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The wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice
and blossom,; like the crocus 2 it will blossom profusely and rejoice
with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
The majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God. 3 Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen
the feeble. 4 Say to those with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not.
Behold, your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of God
will come, but He will save you." 5 Then the eyes of the blind will be
opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then the lame
will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For
waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah.

7 The scorched land will become a pool and the thirsty ground springs
of water; in the haunt of jackals, its resting place, grass becomes
reeds and rushes. 8 A highway will be there, a roadway, and it will

be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it,
but it will be for him who walks that way, and fools will not wander on it.
9 No lion will be there, nor will any vicious beast go up on it; these

will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there, 10 and the
ransomed of the Lord will return and come with joyful shouting to Zion,
with everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
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[image: image3.png]Joy, rejoicing & gladness in Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the desert will be glad,
and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2 it will blossom profusely
and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy...

6 Then the lame will leap like a deer,

-------- and the tongue of the mute will ----------

shout for joy...

10 and the ransomed of the Lord will return
and come with joyful shouting to Zion, with
everlasting joy upon their heads. They will
find gladness and joy, and sorrow and
sighing will flee away.



[image: image4.png]It's about the land

* We will find that this
ten verse chapter is
centered on the land
given to the chosen
people of Israel

 That fits, though,
because Israel's
earthly blessings
will be in the land
that was promised
to them long ago...



[image: image5.png]Genesis 12:1-3
Now the LORD said to Abram, [later: Abraham+]
"Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father's house,
To the land which | will show you;
2 And | will make you a great nation,
And | will bless you,
And make your name great;
And so you shall be a blessing;
3 And | will bless those who bless you,
And the one who curses you | will curse.
And in you all the families of the earth
will be blessed.”
+ Genesis 17:5
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The wilderness and the desert will be glad,
and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2 it will blossom profusely
and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see
the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.

+ Isaiah was given an astoundingly glorious &
uplifting picture of what things will be like during
the coming 1000 year reign of Jesus Christ upon
the earth, from Jerusalem in Israel, when He will
express, in visible form, God's majestic glory:

the radiant essence of who God is!
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The wilderness and the desert will be glad,
and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2 it will blossom profusely
and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see
the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.

+ God’'s majestic glory will be expressed through
the person of Jesus Christ, when He serves as
Israel’s reigning King for 1000 years, fulfilling the
promise made to David & repeated by the angel
Gabriel to Mary; Israel will be blessed in earthly
ways as an expression of God's eternal purpose



[image: image8.png]The word of the Lord to King David, through
Nathan the prophet:

2 Samuel 7:16

"Your house and your kingdom shall endure
before Me forever; your throne shall be
established forever."
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Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of

the d

Mary.
favor

very
what
her, '

escendan

perplexed
kind of sa

s of David; and the virgin's name was

. 28 And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings,
ed onel The Lord is with you." 29 But she was

at this statement, and kept pondering
utation this was. 30 The angel said to

' Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor

with God. 31 "And behold, you will conceive in your

wom

b and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.

32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the

Most

High; and

the Lord God will give Him the throne of

His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of

Jaco

b forever, and His kingdom will have no end."



[image: image10.png]Let's talk about “throne”

« In almost all biblical

references, a throne
is not all about the

fancy physical chair

« A throne is about
the position & the
domain of authority
of the one who has
the sole right to be
seated on the throne

Scripture places
great emphasis
upon the spiritual
& moral character
of the one seated
upon the throne

The continuity of
the authority on the
throne was also of
primary concern
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The wilderness and the desert+ will be glad,
and the Arabah+ will rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2 it will blossom profusely
and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see
the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.

+ Translators have a bit of a “head scratcher”
at this point: the Hebrew word for “desert” is
arabah, & the region specifically called “the
Arabah”, south of the Dead Sea, is indeed a
desert; either way, Isaiah is making it quite
clear for us that what has been dry, desolate
land will blossom & bloom beyond anything

we have ever seen before: phenomenal fertility!
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The wilderness and the desert will be glad,
and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2 it will blossom profusely
and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy.

The Hebrew Poetry Pattern:

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. | Land

They will see the glory of the Lord, «The
the majesty of our God. Lord
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The wilderness and the desert will be glad,
and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2 it will blossom profusely

and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy.
The glory of Lebanon+ will be given to it, the
majesty of Carmel and Sharon+. They will see
the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.

+ These are places that were then, & are now
more green, vegetated & fertile, so are used
as examples of the great fertility that will be all
over the land of Israel when Christ reigns upon
the earth; we will also be with Him, in glorified
bodies, having worshipped Him in the
heavenlies for seven years (earth time) before
Christ's coming & earthly reign even began
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Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen

the feeble. 4 Say to those with anxious heart,
"Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will
come with vengeance; the recompense of God
will come, but He will save you."

+ This verse is intended as encouragement

for all those who look upon this earth & see that
things just aren't right; it looks forward to a time
when the Lord, coming with His angels, & the
resurrected saints of Old Testament times, of
the coming Tribulation & of the us in the Church
will return with the Lord to set things right on
planet earth; ultimately, justice will be done!

But this verse, like Israel’s blessings, does look
to “fixing” earthly circumstances, doesn't it...
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...and we sent Timothy, our brother and
God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to
strengthen and encourage you as to your faith...

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
rejoice! 5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all
men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing,
but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all comprehension, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and
the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then
the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue
of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will
break forth in the wilderness and streams in
the Arabah.

+ The Lord will miraculously restore the many
people having physical illnesses & handicaps

of various kinds, as He did on a smaller scale

in His first coming (Luke 7:19-22); the last part
of verse 6 returns to the fertile & lush wilderness
& Arabah of the time when the Lord will reign

on the earth, focusing on the abundance of
water sources the Lord will cause to spring up



[image: image17.png]A glimpse of Isaiah 35:5,6 in Luke 7:19-22

Summoning two of his disciples, John

sent them to the Lord, saying, "Are You the
Expected One, or do we look for someone
else?" 20 When the men came to Him, they
said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You,

to ask, 'Are You the Expected One, or do

we look for someone else?™ 21 At that very
time He cured many people of diseases and
afflictions and evil spirits; and He gave sight
to many who were blind. 22 And He answered
and said to them, "Go and report to John what
you have seen and heard: the blind receive
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,

the poor have the gospel preached to them.



[image: image18.png]Ephesians 1:18-23

| pray that the eyes of your heart may be [or,
having been] enlightened, so that you will know
what Is the ho?e of His calling, what are the
riches of theg ory of His inheritance in the
saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness
of His power toward us who believe. These are
in accordance with the working of the strength
of His mlght 20 which He brought about in
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly
places, 21 far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one
to come, 22 And He put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave Him as head over all
things to the_church, 23 which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in all.
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The scorched land will become a pool and the
thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of
jackals, its resting place, grass becomes reeds
and rushes+. 8 A highway will be there, a
roadway, and it will be called the Highway

of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it,
but it will be for him who walks that way, and
fools will not wander on it.

+ Verse 7 continues the theme from the end of
verse 6, telling of the suddenly abundant water
sources where only desert had been before
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The scorched land will become a pool and the
thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of
jackals, its resting place, grass becomes reeds
and rushes. 8 A highway will be there, a
roadway, and it will be called the Highway

of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it,
but it will be for him who walks that way, and
fools will not wander on it+.

+ Travel along this Highway of Holiness will

be all about those pursuing an awesomely
privileged presence with the King who will sit
on David's throne — the Lord Jesus Christ; we'll
be there then, but more amazingly, we have
already been seated with Him! (Ephesians 2:6)
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But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 5 even when
we were dead in our transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ ( by grace you have
been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus+, 7 so that in the ages to come He

might show the surpassing riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus++.

+ We are now seated with the One Isaiah wrote
about, who will be the reason people come!

++ The 1000 year reign of Christ will be just one
of those ages to come where God shows grace



[image: image22.png]Look at what will & won't be there: Isaiah 35:8-9

A highway will be there, a roadway, and it will
be called the Highway of Holiness.

The unclean will not travel on it, but it will be
for him who walks that way, and fools will not

wander on it 9 No lion will be there, nor will any
vicious beast go up on it; these will not be found
there. But the redeemed will walk there,

10 and the ransomed of the Lord will return
and come with joyful shouting to Zion, with
everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing will
flee away.



[image: image23.png]Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
23 gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. (Galatians 5:16)

James 1:2-4

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you
encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the
testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And
let endurance have its perfect result, so that you
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

Philippians 4:4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
rejoice! (written while a prisoner in Rome!)
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