[image: image1.png]Isaiah 13:9-11
Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel,
with fury and burning anger, to make the land
a desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners
from it. 10 For the stars of heaven and their
constellations will not flash forth their light; the
sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will
not shed its light. 11 Thus | will punish the world
for its evil and the wicked for their iniquity; | will
also put an end to the arrogance of the proud
and abase the haughtiness of the ruthless.



[image: image2.png]Blazing our way through Isaiah 13

* Verses 1-5 are * Verses 16-22 tell
prophecies about about how Babylon
the ancient city & would fall from its
empire of Babylon place of power (see

« Verses 6-15 are Daniel chapter 5) &
about the coming what would happen
Tribulation period to Babylon in the
& includes today's centuries that would
focal point verses follow its downfall

(Isaiah 13:9-11)



[image: image3.png]May | introduce you to... Babylon

* |saiah was * As we continue
prophesying during our study, we will
the time when the find that Isaiah
Assyrian empire prophesied about

was rising in power what would happen
- But the Babylonian during the rule of the

empire followed in Assyrian empire, the
612 BC, & then the Babylonian empire &
Persian empire the Persian empire

followed in 539 BC



[image: image4.png]These are the empires that
the prophet Isaiah addresses
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[image: image5.png]Isaiah 13:9
Behold+, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel,
with fury and burning anger, to make the land
a desolation; and He will exterminate its
sinners from it.

+ Behold: Remember that this is the word which
has the idea of, “Stop & take a mental picture of
this!”; Isaiah used it often to grab the reader’s
attention before presenting a momentous
message — sweeping, profound & often intense



[image: image6.png]Isaiah 13:9
Behold, the day of the Lord+ is coming, cruel,
with fury and burning anger, to make the land
a desolation; and He will exterminate its
sinners from it.

+ the day of the Lord: This phrase was used by
several of the Old Testament prophets, & was
carried into the New Testament letters of Paul
& Peter; it referred to a future time (note “is
coming”, above) starting with the seven year
Tribulation period, extending into the Millennial
Kingdom, & to the destruction of this present
heavens & earth, to be followed by the creation
of the new heavens & the new earth



[image: image7.png]Isaiah 13:9
Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel
with fury and burning anger+, to make the land
a desolation; and He will exterminate its
sinners from it.

+ There are those who will write or speak about
the God of the Old Testament being a God of
anger & wrath, as if that God was a different
God from the one we read about in the New
Testament (not so, of course); but the other
common misconception that comes with this
view is that it seems to imply that God - at least
the God described in the Old Testament -

has a serious anger problem



[image: image8.png]Isaiah 13:9
Behold, the day of the Lord is coming+, cruel,
with fury+ and burning anger+, to make the land
a desolation; and He will exterminate its
sinners from it.

+ the word translated “is coming” is erchetai
(exact form) in the Greek Old Testament; the
words translated “fury” & “anger” are thumos
& orge in the Greek Old Testament
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[image: image10.png]Ephesians 5:3-6
But immorality or any impurity or greed must
not even be named among you, as is proper
among saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness
and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not
fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this
you know with certainty, that no immoral or
impure person or covetous man, who is an
idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom
of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you
with empty words, for because of these things
the wrath+ of God comes++ upon the sons of
disobedience. + wrath: orge
++ comes: erchetai (exact form in Isaiah 13:9)




[image: image11.png]Colossians 3:5-7

Therefore consider the members of your
earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts
to idolatry. 6 For it is because of these things
that the wrath+ of God will come++ upon the
sons of disobedience, 7 and in them you also
once walked, when you were living in them.

+ wrath: orge
++ comes: erchetai (exact form in Isaiah 13:9)

See orge also in Romans 1:18-21
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Much more then, having now been justified by
His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath+ of
God through Him. + orge, like Isaiah 13:9

1 Thessalonians 1:10

...and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He
raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues

us from the Wrath+ + orge

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11

For God has not destined us for wrath+, but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we
are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.

(see also Revelation 3:10) + orge



[image: image13.png]Will the real rapture
please take us up!
* Among Christians * What is often lost

who view Scripture in the discussion &
as foretelling the debate about the
rapture of the timing of the rapture
Church, there is is that a key part of
a variety of views: the believer's
Pre-trib (HHBC), eternal position in
Mid-trib, Post-trib, Christ is that they
Late-trib, & even a will not be subject

Partial-trib rapture to God's wrath!
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Pretribulation | Other Rapture Views
Rapture Mid Late+ Post
Church Tribulation Millennium

+ The “Late Tribulation” Rapture view has been
called “Pre-Wrath”, but this is very misleading



[image: image15.png]Isaiah 13:9
Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel

with fury and burning anger+, to make the land
a desolation; and He will exterminate its
sinners from it.

+ so what is the perspective on God's anger that

makes it morally different from human anger, &
what's it all about? Why the big deal?



[image: image16.png]All right — Who started this?

* God, who lives in ¢ All those “in Adam”
the eternal present, have fallen short
which stretches of God's perfect
from eternity past holiness, seeking
into eternity future, life from anything

He is the Creator of else but God, but
all that is, & a God working hard for
of infinite holiness — the wages that
the very definition sin pays so very
of perfect holiness dutifully: death
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[image: image19.png]Romans 6:23

For the wages+ of sin is death, but the
free gift* of God is eternal life in Christ

Jesus our Lord.

+ opsonia
* charisma



[image: image20.png]Romans 6:23

For the wages+ of sin is death, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

+ wages are payment for work (see also
Romans 3:28)



[image: image21.png]All right — Who started this?

¢ God, the originator  « Those who choose
of all that is, created to pursue their own

a sinless universe, way - that is, not to
but gave to spiritual participate in God'’s
creatures in that eternal purpose —
universe (angels seek life apart from
& humans) the God & God has a
capacity to choose settled animosity
for Him or against toward all that is

Him at some point part of that pursuit



[image: image22.png]Isaiah 13:9
Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel,
with fury and burning anger, to make the land
a desolation; and He will exterminate its
sinners from it+.

+ the word “exterminate” may sound like God

is about to get rid of all the bugs, but in spite of
the nuisance they may be to us at times, the
root problem is the human sin - the pursuit of
life apart from God the Creator - which is truly
spiritual death; sinners are not the ones who are
simply committing acts of sin, as if the sins were
the problem, but the ones chronically expressing
their internal spiritual character: the sin nature



[image: image23.png]Isaiah 13:10
For:

* the stars of heaven and their constellations
will not flash forth their light;

* the sun will be dark when it rises and

* the moon will not shed its light.

This Hebrew Poetry Pattern is a trio of parallel
messages saying that every light source in the
physical heavens will be darkened; this same

message about the coming Tribulation period

is conveyed repeatedly throughout both the
Old & New Testaments




[image: image24.png]The sun, moon & stars darkened
before the 2" coming of the Lord

¢ |saiah chapter 24 (especially verse 23)
* Ezekiel 32:7

e Joel 2:10; 3:15 So what

¢ Matthew 24:29-31 does God

» Mark 13:24-27 have against

* Luke 21:25-28 the stars &

« Acts 2:19-21 the sun &
the moon?

¢ Revelation 6:12; 8:12

Scripture is very consistent in this teaching &
that it is part of the expression of God's wrath



[image: image25.png]Did human beings respond as God intended?

Genesis 1:14-15

Then God said, "Let there be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night, and let them be for signs and

for seasons and for days and years; 15 and let
them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens
to give light on the earth”; and it was so.

Psalm 19:1

The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and
their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.



[image: image26.png]Not so much!
Romans 1:18-21

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
19 because that which is known about God is
evident within them; for God made it evident to
them. 20 For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood
through what has been made, so that they are
without excuse. 21 For eventhoughthey knew God,
they did not honor Him as God or give thanks,
but they became futile in their speculations, and
their foolish heart was darkened.
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[image: image28.png]Not so much!
Romans 1:25

For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie,
and worshiped and served the creature rather
than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Acts 19:35, “After quieting the
crowd, the town clerk said, "Men
of Ephesus, what man is there
after all who does not know that

the city of the Ephesians is
guardian of the temple of the

great Artemis and of the image Likelya
which fell down from heaven?” meteorite




[image: image29.png]In our own day...

* In our own day
there are still many
who pay attention

to their horoscopes,

ranging from mild
curiosity to daily
intensive study

to singing songs
about individual &
global astrology

e Then there are
those in the so-
called scientific
arena who insist
that we, & all living
things owe our
origin, presence
& destiny to
astronomical
sources



[image: image30.png]Isaiah 13:11
Thus | will punish:

the world for its evil and
the wicked for their iniquity;

| will also:

put an end to the arrogance of the proud and
abase the haughtiness of the ruthless.




[image: image31.png]So that’s why Jonah ran!

¢ An intensely  This fact very likely
relevant point that explains why Jonah
comes out of the was extremely
end of Isaiah 13:11 reluctant to preach

is that the Assyrians repentance to

of Isaiah’s day were Ninevah, the capital
unbelievably cruel of Assyria, for fear
& ruthless & very, that God would be
very proud of it! merciful to them



[image: image32.png]In our own day...

¢ The rise & fall of
empires of cruelty
has continued
into our own era:
Joseph Stalin,
Adolph Hitler,
Saddam Hussein
Pol Pot, Idi Amin,
Serbia’s Milosovich
& many others

The capacity of
the sin nature &
the present world
system to express
indescribable evil &
profound cruelty is
truly unfathomable

But in the end
God'’s justice will
come - for all of it



[image: image33.png]So why is it that God is
justified in His anger toward sin?

* The character of
God'’s reaction of
ultimate disgust
toward expressions
of the sin nature is
sharply contrasted
by the truly amazing
grace that He has
shown throughout
human history

Since mankind fell

in Adam, God has
offered salvation by
faith to all human
beings, because of
His infinite love for
those of Adam’s race

He satisfied His own
character in Christ's
death on the cross



[image: image34.png]The judge served the sentence!

* God'’s wrath against
sins was poured out
in full upon Jesus
Christ as He hung
on the cross for us,
sufficient to pay for
the sins of the
whole world (John
3:16; 1 John 2:2)

¢ The sole & only
requirement for
us to apply God's
own payment of
His sentence for the
sins is to believe —
nothing more but
certainly nothing
less (Acts 16:31)



[image: image35.png]Way, way beyond just forgiven

¢ The person who
believes is not only
forgiven of all sins,
the penalty having
been paid in full,
but is unfathomably
blessed with every
spiritual blessing
in the heavenlies
in Christ (Eph. 1:3)

All this is done not
because of anything
we have done or
refrained from doing

It is entirely God's
accomplishment for
those who believe
in Christ's death,
burial & resurrection
(1 Cor. 15:3,4)
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