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in Isaiah 1:1

Uzziah * Isaiah 36-39 is Isaiah’s
historical account of what
took place, as Isaiah

Jotham seems to have held a
“court prophet” position
Ahaz in Hezekiah's royal court,

like Nathan had held in

- King David's court about
Hezekiah three centuries earlier
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[image: image3.png]Differences in sections of Isaiah

Chapters: 1-39 40-66
General focus: |judgment deliverance
Historical detail: |present absent
Messiah is the shoot the servant
portrayed as: from Jesse |of the Lord
Life of Isaiah: present absent
Empire focus: |Assyria Babylon




[image: image4.png]A chiasm in Isaiah 38-39

A Hezekiah contemplates death (38:1a)
B Isaiah & the word of the Lord+ (38:1b-7)

........9..H.?EE.'S!Ehi?..999?9%?19.’.1..(.%?5?:22?. ..........
chiasm | & fiezekiah's defection (39-1-2)

B’ Isaiah & the word of the Lord+ (39:3-7)
A’ Hezekiah contemplates life (39:8)
+ Isaiah...came...and said...:
“Thus says the Lord...” (38:1b)
“Hear the word of the Lord...” (39:3)



[image: image5.png]Isaiah 38:1

In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill.
And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz+ came
to him and said to him, "Thus says the Lord,
'Set your house in order, for you shall die and
not live."

+ This is the last time we’'ll hear Isaiah refer
to himself this way, & by the end of chapter
39 (coming in minutes) we'll hear his name in
the text of Isaiah for the last time: the focus
from chapter 40 of Isaiah is elsewhere &
often pointing to a future time — even a

far future time
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In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill.
And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came
to him and said to him, "Thus says the Lord

'Set your house in order, for you shall die and
not live."'+

+ The Lord speaks through Isaiah to warn
Hezekiah to get things in place for him to pass
out of this world; it sounds pretty certain from
this that Hezekiah's going to die; we'll return

to the last part of Isaiah’s message in verse 1
shortly...



[image: image7.png]Isaiah 38:2-3

Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall+ and
prayed to the Lord, 3 and said, "Remember
now, O Lord, | beseech You, how | have
walked before You in truth and with a whole
heart, and have done what is good in Your
sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

+ There is no comparable passage to know
if this was a culturally based behavior, but
it doesn't sound like Hezekiah was wanting
to communicate with people; it could have
been for privacy, & could possibly have
been Hezekiah's way of expressing his
withdrawal from others — but, he did pray...



[image: image8.png]Isaiah 38:2-3

Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and
prayed to the Lord, 3 and said, "Remember
now, O Lord, | beseech You, how | have
walked before You in truth and with a whole
heart, and have done what is good in Your
sight.“+ And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

+ Hezekiah does not pray with the enlightened
viewpoint that he held when he was praying
for Jerusalem, when he began with who God
is & what He has done; instead he brings to
the Lord’s attention how he has walked before
God & what he has done in God’s sight:

e truth e whole heart e good
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[image: image10.png]« Deuteronomy 4:40,
“So you shall keep
His statutes and His
commandments
which | am giving
you today, that it
may go well with
you and with your
children after you,
and that you may
live long on the land
which the Lord your
God is giving you
for all time."

* Deuteronomy 5:16,
“Honor your
father and your
mother, as the
Lord your God
has commanded
you, that your days
may be prolonged
and that it may go
well with you on
the land which
the Lord your
God gives you.”
(see Exodus 20:12)



[image: image11.png]Samuel to Israel: 1 Samuel 12:24-25

Only fear the Lord and serve Him in truth with
all your heart; for consider what great things
He has done for you. 25 "But if you still do
wickedly, both you and your king will be
swept away.” (see also 1 Kings 4:2)

David to Solomon: 1 Chronicles 28:9

As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of
your father, and serve Him with a whole heart...

Recorded of Israel: 1 Chronicles 29:9

Then the people rejoiced because they had
offered so willingly, for they made their
offering to the Lord with a whole heart,

and King David also rejoiced greatly.
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Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and
prayed to the Lord, 3 and said, "Remember
now, O Lord, | beseech You, how | have
walked before You in truth and with a whole
heart, and have done what is good in Your
sight.“ And Hezekiah wept bitterly+.

+ It was looking like the conditional earthly
blessings that Hezekiah had been expecting,
based on his heart & behavior (remember
Deuteronomy 28) were not going to come to
pass; Hezekiah's hopes were being dashed!
(as far as he could see, while facing the wall)



[image: image13.png]Isaiah 38:4-6

Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah,
saying, 5 "Go and say to Hezekiah+, 'Thus
says the Lord, the God of your father David,
"l have heard your prayer, | have seen your
tears; behold, | will add fifteen years to your
life. 6 | will deliver you and this city from the
hand of the king of Assyria; and | will defend
this city.™

+ Isaiah is once again the mouthpiece
for the Lord, to speak directly to the king!



[image: image14.png]Isaiah 38:4-6

Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah,
saying, 5 "Go and say to Hezekiah, 'Thus
says the Lord, the God of your father David+,
"l have heard your prayer, | have seen your
tears; behold, | will add fifteen years to your
life. 6 | will deliver you and this city from the
hand of the king of Assyria; and | will defend
this city.™

+ That the Lord is the God of Hezekiah's
“father”, David is important: God made a
promise to David to have a descendent over
his house, throne & kingdom, & Hezekiah was
of that line; also David had a heart for God




[image: image15.png]The word of the Lord to King David, through
Nathan the prophet:

2 Samuel 7:16

"Your house and your kingdom shall endure
before Me forever; your throne shall be
established forever."
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from

Luke 1:26-33

in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of

the d

escendants of David; and the virgin's name was

Mary. 28 And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you." 29 But she was

very
what
her, '

perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering
kind of salutation this was. 30 The angel said to
‘Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor

with God. 31 "And behold, you will conceive in your

wom

b and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.

32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the

Most

High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of

His father David; 33 and He will reign over the_house of

Jaco

b forever, and His kingdom will have no end."



[image: image17.png]Isaiah 38:4-6

Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah,
saying, 5 "Go and say to Hezekiah, 'Thus
says the Lord, the God of your father David,

Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

| have|heard your prayer,
| have[seen your tears; behold,

add fifteen years to your life.

deliver you and this city
from the hand of the king of Assyria; and
defend this city."
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[image: image19.png]An Isaiah 38-39 Timeline

15 years added
to Hezekiah's life

Isaiah 38-39

Hezekiah's
death

2 Kings 20:1-21:1; 2 Chronicles 32:24-33:1



[image: image20.png]Isaiah 38:7-8

"This shall be the sign to you+ from the Lord,
that the Lord will do this thing that He has
spoken: 8 "Behold, | will cause the shadow on
the stairway, which has gone down with the
sun on the stairway of Ahaz, to go back ten
steps.” So the sun's shadow went back ten
steps on the stairway on which it had gone
down.

+ This shall be the sign to you: Hezekiah gets
a sign — again! These signs are short-term
verifications of the truth of the prophecy given
by Isaiah & of the reality of God's promise



[image: image21.png]Isaiah 38:7-8

"This shall be the sign to you from the Lord,
that the Lord will do this thing that He has
spoken: 8 "Behold, | will cause the shadow on
the stairway+, which has gone down with the
sun on the stairway+ of Ahaz, to go back ten
steps*." So the sun's shadow went back ten
steps* on the stairway+ on which it had gone
down.

+ stairway: NKJV: sundial (1%t two times), dial
* steps: NKJV: degrees

Translator’'s challenge: sundials were
rare among the Jews until centuries later



[image: image22.png]Isaiah 38:7-8 (NKJV)

And this is the sign to you from the Lord, that
the Lord will do this thing which He has
spoken: 8 Behold, | will bring the shadow on
the sundial, which has gone down with the
sun on the sundial of Ahaz, ten degrees
backward." So the sun returned ten degrees
on the dial by which it had gone down.

The Hebrew word (ma’alah),
translated “sundial’ and “dial” here,

is elsewhere translated & clearly means
in those contexts “stairway” and “steps”




[image: image23.png]The sundial / stairway of Ahaz

« With the evidence
we have now, it
appears that Isaiah
38 is referring to a
sundial, & it may be
that the sundial was
built in the form of a
stairway, so that
both translations
are correct



[image: image24.png]OK, so what happened?

* From Isaiah’s
account found
in Isaiah 38, it
certainly seems
that God made
the shadows move
miraculously, & it
strongly implies an
unusual solar event,
but only God knows

Some scholars
have cited solar
eclipses in Israel in
710, 705 & 701 BC

Others have
suggested the
earth’s axis was
rotated or that God
distorted the sun’s
rays to make a sign



[image: image25.png]Isaiah 38:9-11

A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after his
illness and recovery+:

10 | said, "In the middle of my life | am to
enter the gates of Sheol; | am to be deprived
of the rest of my years.” 11 | said, "I will not
see the Lord, the Lord in the land of the living;
| will look on man no more among the
inhabitants of the world.

+ We should understand two things about
Hezekiah's writing: 1) it reflected a limited
understanding of life after death, & 2)
Hezekiah was looking to extend this present
earthly life & wrote from that perspective



[image: image26.png]Isaiah 38:12-14

"Like a shepherd's tent my dwelling is pulled
up and removed from me; as a weaver | rolled
up my life. He cuts me off from the loom; from
day until night You make an end of me. 13|
composed my soul until morning. Like a lion--
so He breaks all my bones, from day until
night You make an end of me. 14 Like a
swallow, like a crane, so | twitter; | moan like
a dove; my eyes look wistfully to the heights;
O Lord, | am oppressed, be my security.“

+ This is “simile city”, with lots of comparisons
from ancient occupations & animal life to
illustrate Hezekiah's feelings about his illness
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[image: image28.png]Isaiah 38:15-17

"What shall | say? For He has spoken to me,
and He Himself has done it; | will wander
about all my years because of the bitterness
of my soul. 16 "O Lord, by these things men
live, and in all these is the life of my spirit;

O restore me to health and let me live! 17 "Lo,
for my own welfare | had great bitterness; it is
You who has kept my soul from the pit of
nothingness, for You have cast all my sins
behind Your back.

+ After expressing his bitterness, he finally
gives the Lord credit for keeping him from
death & putting his sins out of God's own sight



[image: image29.png]Isaiah 38:18-20

"For Sheol cannot thank You, death cannot
praise You; those who go down to the pit
cannot hope for Your faithfulness. 19 It is the
living who give thanks to You, as | do today;
a father tells his sons about Your faithfulness.
20 "The Lord will surely save me; so we will
play my songs on stringed instruments all the
days of our life at the house of the Lord.”

+ Hezekiah wrote, as the Old Testament Jews
often did, from a perspective that only the
living can thank & praise the Lord (here on
earth) & tell others here about God



[image: image30.png]Isaiah 38:21-22

Now Isaiah had said, "Let them take a cake
of figs and apply it to the boil, that he may
recover.”" 22 Then Hezekiah had said, "What
is the sign that | shall go up to the house of
the Lord?“

+ In biblical times, figs were used as medicinal
poultices, as well as for diagnosis, & either or
both purposes may have been meant here;
Hezekiah's question here may indicate that
though he was given a sign of living for 15
more years & that God would defend
Jerusalem, how would he know he would
really get well enough to go up to the temple?



[image: image31.png]Isaiah 39:1-2

At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan,
king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to
Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick
and had recovered. 2 Hezekiah was pleased,
and showed them all his treasure house, the
silver and the gold and the spices and the
precious oil and his whole armory and all that
was found in his treasuries. There was nothing
in his house nor in all his dominion that
Hezekiah did not show them.

+ Perhaps God's promises of protection allowed
Hezekiah to be presumptuous, or Hezekiah
figured he would help God with an ally or two,
but Hezekiah was very, very careless to do this



[image: image32.png]About this guy Merodach-Baladan

* He is also called * Since he was from
Berodach-Baladan Babylon, a major
(2 Kings 20:12) center of astronomy
+ He reigned as king & astrology, it is

of Babylon twice, & possible that the
this event seems to  solar sign for

have taken place Hezekiah's benefit
during the last part got his attention,
of his 2" reign as enough to write &

king of Babylon visit... & be an ally



[image: image33.png]Isaiah 39:3-4

Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah
and said to him, "What did these men say, and
from where have they come to you?" And
Hezekiah said, "They have come to me from a
far country, from Babylon." 4 He said, "What
have they seen in your house?" So Hezekiah
answered, "They have seen all that is in my
house; there is nothing among my treasuries
that | have not shown them.“

+ Isaiah asks some simple, but revealing

questions; Hezekiah gives some open answers,
except for what these men said, but it's enough
for Isaiah to see & reveal a huge problem ahead!



[image: image34.png]2 Chronicles 32:27-29,

though Hezekiah's wealth may not
have been at its peak at the time of Isaiah 39

Now Hezekiah had immense riches and
honor; and he made for himself treasuries
for silver, gold, precious stones, spices,
shields and all kinds of valuable articles,

28 storehouses also for the produce of grain,
wine and oil, pens for all kinds of cattle and
sheepfolds for the flocks. 29 He made cities
for himself and acquired flocks and herds in
abundance, for God had given him very
great wealth.



[image: image35.png]Isaiah 39:5-7

Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word
of the Lord of hosts, 6 'Behold, the days are
coming when all that is in your house and all
that your fathers have laid up in store to this
day will be carried to Babylon; nothing will be
left,' says the Lord. 7 'And some of your sons
who will issue from you, whom you will beget,
will be taken away, and they will become
officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.

+ Hezekiah'’s lapse has not been & won't be
the whole reason that Judah will be carted off
to Babylon, but it will make it worse; now the
Babylonians know all of Judah's accumulated
physical assets, & military & defensive hardware
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[image: image37.png]Hezekiah's
deported descendants

¢ Hezekiah's own ¢ Plus, there were
son Manasseh three waves of
(2 Chronicles 33:11)  deportations of the

+ King Jehoiachin people of Judah off
(2 Kings 24:12) t}g Bab%'f? 2(ng %

. Ki ’ ings 24:12-16;
g”ﬁifgesdg'g'.”};‘ Chronicles 33:11

& Daniel 1:3-4, 6)



[image: image38.png]The Divided Kingdom
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[image: image39.png]Isaiah 39:8

Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "The word

of the Lord which you have spoken is good."+
For he thought, "For there will be peace and
truth in my days.”

+ Hezekiah has heard the good news & the
bad, & apparently is “looking on the brighter
side”; but the longer-term picture for his nation
& his descendents is not rosy! Hezekiah has
been a key part in making that future not so
rosy, by revealing everything to the visiting
Babylonians, apparently seeing them as
allies, & so weakening his dependence

on God as “the defender of Judah”
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Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "The word
of the Lord which you have spoken is good.”
For he thought, "For there will be peace and

truth in my days+.“

+ Peace & truth were, from that time forward,
paired words to summarize the best qualities of
rulers & their reigning; but Hezekiah's viewpoint
is very short-term & quite selfish; he has set
aside the very awful things that will come

upon the people of Judah & his very own
descendents in the times to come

Didn't Hezekiah see the HUGE opportunity?




[image: image41.png]What might Hezekiah
have done differently here?

* Wouldn't this have
been an opportune
time to go to the
Lord in prayer, with
a repentant heart,
asking, as he had
done before, for a
better outcome?

* How about his own
heir to the throne?

* Wouldn't this have
been a good time
for Hezekiah to
diligently pursue
passing along
spiritual truth to
his family & his
children, for their
own sakes & their
own futures?



[image: image42.png]How about you & me?

* What sorts of opportune
moments do we have?

« Ephesians 5:15-16,
“Therefore be careful
how you walk, not as
unwise men but as
wise, 16 making the
most of your time,
because the days
are evil.”



[image: image43.png]How about you & me?

* Is there any better
time than now to walk
in fellowship with our
Lord, the descendent
of Hezekiah, in intimate
dependence upon Him?

* No matter what our
earthly future holds,
what could be better
for now & for eternity?



[image: image44.png]Genealogy from David > Christ in Matthew 1:6-11

David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba
who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solomon was
the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa. 8 Asa was
the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the
father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah. 9
Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the

father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of[Hezekiah.
10 Hezekiah jwas the father of Manasseh,

Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the
father of Josiah. 11 Josiah became the father of

Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon.



[image: image45.png]Genealogy from David > Christ in Matthew 1:12-16

12 After the deportation to Babylon:|Jeconiah

became the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the
father of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel was the
father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, and
Eliakim the father of Azor. 14 Azor was the father
of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim
the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud was the father of
Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and
Matthan the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob was the

father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom
Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.
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