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The grass withers, the flower fades, but the
word of our God stands forever.



[image: image2.png]The Explorer's Report

* Isaiah is among
the longest books
in all of Scripture

* We have so far
approached Isaiah
by starting with a
chapter summary,
then focusing more
closely on selected
verses in the chapter

We've also noted

at the outset that
the book of Isaiah,
which we called a
prophetic anthology,
is more than just a
random collection of
Hebrew literature

Isaiah is taking us
somewhere...



[image: image3.png]Isaiah provides an historical account
demonstrating God’s faithfulness

¢ In chapters 36-39  After decades of
we find an historical trying to protect

account during the themselves from
time of King Assyria by every
Hezekiah, which conceivable human
brings to a head all means, the people
that Isaiah had of Judah discover
been writing about that God is faithful
concerning the to what He has said

threat from Assyria on every single point



[image: image4.png]In the church, God is still faithful

* Twice in the book * For us in the
of 1 Corinthians, Church, God's
written by Paul to faithfulness has
a church with lots of a very different
problems, he writes, expression

“God is faithful” - Our blessings have
« Judah could count been given 100%

on God being already, in Christ, in

faithful for their the heavenlies — not

physical protection in circumstances



[image: image5.png]1 Corinthians 10:13

No temptation has overtaken you but such
as is common to man; and God is faithful+,
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the temptation
will provide the way of escape also, so that
you will be able to endure it.

+ for us in the Church, God's faithfulness is
shown in the temptation & through it, but not
by the sheer avoidance of it or freedom from
any & all temptations



[image: image6.png]At the start of Isaiah chapter 40,
something astounding happens

« First, Isaiah chapter « where it is telling of
40 opens with some the ministry of John

astounding words, the Baptist

_revealing insights - Matching up

into both the 1% & chapters in Isaiah

2" comings of the with books of the

Lord Jesus Christ Bible in sequence,
* |saiah 40:3 is we find that

paraphrased in Matthew is Bible

Matthew 3:3... book #40



[image: image7.png]saiah 40:1-5
"Comfort, O comfort My people," says your God.
2 Speak kindly to Jerusalem;
And call out to her, that her warfare has ended,
That her iniquity has been removed,
That she has received of the Lord‘s hand
Double for all her sins."
3 A voice Is calling,
"Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness;
Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Let every valley be Tifted up,
And every mountain and hill be made low;
And let the rough ground become a plain,
And the rugged terrain a broad valley;

e glory of the Lord will be revealed,
And all flesh will see it together;
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken."




[image: image8.png]Isaiah continues to
proclaim God's eternal purpose

Reveal His glory

Declare His glory

Share His glory

That He might be

glorified
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[image: image10.png]Isaiah 40:5
Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
And all flesh will see it together;

Isaiah 41:16
But you will rejoice in the Lord,
You will glory in the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 42:8
| am the Lord, that is My name;
| will not give My glory to another,
Nor My praise to graven images.



[image: image11.png]Isaiah 42:11-12

Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their
voices,

The settlements where Kedar inhabits.
Let the inhabitants of Sela sing aloud,

Let them shout for joy from the tops of the
mountains.

12 Let them give glory to the Lord
And declare His praise in the coastlands.



[image: image12.png]Isaiah 44:23

Shout for joy, O heavens,

for the LORD has done it!
Shout joyfully, you lower parts of the earth;
Break forth into a shout of joy, you mountains,
O forest, and every tree in it;
For the LORD has redeemed Jacob
And in Israel He shows forth His glory.



[image: image13.png]Isaiah 46:13
"l bring near My righteousness, it is not far off;
And My salvation will not delay.
And | will grant salvation in Zion,
And My glory for Israel.

Isaiah 48:11
"For My own sake, for My own sake, | will act;
For how can My name be profaned?
And My glory | will not give to another.



[image: image14.png]Isaiah 40-48: God vs. the idols

¢ This section of « God, on the other
Isaiah deals with hand, wants us to rely
the character of onwhat He has done,
God vs. the idols is doing & will do

* We can take the * One aspect of God's
character of God eternal purpose is to
exactly as presented share His glory —

« The idols have a which idols can't do,
problem — man since they have

must do the work! none to share!



[image: image15.png]Isaiah 40-48: God the Creator

« |saiah is the book ¢ God can create,

of the Bible that that is, He brought
speaks more of both spiritual beings
creation than any (angels & humans)
other book of the into existence & the
Bible, &... entire physical

« Isaiah 40-48 speak ~ creation
of creation more * Idols not only can't

than the rest of the do that, but they are
book... Why? only created matter!



[image: image16.png]Isaiah 40-48: God knows the future

* One of the things ¢ The idols on the
that sets God apart other hand, know
is that He knows the  nothing at all — they
future (Isaiah 42:8-9;  can't even tell you
44:7-8; 45:1-4, 21; what's happening
46:10; 48:3-6) right now!

* God even reveals * Doesn't it make far
the future to human more sense to trust
beings intentionally the One who knows
(Daniel 2:19-30) the future for sure?



[image: image17.png]Open Theism:
“The God who likes surprises”

« In the last couple * Since 40-48 Isaiah
of decades, a view says six times that
of God has gained a primary difference
popularity in some between God & the
of the churches & pagan deities is that
seminaries that is the real God knows
variously known as the future, a God
Open Theism, the who doesn’t know
Openness of God, the future looks a lot

Open view, etc. like a pagan deity
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[image: image19.png]Isaiah 42-53 : the “My Servant” theme

¢ There are several ¢ The apostle Paul
passages in this carried this theme
section of Isaiah over into the New
which refer to the Testament when
Lord Jesus Christ he wrote to the
as “My Servant” believers at
(such as Isaiah Philippi, with Christ
42:1-25; 49:5-7, as a bond-servant

52:13-53:12) being an example



[image: image20.png]Philippians 2:5-11
Have this attitude in yourselves whi¢h was also
in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the
form of God, did not regard egdality with God a
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking
the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted
Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name, 10 so that at the name of
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and
that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.




[image: image21.png]“My Servant, will justify the many, as He
will bear their iniquities.” Isaiah 53:11b

» Jesus Christ our * When Isaiah wrote
Lord, coming in the that God's Servant
form of a servant, will justify the many,
as God's servant, how many will be
has taken upon justified & what
Himself the sins does that mean?
of the whole world .« (John 1:12;

(1 Timothy 4:10; Romans 5:1,2)

1 John 2:2)



[image: image22.png]1 Timothy 4:10

For it is for this we labor and strive, because
we have fixed our hope on the living God, who
is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.

1 John 2:1d-2

Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself
is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours
only, but also for those of the whole world.

+ Jesus Christ paid the price for the sins of
the whole world, past, present & future; that
payment is the complete satisfaction of our
guilt, effective for the forgiveness of sins for
all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior



[image: image23.png]John 1:12

But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God,
even to those who believe in His hame

Romans 5:1-2

Therefore, having been justified+ by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained
our introduction by faith into this grace in
which we stand; and we exult in hope of

the glory of God.

+ justified: declared righteous



[image: image24.png]“My Servant, will justify the many, as He
will bear their iniquities.” Isaiah 53:11b

* What does it mean  « We fully deserved
for Christ our Lord, to bear the guilt of

God'’s servant, to our iniquities — they
bear our iniquities? were our sins!

* What kind of “bear” « He bore them on
is this? And what our behalf, not out

are iniquities? And of drudgery & dry
why does He, God's duty, but out of a
servant, bear our heart of love for us
iniquities?



[image: image25.png]Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have

so great a cloud of withesses
surrounding us, let us also lay
aside every encumbrance and
the sin which so easily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us,

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of faith,
who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
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