[image: image1.png]Genesis 1:26-27

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness; and let
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the sky and over the cattle and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man
in His own image, in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created
them.



[image: image38.png]Isaiah addresses the women next in Isaiah 3:16-26

16 Moreover, the Lord said, "Because the daughters of Zion are proud and
walk with heads held high and seductive eyes, and go along with mincing
steps and tinkle the bangles on their feet, 17 Therefore the Lord will afflict

the scalp of the daughters of Zion with scabs, and the Lord will make their
foreheads bare|

18 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets,|headband:
19 dangling earrings, bracelets, veils, 20 headdresses,
ankle chams, sashes, perfume boxes, 21 finger rings, nose rings,

22 festal robes, outer tunics, cloaks, money purses, 23 hand mirrors,
undergarments, turbans and veils.

24 Now it will come about that instead of sweet perfume there will be
putrefaction: instead of well-set hair, a plucked-out
scalp; Instea g of sackcloth; and branding instead
of beauty. 25 Your men will fall by the sword and your mighty ones in battle.
26 And her gates will lament and mourn, and deserted she will sit on the
ground.




[image: image2.png]Isaiah chapter 3... again???

* When we studied * Today we will revisit
Isaiah chapter 3 the passages before
before, we focused & after verses 13-15

upon verses 13-15 . yerses 1-12 present
* These verses spoke  the pervasive decline

of God'’s judgment of male leadership

of the leaders qf among Jews in Judah
Judah for abusive - Verses 16-26 portray
treatment of the the end of skin deep

poor among them beauty for the women



[image: image3.png]And this is relevant because...?

 Definitions of male  « Our culture has too
& female in our own often conveyed a

culture are very basis for the value
commonly blurred of femaleness &
& confused maleness that has

« Personal preference, driven manyto
manipulated at times ~ Personal & financial
by the media, has risk, oppression,
taken the “steering obsession, & even
wheel” of the culture ~ depression, orworse



[image: image4.png]Culture wars

« Within our culture, * In the present

there are those state of culture &
who want to settle technology, some
the gender tension sociologists have

& ambiguity by laws stated that we now

« There are also have eleven genders

those who want no in our culture & a
laws whatsoever very complicated
regarding gender set of relationships

preference choices between them



[image: image5.png]Is that what God had in mind?

¢ God created them * Even before Adam

male & female chose to sin against

from the beginning: God, God designed
. Genesis 1:27, marriage between a

“God created man man & a woman

in His own image, (Genesis 2:24)

in the image of God + God intended that

He created him; marriage extend to

male and female Gentiles, Israel &

He created them.” the Church



[image: image6.png]The same, only different

* God designed ¢ The salvation &
both maleness & position of believers
femaleness for all does not vary by
human beings, but gender (Galatians
has directed some 3:28; 1 Peter 3:7)...
of the instruction « nor does the life of
on maleness & Christ, nor energizing
femaleness of each believer vary
specifically to (Ephesians 3:20,21;

the Church Colossians 3:4)



[image: image7.png]Where’s the difference?

¢ The two areas ¢ Further, these are
where the New not given as roles
Testament epistles by gender that are
describe the roles enforceable by law,
of men & women but are given as
differently are: 1) in the expression of
the relationship of the life of Christ &
a husband & wife, & the energizing of
2) among believers God in believing

within the church men & women



[image: image8.png]What were roles like in the
culture of the New Testament era?

¢ In the Roman * But there was also
empire, women & a bizarre range
were generally of sexual options in
allowed limited the culture, mostly
roles, except in favoring choices

Macedonia (Philippi for the adult men

& Thessalonika) & . But God did not ask
Galatia, where the believers then -
women had roles in or now - to look to the
business & politics culture for guidance
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[image: image10.png]Isaiah addresses the men first, in Isaiah 3:1-12

For behold, the Lord God of hosts is going to remove from Jerusalem and
Judah both supply and support, the whole supply of bread and the whole
supply of water; 2 the mighty man and the warrior, the judge and the prophet,
the diviner and the elder, 3 the captain of fity and the honorable man, the
counselor and the expert artisan, and the skillful enchanter. 4 and | will make
mere lads their princes, and capricious children will rule over them, 5 and the
people will be oppressed, each one by another, and each one by his
neighbor; the youth will storm against the elder and the inferior against the
honorable. 6 When a man lays hold of his brother in his father's house,
saying, "You have a cloak, you shall be our ruler, and these ruins will be
under your charge,” 7 He will protest on that day, saying, "I will not be your
healer, for in my house there is neither bread nor cloak; you should not
appoint me ruler of the people." 8 For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah
has fallen, because their speech and their actions are against the Lord, to
rebel against His glorious presence. 9 The expression of their faces bears
witness against them, and they display their sin like Sodom; they do not even
conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves. 10 Say to
the righteous that it will go well with them, for they will eat the fruit of their
actions. 11 Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, for what he deserves
will be done to him. 12 O My people! Their oppressors are children, and
women rule over them. O My people! Those who guide you lead you astray
and confuse the direction of your paths.
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[image: image12.png]So what is Isaiah
saying in this passage?

¢ The men of Isaiah’s « But this was not an

day were shirking isolated problem,
leadership roles in as if everything
judicial, political, else was fine in the
military, spiritual, & culture of Judah

occupational realms except for that one

« The men were even area of leadership
forcing mere boysto -« Instead, failure in
take over their own leadership was only
leadership roles! a symptom



[image: image13.png]The root problem identified in Isaiah 3:8-9
For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has
fallen, because their speech and their actions
are against the Lord, to rebel against His
glorious presence. 9 The expression of their
faces bears withess against them, and they
[isplay ther sin ke Sodomthey do not even
conceal it. Woe to them! For they have
brought evil on themselves.

+ This is why we see Judah'’s men shunning
leadership as a symptom of their widespread
& ugly spiritual problem — they had turned
from the Lord! The men all became wimps!



[image: image14.png]The Hebrew Poetry Pattern in Isaiah 3:8
For

Jerusalem has stumbled and
Judah has fallen,

because

their speech and
their actions are

against the Lord, to rebel
against His glorious presence.



[image: image15.png]And there’s another unseen
motivation for shunning leadership

When foreign * So the leaders, not
nations like Assyria trusting God to make
came to attack - them victorious over
& an attack was on their enemies, forced
the horizon when mere boys into roles
Isaiah wrote these of leadership, rather
words - the victor than risk their own
would torture & kill lives

the leaders of the + The men were just
defeated nation faithless cowards



[image: image16.png]Can't lead without it

e To be a bold leader
among the people
of Israel, one had to
trust that the Lord
would protect them

« Deuteronomy
28:1-14 says that if
Israel would trust &

obey God, that God
would fight for Israel

« Based on that
trust in the Lord's
promises, a leader
among the people
of Israel could be
courageous “against
all odds”, as one
figures the odds
from a human
standpoint



[image: image17.png]Deuteronomy 28:1,7,10 — said to Israel

"Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the
Lord your God, being careful to do all His

commandments which | command you today,
the Lord your God will set you high above all
the nations of the earth... 7 The Lord shall
cause your enemies who rise up against you
to be defeated before you; they will come out
against you one way and will flee before you
seven ways... 10 So all the peoples of the
earth will see that you are called by the name
of the Lord, and they will be afraid of you... "



[image: image18.png]The four kinds of love in Ephesians 5:25-32

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her,

A sacrificial love

26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that
she would be holy and blameless.

Asanctifying love

28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also
does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.

Acaring love

31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This
mystery is great; but | am speaking with reference to Christ and the
church. Abonded love
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[image: image20.png]If a man thinks that he can do it,
then he clearly doesn’t understand!

* For a man to
constantly &
unconditionally
express a sacrificial,
sanctifying, caring
& bonded love
toward His wife
was never intended
to be done in a
man’s own strength

¢ “Now to Him who is

able to do far more
abundantly beyond
all that we ask or
think, according to
the power that works
(energed) within
us...”-Ephesians 3:20



[image: image21.png]What about in the church?

« Within the church, ¢ These roles will

God has called for require the strength
men to take on a of the Lord, & call
variety of roles, for courage based
including those upon the Lord’s own
of leadership character & promises

Colossians 1:28-29
We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and
teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we

may present every man complete in Christ. 29

For this purpose also | labor, striving according
to His power, which mightily works within me.




[image: image22.png]Acts 20:27-32

"For | did not shrink from declaring to you the whole
purpose of God. 28 Be on guard for yourselves and
for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood. 29 | know
that after my departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from
among your own selves men will arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, remembering
that night and day for a period of three years | did
not cease to admonish each one with tears. 32 And
now | commend you to God and to the word of His
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you
the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.




[image: image23.png]Deacons appointed in Acts 6:5,6

The statement found approval with the whole
congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and
Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And these
they brought before the apostles; and after
praying, they laid their hands on them.

But by the end of Acts chapter 7...

They went on stoning Stephen as he called on
the Lord and said, "Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit!" 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried
out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin
against them!" Having said this, he fell asleep.
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[image: image29.png]Isaiah’s description of the
women in Judah focuses on...

« Isaiah’s description + But Isaiah makes

of the women in clear that even this
Judah focuses on surface beauty will
their external allure fade & change into
& attractiveness: ugliness & worse!
* How they look, how « The pride of a

they smell, how woman's purely
they walk — all the superficial appeal
things that appeal will fall into despair

to the senses & depression



[image: image30.png]So is Isaiah saying we mustn’t...?

« Isaiah goes into
quite a bit of detail
—is he saying that
women should not
adorn themselves
attractively?

« Is he saying that
we need to get a
women’s dress
code in place?

* The Law given by
Moses to Israel
does not directly
prohibit anything in
Isaiah’s description
of the women of
Judah

* Isaiah is drawing
attention to a far
deeper issue



[image: image31.png]Beauty is more than...

¢ The culture of
Judah had delivered
the message to
women that their
central value was
all in the externals!

* Women in Judah
learned to make
their sexuality a
public thing

The pervasive sensual
message of external
attractiveness among
the women appealed
to false spirituality:
Pagan spiritual
symbols falsely
implied that the

women were “deeper”
than what is seen



[image: image32.png]1 Peter 3:3-4 puts the focus where it belongs

Your adornment must not be merely external--
braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or
putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden
person of the heart, with the imperishable
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
precious in the sight of God.

God'’s intent is that the principal & essential
attractiveness of a woman be from the inside
out, as a matter of spiritually-based character;
what matters first & foremost is what God
sees, & not what other people see; the glory
& radiance of God's character is what God
intends & desires to shine in a godly woman



[image: image33.png]Gender roles are not
a matter of which one has power

« It is God's design * Source of the power
that both men & from God & our
women live daily position in Christ
by His power cannot be lost

* A power struggle * Nor can the world
between men & provide anything to
women at a societal enhance our power
level or within or our position — it
relationships is simply has nothing

not God’s design whatsoever to offer



[image: image34.png]Where’s the... value?

« Both societally & ¢ Human cultures
personally there is can tend to place
much struggle over the measure of a
the value of each person’s value -
gender & person, male or female - in
to a level of crisis outward appearance,

« Parallel to that is prestige, assets,
what aspect of a earning power &
person makes that other ephemeral

person of value symbols of value



[image: image35.png]Whether or not a man or a woman
has value is never the question

* QOur positionin Christ + Treasure vessels

regardless of gender:
Galatians 3:28

¢ “Thereis neither Jew
nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free
man, there is neither
male nor female; for
you are all one in
Christ Jesus.”

in 2 Corinthians 4.7

“But we have this
treasure in earthen
vessels, so that the
surpassing greatness
of the power will be
of God and not from
ourselves”
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