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Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help
and rely on horses, and trust in chariots
because they are many and in horsemen
because they are very strong, but they do not
look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!
2 Yet He also is wise and will bring disaster and
does not retract His words, but will arise against
the house of evildoers and against the help of
the workers of iniquity.

3 Now the Egyptians are men and not God,

and their horses are flesh and not spirit; so

the Lord will stretch out His hand, and he who
helps will stumble and he who is helped will fall,
and all of them will come to an end together.



[image: image2.png]Isaiah 32:15-20

Until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on
high, and the wilderness becomes a fertile field,
and the fertile field is considered as a forest.

16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness and
righteousness will abide in the fertile field.

17 And the work of righteousness will be peace,
and the service of righteousness, quietness and
confidence forever. 18 Then my people will live
in a peaceful habitation, and in secure dwellings
and in undisturbed resting places; 19 and it will
hail when the forest comes down, and the city
will be utterly laid low. 20 How blessed will you
be, you who sow beside all waters, who let out
freely the ox and the donkey.
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This morning’s passage
(Isaiah 32:15-20) looks to
a time when all 3 groups
will focus upon Christ
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Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help
and rely on horses, and trust in chariots
because they are many and in horsemen
because they are very strong, but they do not
look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!

Woe to those who

go down to Egypt for help and
rely on horses, and

trust in chariots because they are many and
in horsemen because they are very strong,

but they do not

look to the Holy One of Israel, nor
seek the Lord!



[image: image7.png]Israel was blessed in earthly ways

* Israel was to be

blessed or cursed,
by God, in earthly
ways, so...

« Israel's temptations
often presented
themselves in
earthly ways as
well: relying upon
Egypt & not on God

« For we, who are in

the Church, a people
with citizenship &
blessings & seating
in the heavenlies,
our temptations are
often to rely on our
own or this world's
resources, rather
than upon the Lord



[image: image8.png]Remember? We died
in relationship to...

« But God reminds us

that we died to the
sin nature & also to
the world when we
were identified with
Christ in His death

e Though the access
is still there, the
basis for relying on
these is no more —
it has been cut off

* The sin nature & the
world will try to “sell
you something”, but
everything these two
have to sell to you &
me is groundless &
eternally worthless

* Intimate fellowship

with & dependence
upon Christ is just
what we truly need
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Yet He also is wise and will bring disaster and
does not retract His words, but will arise against
the house of evildoers and against the help of
the workers of iniquity.

Yet He also [the Holy One of Israel, the Lord]

is wise and
will bring disaster and
does not retract His words,

but will arise

against the house of evildoers and
against the help of the workers of iniquity.

Because that's what He said He'd do (Deut. 28)!
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Now the Egyptians are men and not God,

and their horses are flesh and not spirit; so

the Lord will stretch out His hand, and he who
helps will stumble and he who is helped will fall,
and all of them will come to an end together.

Now the Egyptians

are men and not God, and
their horses are flesh and not spirit;
so the Lord will stretch out His hand, and

he who helps will stumble and | Egyptians
he who is helped will fall, and [Judah
all of them will come to an end together.



[image: image12.png]So in the end,
what happened?

« Did Judah rely « Did God show
on Egypt & get Himself faithful &
overwhelmed by defend Judah'’s
the Assyrians people & their
anyway? leaders in very

+ Did the leaders impressive &
of Judah listen to miraculous ways?
Isaiah’s warnings * Hang on...we'll find
& turn to the Lord? out soon enough...

Tune in when we look at how this turned out...
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Until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on
high+, and the wilderness becomes a fertile
field, and the fertile field is considered as a
forest.

+ The Old Testament prophets declared this
aspect of the coming reign of the Messiah in
the midst of Israel over & over again; the Holy
Spirit would be “poured out upon” the Jews,
that is, placed in their hearts, so that they
would love, trust & obey the Lord from the
heart, knowing His Law given to them, even
without human teachers! They will not be
unspiritual, but will be blessed in earthly ways,
as the Lord said they would be if they obeyed
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1 will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and
My blessing on your descendants;

Zechariah 12:10

"l will pour out on the house of David and on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and
of supplication, so that they will look on Me
whom they have pierced+; and they will mourn
for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and
they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter
weeping over a firstborn.

+ Isaiah 53 describes this in much greater detail;
this is quoted in John 19:37 & Revelation 1:7



[image: image15.png]Ezekiel 36:24-28

"For | will take you from the nations, gather you
from all the lands and bring you into your own
land. 25 Then | will sprinkle clean water on you,
and you will be clean; | will cleanse you from all
your filthiness and from all your idols. 26
Moreover, | will give you a new heart and put a
new spirit within you; and | will remove the heart
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. 27 | will put My Spirit within you and
cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will
be careful to observe My ordinances. 28 You
will live in the land that | gave to your forefathers;
so you will be My people, and | will be your God.*

[see also Ezekiel 37:14]
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"They will forget their disgrace and all their
treachery which they perpetrated against Me,
when they live securely on their own land with
no one to make them afraid. 27 When | bring
them back from the peoples and gather them
from the lands of their enemies, then | shall be
sanctified through them in the sight of the many
nations. 28 Then they will know that | am the
Lord their God because | made them go into
exile among the nations, and then gathered
them again to their own land; and | will leave
none of them there any longer. 29 | will not hide
My face from them any longer, for | will have
poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,”
declares the Lord God.




[image: image17.png]


[image: image18.png]


[image: image19.png]Isaiah 32:15

Until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on
high, and the wilderness becomes a fertile field,
and the fertile field is considered as a forest+.

+ Isaiah has used this picture of the incredible
change in fertility of land that will be typical of
the reign of Christ upon the earth (Isaiah 29:17);
Israel will be the ultimate in fertility, because
that's where their blessings are & what they are
about — earthly blessings in the promised land,
centered in the ongoing reign of the promised
Messiah — Jesus Christ! These many earthly
blessings that will come then will not distract
their focus from the Messiah, but will instead
direct their attention to Jesus Christ the Messiah



[image: image20.png]There is to be growth
among us in the Church as well

* While Israel's * God'’s design
blessings during for growth in the
Christ's earthly Church includes
reign call for great both individual

fertility in the land & spiritual growth
flourishing biological (Colossians 1:28)

growth, God has & spiritual growth
designed that we in of the church body
the Church should as a whole organism

grow spiritually (Ephesians 4:11-16)



[image: image21.png]1 Peter 2:2, written to very young Christians

...like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of

the word, so that by it you may grow+ in respect
to salvation... + grow: (Greek) auzané

And then later in that chapter, in 1 Peter 2:24

...and He Himself bore our sins in His body on
the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness [compare Romans chapter 6]; for
by His wounds you were healed [Isaiah 53:5].

2 Peter 3:18 [same saints (3:1) about 3 yrs later]

...but grow+ in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the
glory, both now and to the day of eternity.
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Then justice+ will dwell in the wilderness and
righteousness+ will abide in the fertile field.

+ Justice & righteousness have been a recurring
theme when Isaiah has been describing this
coming time when Christ will reign upon the
earth for 1000 years (compare 2 Samuel 8:15);
that is because these are eternal & infinite
characteristics of God Himself, expressed in the
person of Jesus Christ, the Messiah & King of
Israel, & our Lord & Savior; note that justice &
righteousness will not be just coming to visit or
passing through, but to dwell & abide in the land
of Israel, among the people of Israel; we will be
with Him in resurrected bodies like Christ’'s own
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And the work of righteousness will be peace,
and the service of righteousness, quietness and
confidence forever.

+ This verse, written in a Hebrew Poetry Pattern,
clearly says how Israel will daily live out the
Mosaic Law's righteousness in the time of
Christ's earthly reign, with peace being restated
as “quietness & confidence”; remember Isaiah
26:3, where keeping one’s mind on the Lord is
“perfect peace” (written as “peace peace”)?
The verse above describes how it will be all the
time among the Jews when Christ reigns; but
for us in the Church, living now, whom God has
blessed differently, God has a specific design...



[image: image25.png]Galatians 5:16...22-24

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will

not carry out the desire of the flesh... But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness,
self-control; against such things there is no law.
24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh+ with its passions and desires.

+ Similar to the message of Romans 6:1-11 &
1 Peter 2:24: “died to the sin nature & alive to
God”, keeping in mind that death is separation:
“died to” means “died in relationship to”, so as
to be separated in position from the flesh =
the sin nature
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Then my people will live in a peaceful
habitation+, and in secure dwellings+ and in

undisturbed resting places+

+ This was in very sharp contrast to the huge
problem that the people of Israel living in Judah
were having as Isaiah was writing: there was
no peaceful habitation, secure dwelling or
undisturbed resting places; Assyria was going
to attack soon, & if Israel turned to Egypt for
help, there would be nothing but severe
disruption, distress & heartbreak; Isaiah was
telling them that when their promised King &
Messiah reigned, they would live continuously
in peace & security
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and it will hail when the forest comes down, and
the city will be utterly laid low.

+ Why is this verse describing bad things in the
midst of really good ones? Isaiah is making a
brief flash back to the destruction the Lord will
bring about before things are set right (in the 7
year Tribulation period); the forest in this verse
is likely a figurative reference to the enemy
armies & nations pitted against Israel (Isaiah
2:12-13; 10:18,33-34) & “the city” that will be
laid low is Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:2-5;
Revelation 11:13)
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How blessed will you be, you who sow beside
all waters, who let out freely the ox and the
donkey.

+ OK, so what does this mean, really? Firstly

it was looked upon as blessing, as given to the
Jews in Deuteronomy 28:1-14; secondly, it was
a matter of being able to sow crops near an
available water supply, rather than being subject
to the whims of weather & the infrequent rainfall
of a desert; thirdly, the ox and donkey could be
let out freely, without fear of predators (Isaiah
11:6-9; 66:25) or marauding enemy troops
(Isaiah 32:19; Revelation 19:11-21), into the
abundantly fertile fields (Isaiah 29:17; 32:15)
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How blessed will you be+, you who sow beside
all waters, who let out freely the ox and the
donkey.

+ The people of Israel were blessed if they
trusted & obeyed God (Deuteronomy 28), &
when they were blessed, they were blessed in
earthly ways; when Christ reigns upon the earth
& the people of Israel all have the Holy Spirit
within them, causing them to live the Law of
Moses from the heart, then all of Israel's people
will be blessed all the time; for us in the Church,
God already blessed every single one of us 100%,
when we believed, in the heavenlies in Christ,
so we're “catching up” with what God has done



[image: image31.png]If Israel behaves according to
the Law, then they'll be blessed

e But in the Church, Romans 7:1-6
we have died to the
Law, have already
been 100% blessed, Ephesians 1:3
& our behavior is to
be by Christ’s death

applied to us & His
life through us & by

God'’s energizing in -
each one of us Ephesians 3:20

Romans 6

Galatians 2:20
Colossians 3:4
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God intended for each of these three people
groups to glorify Him in different ways, consistent
with His eternal purpose (Ephesians 3:11)




[image: image33.png]Each of the three people groups
has a different relationship to Christ

¢ To the Gentiles, ¢ But to us in the
Christ is King of Church, He is our
Kings & Lord of Lord & our Betrothed
Lords (Rev. 19:6) Bridegroom & we are

« To the Jews, the of His household
people of Israel, * We are to live in
He is their King intimacy with Him,
(Luke 23:3), to with Whom we are
reign in their now jointly seated

promised land (Ephesians 2:6)



[image: image34.png]“God desires nothing less from us than an
active personal biblical faith which is our
moment by moment total trust, confidence,
and rest in its object of the person of Christ,
His glory (essence), and His revealed truth
to us personally.” - Hal Molloy, April 14, 1996
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