whether in Israel (like here in Isaiah
40:10) or the Church (where Revelation 22:12
quotes this verse regarding Christ’s reward for
us in the Church); God desires to reward us,
He is motivated to reward us fully (2 John 8)

& His rewarding of us is not at all an appeal

to fleshly or earthly motivations!



[image: image20.png]Revelation 22:12-13

"Behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is
with Me+, to render to every man according to
what he has done. 13"l am the Alpha and the
Omega, the first and the last++, the beginning
and the end*."

+ Isaiah 40:10; 62:11 (quote)

++ Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 48:12 (simplified quote,
with verse 13 being three statements that Jesus
Christ, who is God, is comprehensively the one
who defines everything “from A to Z”, as we
would say using an English figure of speech)

* |saiah 46:10 (personalizing in the above what
God says that He does in Isaiah 46:10)




[image: image21.png]Biblical Crowns & Rewards

Five Crowns*:
Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

Church Founder’'s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4:8
Elder's Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4
Martyr's Crown: Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

« Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
« Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
¢ Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition



[image: image22.png]Those crowns are an eternal
capacity to glorify the Lord!

Revelation 4:10

“...the twenty-four
elders will fall down
before Him who sits
on the throne, and

will worship Him who
lives forever and ever,
and will cast+ their
crowns before the
throne...” + repeatedly



[image: image23.png]Isaiah 40:11

Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, in His
arm He will gather the lambs and carry them
in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing
ewes.

+ Scripture often portrays the Lord as the
Shepherd, for both Israel (Isaiah 40:11, Psalm
23, Ezekiel 34) & for the Church (1 Peter 2:25;
5:4); the flock is not just “a flock”, or someone
else’s flock, but “His flock” (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter
5:2); notice the verbs: tend, gather, carry &
lead; this verse uses the shepherd analogy to
show the Lord’s tender care for each of us in
His blood-purchased flock



[image: image24.png]Tend, gather, carry & lead

e The Lord tends us, * The carrying &

watching over us leading of the Lord
carefully for our consists of our
spiritual provision eternal position in

& protection (John Christ, the ongoing
21:17; 1 Peter 2:25) ministries of the

« The flock has been Holy Spirit & what

made into one, by God has so lovingly
the Holy Spirit determined: we’'ll be

(Ephesians 4:4-6) conformed to Christ



[image: image25.png]Isaiah 40:12-14
Why so many questions?

e The Lord has seen  +« God has seen fit

fit to place some to use questions
questions in various in order for us to
places in Scripture: be involved in the

Genesis 3:8-11; Job  thought process
38,39;Romans 6:1-3 & to come to an

« These werent putin  acknowledgement
Scripture because of, & agreement

God doesn't know with, the truth He
the answers! wants us to learn



[image: image26.png]There is a similar intent with “If”

* Inthe New Testament « Why not just write

there are a number
of places where the
author uses “If...
then”, with the idea
that the “If’ condition
is assumed to be
true, & the sentence
is written as a
statement of logic

or translate “Since”?

The author, under
the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, is wanting
to have us, the
readers, take part

in & be involved in
the conclusion for
our benefit
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[image: image28.png]Isaiah 40:12

Who has measured the waters in the hollow

of His hand+, and marked off the heavens by
the span, and calculated the dust of the earth
by the measure, and weighed the mountains
in a balance and the hills in a pair of scales?

+ How does the Lord’s scale of things compare
to our own? The earth’s oceans contain about
321 million cubic miles of water; just what
magnitude is that to God? Oh, small enough
that He measures it by the handful




[image: image29.png]Isaiah 40:12

Who has measured the waters in the hollow
of His hand, and marked off the heavens by
the span+, and calculated the dust of the earth
by the measure, and weighed the mountains
in a balance and the hills in a pair of scales?

+ And what is the magnitude of astronomical
distance in God's view of things? How big

an expanse is the universe, most recently
estimated to contain as many as 500 billion
galaxies? Oh, small enough that He measures
it by just a span — the distance from thumb to
finger on a spread hand



[image: image30.png]Isaiah 40:12

Who has measured the waters in the hollow
of His hand, and marked off the heavens by
the span, and calculated the dust of the earth
by the measure+, and weighed the mountains
in a balance and the hills in a pair of scales?

+ Now dust particles are something we like
to keep out of our homes, but if we include
sediments of all sizes, the oceans alone have
77 million cubic miles of sediment; how does
God measure the magnitude of those
sediments? By the hand measure!



[image: image31.png]Isaiah 40:12

Who has measured the waters in the hollow
of His hand, and marked off the heavens by
the span, and calculated the dust of the earth
by the measure, and weighed the mountains
in a balance and the hills in a pair of scales+?

+ The weight of the mountains & hills may seem
like a strange thing to measure, but this is just
the principle in geology of ‘isostasy’, where the
weight of the mountains & hills is supported by
the buoyancy of other parts of the earth’s crust;
if that is “over the top” for you, just keep in mind
that something as massive as a mountain is no
problem for God to create or deal with



[image: image32.png]The Isaiah 40:12 principle

* The God of * God'’s act of
Scripture is a creation was not
God of infinite taxing to Him nor
power & knowledge did it challenge His
& creative ability infinite capacities

¢ Creating the « Nothing in our lives
universe, which in happens or doesn't
human scale is just happen because
awesome, is no God is somehow

challenge to God ‘capacity challenged’



[image: image33.png]Isaiah 40:13-14

Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, or

as His counselor has informed Him? 14 With
whom did He consult and who gave Him
understanding? And who taught Him in the
path of justice and taught Him knowledge and
informed Him of the way of understanding?...

+ In the pagan mythology of Isaiah’s day, the
god Marduk was the creator, but Marduk had to
go to Ea, the god of wisdom, in order to create
the world wisely; the pagan gods assembled

at intervals in order to discuss & debate what
should take place next; among the pagan

gods of Isaiah’s day no one god had all the
necessary knowledge & insight



[image: image34.png]Isaiah 40:13-14

Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, or

as His counselor has informed Him? 14 With
whom did He consult and who gave Him
understanding? And who taught Him in the
path of justice and taught Him knowledge and
informed Him of the way of understanding?...

+ Look at the actions in these two verses: the
questions are there to lead us to the conclusion
(by our own “Nobody!” answer to each question)
that God has no deficiency in any of these
things; God is totally & infinitely sufficient

within Himself in all of these, by His own
character! Does He lack any aspect of

His character when it comes to our lives?



[image: image35.png]The Isaiah 40:13-14 principle

* God is totally * God does not
adequate in His desire for us to pray
knowledge & so that He will be
understanding & informed about us
insight & wisdom, or because He
in every regard, needs to have our
including every insights into what
detail of our lives is happening

Prayer has to do with our fellowship with God,
but is not about our “getting God up to speed”
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