[image: image1.png]Isaiah 26:3-4

"The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect
peace, because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in
the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, we have
an everlasting Rock."




[image: image2.png]The Patterns of Isaiah Chapters 24-27

Harvest of a remnant (24:13)
A from a destroyed world (24:1-13)

B The song of the world remnant (24:14-16a)
C The sinful world overthrown (24:16b-20)
D The waiting world (24:21-23)
E The song of the ruined city (25:1-5)
| chiasm |-~F Mount Zion (25:6-12, from Isaiah 2:2-4)-
' The song of the strong city (26:1-6)
D' The waiting people of God (26:7-21)
C' Spiritual forces of evil overthrown (27:1)
B' The song of the remnant of the people (27:2-6)

A’ Harvest of a remnant (27:12-33)
from a destroyed people (27:7-11)




[image: image3.png]Rocking our way through Isaiah 26

¢ The entire chapter  « But God also gives

tells about God's the people of Israel
judgments that are a certain hope here:
to come uponthe .« |saiah 26:19 tells
nations (Greek Old about the resurrection

Testament: ethnos)  of the saved of Israel

* These judgments .+ Verses 20-21 give
will be during the the people of Israel
Co.mlng .SeVen year a key to surviving
Tribulation period the Tribulation period



[image: image4.png]The resurrection of the Jews in Isaiah 26:19

Your dead will live;

Their corpses will rise.

You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy,
For your dew is as the dew of the dawn,

And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.

+ This is a promise of resurrection specific to the
Jews (verse 1 says that this is a song to be sung
in the land of Judah; “Your dead”); it is the “after
this life” kind of hope in which the Jews can
count upon & believe; the dew of dawn is an
ancient middle eastern figure of speech for the
power of resurrection to new life — at times the
dew was the only moisture for living things



[image: image5.png]Alright! Is there a resurrection, or not?

* By New Testament + The Pharisees

times, the two counted the entire
leading groups in Old Testament to be
Israel had differing holy books, but the
views on a future Sadducees only the
resurrection: 1t five books, so...

¢ The Pharisees said « Jesus proved the
“yes”, but the less resurrection to the

popular Sadducees Sadducees in Exodus
said “absolutely not” (see Luke 20:27-40)



[image: image6.png]The resurrection in Job 19:25-27

25 As for me, | know that my Redeemer lives,
And at the last He will take His stand+ on the earth.
26 Even after my skin is destroyed,

Yet from my flesh | shall see God;

27 Whom | myself shall behold,

And whom my eyes will see and not another.

My heart faints within me!*

+ means “to act as a judge”; see Ezekiel 44:24

See also Daniel 12:1-3,13 about the resurrection
& the phrases “gathered to his (or your) people”
in Genesis 25:8, 17; 35:29; 49:33; Numbers
20:24, 26; 27:13; 31:2; & Deuteronomy 32:50,
all of which imply a life after this present one



[image: image7.png]Ezekiel 44:24

"In a dispute they shall take their stand to

judge; they shall judge it according to My

ordinances. They shall also keep My laws
and My statutes in all My appointed feasts
and sanctify My sabbaths."




[image: image8.png]Tribulations or the Tribulation?

* Notice that Israel * But the church is
is given multiple told that they will
pieces of insight not go through any
& guidance on of the Tribulation
how to survive the period, & is told
coming seven year instead how to grow
Tribulation period in & learn from the
(including Isaiah tribulations of life,

26:20-21) to God's glory
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[image: image10.png]It's all in how one is blessed

* The Gentiles are * But the church is
blessed by blessing already blessed
Israel, & Israel is both heavenly &
blessed by obeying unconditionally
God, with blessing  « And greater
seen as favorable heavenly glory
earthly circumstances  comes from the
(Genesis 12:3; unfavorable earthly
Numbers 24:9; circumstances!

Deuteronomy 28:1-14) (Romans 8:18)



[image: image11.png]Which eyes do you have?

* Godly Jewish
readers in Isaiah’s
day & during the
coming end times
will read this Isaiah
passage differently
than biblically-
minded Christians

« It's because of how
each one is blessed

Godly Jews view
themselves as in the
land of Israel, being
protected by God,
as they trust & obey

Church believers will
see this as a state of
mind & heart, trusting
in God right in the
midst of the trial



[image: image12.png]Israel's blessings per Deuteronomy 28:1-3

Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the
LORD your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which | command you today,
the LORD your God will set you high above all
the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings
will come upon you and overtake you if you
obey the LORD your God: 3 Blessed shall you
be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the
country (through verse 14)



[image: image13.png]2 Chronicles 7:13-14 is about Israel!

If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain,
or if | command the locust to devour the land,
or if | send pestilence among My people,

14 and My people who are called by My name
humble themselves and pray and seek My
face and turn from their wicked ways, then |
will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin

and will heal their land.

+ This verse was spoken by God to Solomon,
sitting as king of Israel; verse 13 is about the
curses of Deuteronomy 28:15-68, but verse 14
is about the blessings of Deuteronomy 28:1-14;
both are conditional, for Jews in the land of Israel



[image: image14.png]The Sermon on the Mount is Jewish!

¢ Matthew 6:14-15,
“For if you forgive
others for their
transgressions, your
heavenly Father will
also forgive you.

15 But if you do not
forgive others, then
your Father will not
forgive your
transgressions.”

But the church
isn't blessed
conditionally like
Israel was / will be:

Ephesians 4:32,
“Be kind to one
another, tender-
hearted, forgiving
each other, just as
God in Christ also
has forgiven you.”



[image: image15.png]Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in

Christ




[image: image16.png]Isaiah 26:3-4

"The steadfast of mind+ You will keep in perfect
peace, because he trusts in You+. 4 Trust in
the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, we have
an everlasting Rock.”

+ Just being “steadfast in mind” (like being
mentally “stuck in a rut” or just bullheaded)
isn't what Isaiah had in mind; Isaiah is writing
about steadfastly trusting in the Lord — that is
what the perfect peace is all about



[image: image17.png]Isaiah 26:3-4

"The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect
peace+, because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in
the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, we have
an everlasting Rock.”

+ The English translators have brought this
across as “perfect peace”, which is what it
does mean, but the Hebrew is written here
as “shalom shalom”, a Hebrew way of saying

“perfect peace”
—

ofow oTow
peace, perfect
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[image: image19.png]The big question in
Isaiah 7 through 39 is...

« Will Judah trust the
Lord?

* The Lord had told
the Jews that if they
would trust & obey
Him, He would
totally protect them
against every single
enemy — absolutely
no exceptions!

This was a
principal part of
God'’s conditional
blessings upon
Israel — peace if
they would only
trust & obey God

They would dwell
securely & prosper
in the land of Israel



[image: image20.png]Isaiah 26:3-4

"The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect
peace, because he trusts in You+. 4 Trust in
the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, we have
an everlasting Rock.”

+ because he trusts in You: Notice that the
perfect peace (peace peace) is not because
the one doing the trusting has greater power,
or any asset or attribute that makes him more
powerful than his enemies or obstacles; it is
because he trusts in God, & not for any other
human or earthly reason; he relies, depends,
& trusts upon God to keep His promises




[image: image21.png]Isaiah 26:3-4

"The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect
peace, because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in
the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, we have

an everlasting Rock+."

It is ultimately important to keep “on target”:
Many people in this world search for peace in
various forms & in various ways, but trusting

the Lord was never meant as a means to
some other ultimate end. Perfect peace is a
wonderful byproduct of trusting in the Lord.
But the focus is always the Person, not peace.




[image: image22.png]Trust in the Lord - how long?

* Isaiah says trust
Him forever — why?

* Because time is no
limitation upon God

* There is nothing
that is either inside
or outside of time
that will change
Who He is or what
He will do

e Trust in the Lord
forever because
neither His mind
nor His character
will ever change

* Trust in the Lord
because trusting in
anyone or anything
else above Him is
always just nuts!



[image: image23.png]Psalm 90:2

Before the mountains were born
Or You gave birth to the earth and the world,

Even from everlasting to everlasting,
You are God.

Psalm 103:17

But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him,
And His righteousness to children's children

John 8:58

Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to you,
before Abraham was born, | AM."



[image: image24.png]Malachi 3:6a
"For |, the Lord,do not change... “

James 1:17

Every good thing given and every perfect gift
is from above, coming down from the Father
of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shifting shadow.



[image: image25.png]Hebrews 1:10-12 (NKJV)
And:
"You, Lord, in the beginning laid the
foundation of the earth,
And the heavens are the work of Your hands.
11 They will perish, but You remain;
And they will all grow old like a garment;
12 Like a cloak You will fold them up,
And they will be changed.
But You are the same,
And Your years will not fail.”
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[image: image28.png]Isaiah 26:3-4

"The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect
peace, because he trusts in You. 4 Trust in
the Lord forever, for in God the Lord, we have

an everlasting Rock+.“

+ The call to trust is specifically in the Lord
Himself — nothing & no one else! It's not
conceptual or intellectual, it's personal: Him!
The metaphor that calls God the “Rock” is
scattered throughout both the Old & New
Testaments, because a massive solid rock
was in view: solid, unmoving, not shifting




[image: image29.png]OK, so what's the problem?

¢ The promise of « It might seem really
physical protection nice for us to have
from enemies & to a promise from God
make the people to remain healthy

prosperous may be or to heal all of our
appealing to us, but diseases, but those
it was God's promise kinds of promises
of blessing fo /srael were given to the

if they trusted & people of Israel
obeyed Him (Psalm 103:3)



[image: image30.png]So what does God want?

* When (not if) we * God asked Israel to
come across the trust Him & then He
various unfavorable would bless them
circumstances that here on earth with
God has told us good circumstances
about (James 1:2), .« \ith us, who have
He wants us to already been blessed

. in the heavenlies, He
- get this - asks us to trust Him
trust Him! while going through

bad circumstances



[image: image31.png]2 Corinthians 1:8-9

For we do not want you to be unaware,
brethren, of our affliction which came to us

in Asia, that we were burdened excessively,
beyond our strength, so that we despaired
even of life; 9 indeed, we had the sentence of
death within ourselves so that we would not
trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the
dead;



[image: image32.png]2 Thessalonians 1:3-4

We ought always to give thanks to God for
you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your
faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each
one of you toward one another grows ever
greater; 4 therefore, we ourselves speak
proudly of you among the churches of God for
your perseverance and faith in the midst of all

your persecutions and afflictions which you
endure.



[image: image33.png]Hey! What about the peace?

« If the people of
Israel would trust
God, he would
give them peace
of heart as a result
of their blessings
in the form of
favorable outward
circumstances (see
Deuteronomy 28)

« For the believer,
we can count
upon unfavorable
circumstances
here on earth, in
which, by the Lord's
doing, we can have
peace this world
doesn't understand
(Galatians 5:22)



[image: image34.png]Israel's ultimate hope for peace in Isaiah 9:6-7

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given
to us; and the government will rest on His
shoulders; and His name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no end
to the increase of His government or of peace,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and
righteousness from then on and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.

The Christian believer’s peace in Colossians 3:15

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to

which indeed you were called in one body; and
be thankful.



[image: image35.png]Philippians 4:6-7
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. 7 And
the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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