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Now in that day Tyre will be forgotten for seventy
years like the days of one king. At the end of seventy
years it will happen to Tyre as in the song of the harlot:

16 Take your harp, walk about the city,

O forgotten harlot;

Pluck the strings skillfully, sing many songs,
That you may be remembered.

17 It will come about at the end of seventy years that
the Lord will visit Tyre. Then she will go back to her
harlot's wages and will play the harlot with all the
kingdoms on the face of the earth. 18 Her gain and her
harlot's wages will be set apart to the Lord; it will not
be stored up or hoarded, but her gain will become
sufficient food and choice attire for those

who dwell in the presence of the Lord.
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[image: image3.png]Rolling through Isaiah 23

« All of Isaiah chapter « So in chapter 23

23 is about the Isaiah tells about
nation — city of Tyre the impact of the

+ Tyre, was a nation temporary fall of
— city conducting Tyre on various
shipping & trade nations that traded
around the then- with the powerful
known world nation — city of Tyre

Verses 15-18, our focal point passage this
morning, end with a great hope for Tyre



[image: image4.png]To understand Tyre,
it helps to understand Phoenicia

* Phoenicia was the « Instead, they

name of a land, founded a number
occupied by people of nation — cities,
called Phoenicians with a king set up in
— the Greeks giving each one of these
them that name nation — cities

« But the people of « Tyre was a principal
Phoenicia didn't nation — city among

appear to even give these, just north of
themselves a name the people of Israel



[image: image5.png]» Byblos, a city of
paper merchants,
(among other items)
is where we get
our word “Bible”

* Tyre & Sidon are
mentioned in both
the Old & New
Testaments

* Tyre, being in the
southern portion of
Phoenicia, traded
with the Jews of
northern Israel




[image: image6.png]To understand Tyre,
it helps to understand Phoenicia

* When Solomon * When the second
built the 1%t temple temple was built
in Jerusalem, both during the time of

materials & skilled Ezra, Tyre (& Sidon)
labor were provided provided building
by Hiram, the King of materials & labor
Tyre (1Kings 5,7,9) then, too (Ezra 3:7)

But friendly business relations & successful

business deals, even when providing for
building Israel's temple, didn’'t make Tyre “godly”




[image: image7.png]« According to What's to know

Herodotus, writing icia?
about 430 BC. about Phoenicia?

some Phoenicians
circumnavigated the

African continent

less than a century

after Isaiah’s death!

* The Phoenicians

were experts at

shipping, trading,

& the materials &

skills for building
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Now in that day Tyre will be forgotten for
seventy years like the days of one king. At the
end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre as
in the song of the harlot:

+ “in that day” refers to a future time, with the
exact time determined by context; it points to a
time of 70 years when Tyre would be left alone
(not harassed) by its oppressors, which was
begun shortly after Isaiah gave this prophecy:
the decline of Assyria’s power meant that Tyre
was left alone for 70 years; “like the days of one
king” is an expression that means “day after
day”, since a king recorded in a daily log



[image: image9.png]“...like the days of one king...”

¢ Aking in Isaiah’s * Isaiah used an
day would have the expression with
events & decisions a similar meaning
of each day of his in Isaiah 16:14 &
reign recorded in 21:16: “as a hired
a royal logbook man would count”

« Isaiah was saying ¢ These were Hebrew
that the fulfillment of  expressions to
Isaiah 23:15 would indicate literal &
be literal, inonetime  sequential time
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Now in that day Tyre will be forgotten for
seventy years like the days of one king. At the
end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre as
in the song of the harlot:

+ In Old Testament times, harlots would walk
the streets, enticing “customers” not only with
physical attractions, but also with music & song;
Tyre would indeed attract interest in herself
again, but all for self-interest & as a desperate
sell-out, both morally & spiritually
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Take your harp, walk about the city,

O forgotten harlot;

Pluck the strings skillfully, sing many songs,
That you may be remembered.

+ Isaiah wrote sarcastically of the
selfishly desperate situation of Tyre,
doing its best to regain its prior earthly
glory by skill, enticement & movement



[image: image12.png]Isaiah 23:17

It will come about at the end of seventy years
that the Lord will visit Tyre. Then she will go
back to her harlot's wages and will play the
harlot with all the kingdoms on the face of the
earth.

+ Tyre had 70 years of relief from Assyrian
attack in which to rebuild itself & to re-establish
its far-flung business empire throughout the
Mediterranean region & even beyond



[image: image13.png]The rest of the story...
between verses 17 & 18

 Scripture has a lot « Ezekiel (26:21) &

to say about Tyre, Zechariah (9:3, 4),
even into the 1%t among other Old
three Gospels & Testament prophets,
the book of Acts said that Tyre’s rule
« But Isaiah was not of the seas would
the last prophet to one day be ended
foretell the coming * Here's how what
decline of the great God'’s prophets

& powerful Tyre foretold came about
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[image: image15.png]Isaiah chapter 23 timeline

Millennial

Kingdom
Isaiah  1st 2nd New
Coming Coming | Heavens
Isaiah Isaiah & New
Earth

23:15-17 23:18



[image: image16.png]The rest of the rest of the story

* About a century Mediterranean
after the last Old f( Sea
Testament book D,

was written (Malachi)| { TYRE
Alexander the Great
took the coastal city
building materials &
made a land bridge

to the island, & so Tyre’s retreat island
defeated Tyre lost its natural “moat”

U\




[image: image17.png]The rest of the rest
of the rest of the story

* Though there is Mediterranean
a city now in the ﬁ sea_ 7
general vicinity of -
the old city of Tyre,
its natural protection
& unique advantages
were lost, along with
the business skills &

spectacular physical Tyre today is
assets it once held only a peninsula
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Her gain and her harlot's wages will be set apart
to the Lord; it will not be stored up or hoarded,
but her gain will become sufficient food and
choice attire for those who dwell in the
presence of the Lord.

+ Now this is the part of the prophecy that goes
beyond even our present day; just like Egypt &
Assyria will one day join & support Israel in the
worship of the Lord, the lineage of people who
once ruled in Tyre will also join & support Israel
in their worship of the Lord, bringing the honor
of nations to the Lord in Jerusalem (Isaiah
66:10-21, et al)



[image: image19.png]So how do | take
a Tyrian (lesson) home with me?

* The Lord was not
against the people
of Tyre or of any
of Phoenicia just
for being good at
shipping, trading,
raw materials &
skill at building

* God is not opposed
to skill & excellence

¢ The problem was
their pride, idolatry
& chronic spiritual
compromise in
carrying out their
otherwise excellently
conducted business

* The sin nature feels
like doing what it
wants to do!



[image: image20.png]So how do | take
a Tyrian (lesson) home with me?

* Pursuit of life apart  + So that we might

from God is the sin glorify Him in alf
nature’s constant that we do
way of doing things  « That doesn’t

* But God's eternal happen by pursuing
purpose — the life on our own —
ultimate reason that the way the sin
we were created — nature feels like

is to reveal, declare doing things all
& share His glory... the time



[image: image21.png]Tyre’s old way of doing business
has been put out of commission

* In the same way * Having been
that Tyre was later identified with
put out of business Christ in His death,
(Ezekiel 26:21: burial, resurrection,
S ascension &

Zechariah 9:3,4),
so the Lord has put
the sin nature out of
business for those
who are believers

seating...

* We have been
joined to the Lord
& He is our life

« Doing isn't living



[image: image22.png]No matter how good
it looks to the world, or any others

¢ There are lots of « But if the source
things that we could of that impressive
do to impress the accomplishment &
world, or to impress activity is the sin
others, or maybe nature, from which
even ourselves we who believe have

- Alot of it might been separated, then
be very admirable it's all for naught

among the people  Spiritually speaking,
who seem to count it's all rust & dust
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[image: image24.png]When the Creator of the Universe
has seated you with Him,
you should probably just sit there!

¢ From there, where  + We can't really
you've been seated recommend trying

with Him, God's to do anything at
eternal purpose will all with this body —
be fulfilled in you, we're simply not
so just stay there! qualified for that

* Your body is here, ¢ Instead, Christ, with
but God doesn't whom you've been
intend for you to seated, will also live

do anything with it! His life in your body



[image: image25.png]Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up
with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in
the ages to come He might show the
surpassing riches of His grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus.



[image: image26.png]Don’t be Tyre-headed!

¢ Tyre had the ¢ God'’s eternal
whole world & even purpose is to reveal,
themselves pretty declare & share His

impressed by what glory, & so glorify Him
they knew howto . Aj the imperatives

buy, ship, & get in the New Testament
accomplished epistles are written

« But all of Tyre's descriptions of what
activity fell short in His glorious life in us

one very critical area looks like lived out



[image: image27.png]Be heavenly-minded instead!

¢ God doesn't really ¢ He loves us

want for us or even for no humanly

everybody else to understandable

be impressed by reason at all &

how well we do desires to fulfill

things for Him His eternal purpose
+ God doesn't want in us by having us

to “jump down your remain where we're

throat” when you seated with Christ

do it wrong, either in the heavenlies



[image: image28.png]Colossians 3:1-4

Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

2 Set your mind on the things above, not on
the things that are on earth. 3 For you have
died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed,
then you also will be revealed with Him in
glory.



[image: image29.png]Time for retirement?

« With each one of
us seated there in
the heavenlies, with
the Creator of the
Universe, then He
can live out His life
here in your body

e That way, He is
glorified as He
designed

And the kind of life
described of us
believers in the New
Testament epistles
is His job to live out

He's glorified when
we're done here,
even if it looks like
hard work & tough
times on the outside



[image: image30.png]Colossians 1:28-29

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man
and teaching every man with all wisdom, so
that we may present every man complete in
Christ. 29 For this purpose also | labor,
striving according to His power, which mightily
works within me.

Galatians 2:20

"l have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which | now live in the flesh | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself up for me."



[image: image31.png]There are lots of good things
to do, but, what will be
the spiritual consequences?

¢ The people of Tyre
were certainly very
industrious, & there
was nothing morally
wrong with much of
their prime business
activity, but...

* Even with Israel
right nearby, they
usually didn't ask...

What will be the
ultimate spiritual
consequences of
what we are about
to do?

How will it impact
the spiritual roles &
responsibilities that
the Lord has given
me?
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