[image: image1.png]Isaiah 3:13-15

The Lord arises to contend, and stands to
judge the people. 14 The Lord enters into
judgment with the elders and princes of His
people, "It is you who have devoured the
vineyard; the plunder of the poor is in your
houses. 15 What do you mean by crushing
My people and grinding the face of the poor?“
declares the Lord God of hosts.



[image: image2.png]Isaiah chapter 3 summary

* Isaiah 3:1-12 ¢ Much of the picture
provides a sad in verses 1-12
picture of the relates to the
societal & spiritual leadership & to
confusion & injustice  judges & to the
i_n Israel QUring the men in the society
life of Isaiah — not + Masculinity in Judah
just Isaiah’s view, had had become
but God's own something awful &

assessment disgusting & futile



[image: image3.png]Isaiah chapter 3 summary

¢ |saiah 3:13-15, our ¢ In Isaiah 3:16-26 he

focal passage this gives us the picture
morning, pictures of moral & spiritual
God as the judge of deterioration among
His people Israel Israel's women

* He then takes on the « Rather than depth
oppression & abuse of character, the
of the poor for the women had begun

sake of the personal  appealing only to
gain of the leaders superficial attraction



[image: image4.png]Tell me straight, doc — is it serious?

« Isaiah had been * Now in chapter 3 he
telling the people tells them just like it
of Judah about is: except for part of
their present very the brief passage
dismal condition we're looking at this

(morally & spiritually morning, the whole
speaking) in certain chapter is devoted
portions of Isaiah to assessment of
chapters 1 & 2 their present moral
« Yes... it's serious! & spiritual condition



[image: image5.png]Isaiah 3:13-14a

The Lord arises to contend, and
stands to judge
the people.

The Lord enters into judgment with
His people,
A the elders and princes of

This arrangement is to draw attention to &
provide insights into the Hebrew poetic pattern



[image: image6.png]Psst! Why the
Hebrew poetry patterns?

* Recognizing the
Hebrew poetry
pattern helps us
understand more
clearly what Isaiah
was saying, since
the restatement &
repetition help to
make the meaning
more clear to us

 Plus, saying

basically the same
thing two or three
different ways or by
repetition helps us
by emphasis: we
know more clearly
what is important
because the content
is repeated for us
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[image: image9.png]“The Lord...”

* Isaiah’s message * God is not about
stands in contrast to  to act in judgment
the understanding because He is
of the nations inexplicably “ticked
around Judah: The off” with the people
Lord is preparing to of Judah

act in judgment — - God is, by His very
not just one of the nature infinitely,
many gods of the absolutely holy;

pagan nations these are “His people”



[image: image10.png]“The Lord...”

“The Lord” is not * Any human
arbitrarily inserting authority among
His authority as God's people is
though He had no delegated to that
basis for doing so person as a “sacred
He is singularly trust”, for which
“The Lord”, the One there is ultimately
with sole ultimate & most certainly
authority over His accountability to

people Israel “The Lord” Himself



[image: image11.png]Arises to contend... stands to
judge... enters into judgment
* The verb sequence « In our own modern

in verses 13-14a courtrooms various
(arises, stands, people also rise at
enters) reflect the specific times with
actions of a judge significance as to
in Isaiah’s time who & when

Just as we have a judge or jury “enter into
judgment”, determining the facts & declaring

the consequences, God would do so with Judah



[image: image12.png]God is acting as the judge,
but are we ever to judge?

* “Do not judge so * God clearly has
that you will not be judged in the past,
judged.” - Matthew judges now, & will
7:1 (also Luke 6:37) judge people in

« «..forinthat which ~the future
you judge another, « But given these
you condemn New Testament
yourself...” verses, should we

— Romans 2:1 ever judge at all?



[image: image13.png]1 Corinthians 11:27-32,
in the context of the Lord’s Table

Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.
28 But a man must examine himself, and in so
doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and
drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge
the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among
you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.
31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would
not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we
are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not
be condemned along with the world.



[image: image14.png]Judge? How?

» Judge oneself first: What has God revealed?
What is consistent with the life of Christ living
in & through me? (Ephesians & Colossians)

« Judge another, the 1%t intent being to restore:
Judging another is not to be done without first
examining oneself, so that the judgment is
righteous (Galatians 6:1-5)

« Failing judgment of ourselves, God will judge:
But this is not the judgment God desires, but
is the discipline the Lord must carry out
because we haven't done the 1st two
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[image: image17.png]Isaiah 3:13-14a

The Lord arises to contend+, and stands to
judge the people. 14 The Lord enters into
judgment with the elders and princes of His
people,

+ from an earthly viewpoint, the Lord’s
judgment upon these people has been “a long
time coming”; but the Lord’s “slowness” is to
allow time, if possible, for people to recognize
the problem & the solution for themselves,
based on what God has already revealed,
thus averting the need for God's judgment



[image: image18.png]Our anger & the Ultimate Judge

¢ Since Adam sinned, ¢ There are times as

& he & Eve were humans when our
driven from the anger over injustice,
garden, there have even if clear & very
been injustices in pronounced, can
the world proceed to another
« There have been injustice by the flesh
those who knew * But God is the final

right from wrong & Judge, Who is totally
have done wrong objective & just



[image: image19.png]The people... the elders
& princes of His people
“The people” are * The Bible identifies

not some random, three primary groups
& insignificant whom God calls,
selection of people “My people”: Gentiles
They are “His (Zechariah 2:11),
peop|e": we will Israel (EXOdUS 310),
see the terms “His & the Church (1
people” & “My Corinthians 6:19,20;

people” throughout 7:23;1 Peter 2:9,10)
the book of Isaiah * Ephesians2:11-22



[image: image20.png]1 Chronicles 17:20-22

O Lord, there is none like You, nor is there
any God besides You, according to all that
we have heard with our ears. 21 And what
one nation in the earth is like Your people
Israel, whom God went to redeem for Himself
as a people, to make You a name by great
and terrible things, in driving out nations from
before Your people, whom You redeemed
out of Egypt? 22 For Your people Israel You
made Your own people forever, and You, O
Lord, became their God.



[image: image21.png]The people... the elders
& princes of His people

¢ As here in Isaiah, « In this passage we
the Lord often read about the people
communicates His being addressed in

message directly to general, then the

the individual people, elders & princes
even though there . There is no basis for
are those who have discounting the place
been given specific the Lord has for us

responsibilities ¢ Wherever that is, it
among the people really matters!



[image: image22.png]Even in the Church

¢ In the letters tothe  « Each believer's
churches, believers ministry in the

are all addressed church body counts
directly; these are (1 Corinthians 12:7-
not just written to 18; Ephesians 4.7)

elders & deacons « God desires that

to pass along, even each believer be
though elders & brought to spiritual

deacons are spoken  maturity (Colossians
of throughout them 1:28,29)



[image: image23.png]Philippians 1:1

Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ
Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who
are in Philippi, including the overseers and
deacons:

This is the closest that any of the apostles &
other authors of the New Testament letters
come to addressing the elders & deacons
directly in their letters, but they still do not do

so in such a way as to bypass the church or
place the elders & deacons on the top of a
“corporate ladder”; similar to Isaiah 3:13-14a
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[image: image25.png]The people... the elders
& princes of His people

 After addressing the
people in general,
the Lord, speaking
through Isaiah,
turns to Judah’s
leadership: they are
not held entirely
responsible, but
neither are they
totally excused

Any position of
leadership &
authority may be
accompanied by
privilege, but that
privilege is not an
excuse for abuse
or negligence

Failing that, God
will bring judgment



[image: image26.png]Leaders don’t own
the people they lead

¢ Even here in Isaiah, < Church elders are

as we noted, we will told that the flock is
continue to see the not theirs’ but God'’s:
people of Judah “... shepherd the
called “My people” church of God which
or “His people”, He purchased with
underscoring Who His own blood.” - Acts
is the One Who 20:28; “...shepherd
truly owns the the flock of God...”

people of Israel - 1 Peter 5:2
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So then each one of us will give an account of
himself to God.

Hebrews 13:17a

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for
they keep watch over your souls as those who
will give an account.

2 John 8

Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what
we have accomplished, but that you may
receive a full reward. (see Revelation 22:12)



[image: image28.png]Isaiah 3:14b-15

"It is you who have devoured the vineyard+;
the plunder of the poor is in your houses.

15 What do you mean by crushing My people
and grinding the face of the poor?" declares
the Lord God of hosts.

+ the vineyard: a vineyard is often a figure of
speech in the Old Testament for “the people of
Israel”: Isaiah 5:1,7; Psalm 80:8-18; Jeremiah
2:21; 12:10; Ezekiel 15:6-8 & Hosea 10:1; often
vineyards were cared for & harvested by others
for the owner or rented out (Matthew 21:33-41)



[image: image29.png]How goes the vineyard?

¢ Human beingsina + When they do,
position of trust can there can easily

easily lose sight of be problems with

the responsibility & neglect &/or short-

accountability they sighted abuse of

have to another the people or things
« That's the nature for which they

of the flesh (= the have been given

nature of human an accountable

beings in Adam) responsibility



[image: image30.png]Isaiah 3:14b-15

"It is you who have devoured the vineyard;
the plunder of the poor is in your houses+.

15 What do you mean by crushing My people
and grinding the face of the poor?" declares
the Lord God of hosts.

+ This is outrageous! The leaders of Judah
were taking unjustly from those who had little
to begin with, & taking that little amount that
the poor had for themselves! This is abusive,
self-centered corruption in the extreme! This
is not God'’s intent at any time (1 Peter 5:2)
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[image: image33.png]Isaiah 3:14b-15

"It is you who have devoured the vineyard;

the plunder of the poor is in your houses.

15 What do you mean+ by crushing My people
and grinding the face of the poor?" declares
the Lord God of hosts.

+ In modern vernacular, we might say
something like, “What were you thinking?”;
in truth there will not be a good answer to
God’s question — there can't be!



[image: image34.png]Isaiah 3:14b-15

"It is you who have devoured the vineyard;
the plunder of the poor is in your houses.
15 What do you mean by

crushing My people and

grinding the face of the poor?*
declares the Lord God of hosts.

+ Isaiah’s figures of speech are dramatic &
intense; & there will be no good answer for
this disgusting & gross abuse by Judah'’s
leadership; God says that the “the poor”
are His people, too, & God is not unaware



[image: image35.png]Deuteronomy 15:4-5

"However, there will be no poor among vou,
since the LORD will surely bless you in the

land which the LORD your God is giving you

as an inheritance to possess, 5 if only you listen
obediently to the voice of the LORD your God,
to observe carefully all this commandment
which | am commanding you today.”

+ that there were in fact poor said that the
people were not obedient — period! The leaders’
abuse of the poor was only further disobedience



[image: image36.png]Deuteronomy 15:7-8

"If there is a poor man with you, one of your
brothers, in any of your towns in your land
which the LORD your God is giving you, you
shall not harden your heart, nor close your
hand from your poor brother; 8 but you shall
freely open your hand to him, and shall
generously lend him sufficient for his need in
whatever he lacks.”

+ So how did the leaders respond? Instead
of helping the poor, they took advantage to rip
them off for their own selfish personal gain!



[image: image37.png]Isaiah 3:14b-15

"It is you who have devoured the vineyard;
the plunder of the poor is in your houses.

15 What do you mean by crushing My people
and grinding the face of the poor?" declares
the Lord God of hosts+.

+ This is God's message; He is the One
bringing the charges & asking the questions;
by His grace He would prefer that we humans
judge ourselves by the measures & principles
He has revealed to us, but when we do not,
His character ultimately brings total justice




[image: image38.png]“the Lord God of hosts”

Our culture, as
others, often allows
a drift into false

concepts of God:
“He doesn't exist”

“He exists, but He
doesn't care”

“He is like an old
chuckling grampa
with a soft morality:
‘Boys will be boys”™

“Lord God”: the two
words in Hebrew that
refer to His supreme
authority (Adonai), &
His personal name,
self-existence & His
eternality (Yahweh)

“of hosts” refers to
the great number of
beings He created,
who are at His call



[image: image39.png]The three places of justice

+ Justice does
ultimately come
about — always

* It may come about
in our own lives in
our own lifetime

* It may come about
when the Lord
judges us all at
the time to come

* By God'’s love &

grace, He has
provided for justice
to be dealt with on
the cross of Christ,
at His own expense

* That is the very best

justice for us to call
upon in our own
lives: life follows
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