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Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch
from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on
Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

3 And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, and He will not judge
by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear;
4 but with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with
fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and He will strike the earth
with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will
slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness will be the belt about His
loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the wolf will
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young
goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and
a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will graze,
their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the
ox. 8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the
weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not
hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 Thenin
that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand
as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.
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[image: image4.png]Grabbing a quick bite
in Isaiah chapter 11

* We will study Isaiah

11:1-10 in more
detail this morning,
eating our way
through it as a
“Jesse sandwich”

* Verses 1-10 focus
upon Christ’s reign
upon the earth in
His 2" coming

* Verses 11-16
describe the coming
circumstances &
relationships among
the Jews of the two
kingdoms (Israel &
Judah) & among
Israel's neighboring
nations & peoples
at His 2" coming
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1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of
Jesse+, and a branch from his roots will bear
fruit... 10 Then in that day the nations will
resort to the root of Jesse+, who will stand as
a signal for the peoples; and His resting place
will be glorious.

+ Jesse, the father of David, was a man of
relatively low standing, who did not even
readily acknowledge David as his son; David
was off watching the sheep — an occupation
of low social standing in biblical times (see 1
Samuel 16 about the selection of King David )
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1 Then a shoot+ will spring from the stem+ of
Jesse, and a branch+ from his roots+ will bear
fruit+... 10 Then in that day the nations will
resort to the root+ of Jesse, who will stand as
a signal for the peoples; and His resting place
will be glorious.

+ In Old Testament times when the people of
Israel were mostly agricultural (about 90% of
the people), it makes sense that the terms
used for Christ in His future reign were often
agricultural as well
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For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground;
He has no stately form or majesty that we
should look upon Him, nor appearance that
we should be attracted to Him.

This verse's reference to a “shoot” & a “root”,
along with Isaiah 11:1,10, convey that: 1)
Christ, the son of God, eternal deity, will come
in the form of a human being, & 2) like David,
even his earthly incarnation will be lowly &
humble, & 3) His ultimate reign over the entire
earth, as the son of David, will defy the typical
human path of royalty & lofty ascension
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"Behold, the days are coming," declares
the Lord, "When | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch; and He will reign as king
and act wisely...”

Isaiah 4:2
In that day the Branch of the Lord+ will be
beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the

earth will be the pride and the adornment
of the survivors of Israel.

+ “the Branch of the Lord” refers to the reigning
Lord Jesus Christ, as the descendant of David
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¢ This refers to Christ,
the descendant of
David, reigning over
Israel & the earth
from Jerusalem, in
fulfillment of the
promises to David in
2 Samuel 7:8-29 & 1
Chronicles 17:1-27
(see Luke 1:26-33)

« This use of the term
“Branch” to mean
Christ, the Messiah,
the future reigning
descendent of
David, is also found
in Jeremiah 33:14-
16; Zechariah 3:8-
10; 6:11-15
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1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of
Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear
fruit... 10 Then in that day+ the nations will
resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as
a signal for the peoples; and His resting place
will be glorious.

+ in that day: As we've said before, this is a
term for some future time, the exact future time
determined by context; it was often used by
the Old Testament prophets for the Tribulation
period &/or the Millennial reign of Christ on the
earth (Isaiah 2:11,17,20; 4.2, & many others)
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1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of
Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear
fruit... 10 Then in that day the nations+ will
resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as
a signal for the peoples; and His resting place
will be glorious.

+ the nations: Isaiah wrote of the nations
dozens of times, using the term first in the
Isaiah 2:2 passage we studied some weeks
back
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The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 Now it will
come about that in the last days the mountain of
the house of the Lord will be established as the
chief of the mountains, and will be raised above
the hills; and all the nations will stream to it+.

+ all the nations will stream to it: The word
“nations” (ethnos in the Greek Old Testament)
is the Jewish word understood as “Gentiles”;

a number of places in Scripture picture the
nations (= Gentiles) coming to & focusing
upon Jerusalem (see also Isaiah 66:12)
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God be gracious to us and bless us, and
cause His face to shine upon us-- Selah.

2 That Your way may be known on the earth,
Your salvation among all nations+. 3 Let the
peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples
praise You. 4 Let the nations+ be glad and
sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with
uprightness and guide the nations+ on the
earth. Selah. 5 Let the peoples praise You,

O God; let all the peoples praise You.

+ nations: ethnos in the Greek Old Testament
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At that time they will call Jerusalem The
Throne of the Lord,' and all the nations+ will
be gathered to it, to Jerusalem, for the name
of the Lord; nor will they walk anymore after
the stubbornness of their evil heart. 18 In
those days the house of Judah will walk

with the house of Israel, and they will come
together from the land of the north to the land
that | gave your fathers as an inheritance.

+ nations: ethnos in the Greek Old Testament
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So many peoples+ and mighty nations+ will
come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem
and to entreat the favor of the Lord. 23 Thus
says the Lord of hosts, 'In those days ten men
from all the nations+ will grasp the garment of
a Jew, saying, "Let us go with you, for we have
heard that God is with you.™

+ The terms “many peoples” & “nations” used
as synonyms, as in Isaiah 2:2-4



[image: image16.png]Even in the New Heavens &
the New Earth & the New Jerusalem

Revelation 21:24-26

The nations+ will walk by its light, and the
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.
25 In the daytime (for there will be no night
there) its gates will never be closed; 26 and

they will bring the glory and the honor of the
nations+ into it;

+ nations: ethnos (see also Isaiah 60:1-22
regarding this passage)



[image: image17.png]Isaiah 11:1,2, conveyed as the the seven-fold
Spirit of Revelation 1:4, 3:1, 4.5 & 5:6

The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him', the

spirit of wisdom? and understanding?, the

spirit of counsel* and strength3, the spirit

of knowledge® and the fear of the LORD’.

The Spirit's expression through the Messiah,

Who is Jesus Christ our Lord, is also shown
in other verses in Isaiah, like 42:1, 61:1
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Behold, My Servant, whom | uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights.
| have put My Spirit upon Him;
He will bring forth justice to the nations.

Isaiah 61:1-2a
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
Because the Lord has anointed me
To bring good news to the afflicted,;
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to captives
And freedom to prisoners;
2 To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord...



[image: image20.png]Luke 4:16-17

And He [Jesus] came
to Nazareth, where

He had been brought
up; and as was His
custom, He entered
the synagogue on the
Sabbath, and stood up
to read. And the book
of the prophet Isaiah
was handed to Him.

And He opened the
book and found the
place where it was

written:



[image: image21.png]Luke 4:20-21

And He closed the
book, gave it back to
the attendant and sat
down; and the eyes of
all in the synagogue
were fixed on Him.

And He began to say

to them, "Today this
Scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing."
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2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord+. 3 And
He will delight in the fear of the Lord+...

9 ...for the earth will be full of the knowledge
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

+ When the Son of God 1%t came to earth He
lived with dependence upon the Father (John
12:50; 14:10,31) & through the active work of
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 4:10; 12:28); the
same will be true of His 2" coming as well
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¢ The phrase, “the
fear of the Lord”
shows up from the
oldest of Bible
books to the 2nd
letter of Paul to the
church at Corinth

« It is not for just one
time or one people
group, but for all

The phrase does
not convey that God
wants us to have a
phobia about Him,
but deep regard,
reverence & respect

The person who has
a “fear of the Lord”
cares about who God
is & what God says
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...and He will not judge+ by what His eyes see,
nor make a decision+ by what His ears hear; 4
but with righteousness He will judge+ the poor,
and decide+ with fairness for the afflicted of the
earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod
of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips

He will slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness
will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness
the belt about His waist.

+ Verses 3 & 4 make clear that Christ will not
judge matters superficially, but from infinitely
righteous character, judging every matter fairly
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...and He will not judge by what His eyes see,
nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4
but with righteousness He will judge the poor,
and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the
earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod
of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips
He will slay the wicked+. 5 Also righteousness
will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness
the belt about His waist.

+ The last half of verse 4 conveys the totality &
the directness of consequence under the reign
of the Messiah, after He has judged
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...and He will not judge by what His eyes see,
nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4
but with righteousness He will judge the poor,
and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the
earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod
of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips
He will slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness
will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness
the belt about His waist.+

+ The actions of Jesus Christ, the Messiah,
come from His infinite character of faithfulness
& righteousness; but belts? loins? waist?
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* In Isaiah’s day, * Isaiah would
these “belts” (KJV: describe these as
“girdles”) were the character of the
two different items coming Messiah
of essential & because His
personal clothing, righteousness &
which were the faithfulness won't
rough equivalent be just “optional
to what we would accessories”, but

call “underwear” basic to His reign
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6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little boy will lead them.

7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, their
young will lie down together, and the lion will
eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will
play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned
child will put his hand on the viper's den.

9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy
mountain...

+ Isaiah gives examples of an end to the
predator / prey relationship — biological change
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6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little boy will lead them.

7 Also the cow and the bear will graze+, their
young will lie down together, and the lion will
eat straw like the ox+. 8 The nursing child will
play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned
child will put his hand on the viper's den.

9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy
mountain...

+ The major biological change is shown by
today’s carnivores eating grass & hay (verse 7)
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6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little boy will lead them.

7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, their
young will lie down together, and the lion will
eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will
play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned
child will put his hand on the viper's den.

9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy
mountain...

+ Isaiah wrote repeatedly of youthfulness both
among the animals & among the humans



[image: image31.png]Isaiah 11:6-9a

6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little boy will lead them.

7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, their
young will lie down together, and the lion will
eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will
play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned
child will put his hand on the viper's den.

9 They will not hurt or destroy+ in all My holy
mountain...

+ Thereign of Christ on the earth will be atime
of substantial restoration of conditions on earth
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be coming from?

* By the time
the conditions
described in this
passage come
about, we will have
been taken to be
with the Lord (John
14:1-6; Colossians
3:4; 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18)

We will have spent
seven years with
the Lord of Glory,
worshipping &
beholding Him face
to face (earth time:
Revelation 4-19)

But this is only the
beginning of His
infinite grace
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