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Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover,
came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom
Jesus had raised from the dead.
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John 12:1-Jesus ate & stayed at Bethany that evening
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From the day that Christ raised Lazarus

until Christ's own body would be in the grave
would be one week
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When He had said these things, He cried
out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth."
44 The man who had died came forth, bound
hand and foot with wrappings, and his face
was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus
said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."
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Christ was not just raised back to this life,

but to a new kind of life — New Creation life!
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So they made Him a supper there, and Martha
was serving; but Lazarus was one of those
reclining at the table with Him.
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Mary then took a pound of |very costly|perfume
of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus
and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house

was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

The perfume that
Mary used to anoint
Jesus’ feet was
actually about % of a

pound, made from the
nard plant & imported
from the mountains
of northern India.
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Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume
of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus
and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

For Mary to wipe Jesus’ feet with her hair
would have been against at least three cultural
norms: 1) a woman with men while eating,

2) washing or anointing of a rabbi's feet was

not something a male disciple could be asked
to do, & 3) a ‘decent’ woman was not to let
down her hair among any other men than her
husband. Mary was going against customs!
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Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume
of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus
and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

Why was it OK for Mary to do these things,
since it was against customs? Jesus was not
one to simply abide by customs just for the
sake of doing so. Also, Mary’s brother had

died four days before, & now he was alive
again — eating there at the table with Jesus!
What Jesus had done was way, way beyond
going against customs, but reversing nature!
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But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who
was intending to betray Him, said, 5 "Why was
this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii
and given to poor people?"”

Judas, whose subversive intent is revealed
in this verse, & whose covert motive is
revealed in the next verse, does not speak
up about any of the broken customs. Instead,

he speaks up so as to attempt to protect the
flow of funds into his pilfered money box.
The sum of money (‘300 denarii’) was about
a year's wages for a typical laborer.
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But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who
was intending to betray Him, said, 5 "Why was
this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii
and given to poor people?”

But the money for this nard
perfume, though quite substantial,
was not from Judas’ pilfered money
box, but quite likely from Mary's

own savings. Judas had no basis
for complaint, even if his motives
were pure — which, in retrospect &
by John's insight, they were not.
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Now he said this, not because he was concerned
about the poor, but because he was a thief, and
as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what
was put into it.

Within just a few
days, Judas would
reveal his motives by
betraying Christ to the

soldiers of the temple
guard, & for what?
Money! 30 pieces

of silver, to be exact.
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Therefore Jesus said, "Let her alone, so

that she may keep it for the day of My burial.
8 "For you always have the poor with you,
but you do not always have Me."

Deuteronomy 15:11a, “For the poor will never
cease to be in the land...”
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Therefore Jesus said, "Let her alone, so
that she may keep it for the day of My burial.
8 "For you always have the poor with you,
but you do not always have Me."

Judas could have continued on with his

falsely motivated exhortation, & pounced
on the offenses of Mary against customs,
but Jesus cuts him off with the first volley,

making it clear that the issue is neither
money nor the poor, but the worshiping
& honoring of Him. Christ is always the
priority issue, isn't He?
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The large crowd of the Jews then learned
that He was there; and they came, not for
Jesus' sake only, but that they might also
see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead.

At Passover time, the
population of the area

in & around Jerusalem

would roughly triple.

Residents in this area

would be expected to

entertain a great many

guests.
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The large crowd of the Jews then learned
that He was there; and they came, not for
Jesus' sake only, but that they might also
see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead.

Admittedly, even for a
person having genuine
faith in Christ, it would
be easy to understand

how seeing a man living,
who had been dead for
four days, would be just
fascinating!
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But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus
to death also; 11 because on account of him
many of the Jews were going away and were
believing in Jesus.

For a group who
were supposed to

be Israel’s holiest

men, the leaders

were amazingly

willing to violate

the Law of Moses

for selfish power!
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But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus
to death also; 11 because on account of him
many of the Jews were going away and were
believing in Jesus.

They were also
unbelievably

unbelieving!

Instead of seeing

the meaning of

the miracle, they'd

rather murder

the miracle!
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But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus
to death also; 11 because on account of him
many of the Jews were going away and were
believing in Jesus.

The things that Jesus said
& did brought many to a
point of belief. Would killing
Lazarus actually stop these

many from believing?
Would the killing of Jesus
Christ actually keep people
from believing in Him?
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Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; 31 but these

have been written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that

believing you may have life in His name.

The apostle John wrote with astounding
consistency. This verse is the last place in
the gospel of John where he wrote about

believing, having used the word (or some
variation of it) about 100 times! ‘Believe’ is
also the center of the John 1:1-18 chiasm.




[image: image23.png]How did the various parties &
individuals respond to Jesus Christ &
His resurrection of Lazarus?

« Lazarus, with others, + Mary worshipped

joined in fellowship Christ personally

with Christ & also sacrificially,
« Martha served our regardless of both

Lord & those who personal & social

were fellowshipping pressures
with Him




[image: image24.png]How did the various parties &
individuals respond to Jesus Christ &
His resurrection of Lazarus?

« Judas openly ¢ The crowd, though
opposed Mary'’s obviously drawn to
lavish worship of the most impressive
our Lord, concealing miracle of Lazarus’
his theft, his selfish resurrection back
motives, & intent to to this life, included
betray the Lord to among them those
the chief priests — who did come to
always for personal believe on Jesus

financial advantage Christ



[image: image25.png]How did the various parties &
individuals respond to Jesus Christ &
His resurrection of Lazarus?

e The chief priests e The chief priests
weren'timpressedby  were totally blind
Lazarus’ miraculous to the significance
resurrection, & were of the miracles
only angry & jealous  Christ performed

that Jesus was + They even sought
drawing followers to reverse a miracle
from themselves by killing Lazarus —
to belief in Him using only ‘natural’

means, of course!



[image: image26.png]People today can respond similarly
to who Christ is & what He has done

« This very day we
can also fellowship
with our Lord

* We can serve the
Lord by serving His
Body, the Church,
in the ways that He
has gifted each of
us through the
Holy Spirit

* We can worship
Christ even if that
means setting aside
cultural pressures or
the cost to ourselves
for doing so

* Each of us is called
to present ourselves
as a living sacrifice
(Romans 12:1,2)
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What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testify and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what
we have seen and heard we proclaim to you
also, so that you too may have fellowship

with us; and indeed our fellowship is with

the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 These things we write, so that our joy

may be made complete.
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Be hospitable to one another without
complaint. 10 As each one has received a
special gift, employ it in serving one another
as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as
one who is speaking the utterances of God;
whoever serves is to do so as one who is
serving by the strength which God supplies;
so that in all things God may be dlorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.



[image: image30.png]People today can respond similarly
to who Christ is & what He has done

* A person can look ¢ One can be drawn
at Christ & at those to Christ, along with
who believe & only many others, & even
ask themselves, be impressed by who
“What's initforme?”  Christ is & what He

« One can look at his has done, but in the

or her relationship end it comes down
to Christ & His Body,  to one’s own answer

& still only measure to this one question:
its value by money “Do | believe in HIM?”



[image: image31.png]What one must believe to be saved:
1 Corinthians 15:3-4

“For | delivered to you as of first
importance what | also received, that
Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures”
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Jailer at Philippi: “Sirs, what must | do to
be saved?"

Paul & Silas: “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved”




[image: image33.png]People today can respond similarly
to who Christ is & what He has done

* And, yes, one can * Those of that mindset

even be physically will think they can
among those who actually accomplish
look at who Christ something if they can
is & what He has negate, reverse, or
done, & see Christ set aside who Christ
as getting in the way is & what He's done,
of his or her own & place no value on
plans, programs, the new life Christ

& strategies has given to others



[image: image34.png]One way or another, everyone must
decide what to do with Jesus Christ

« It is possible, while  « But that conclusion
living on this planet, will forever be a very

for one to conclude serious mistake
that deciding what « We've read about
to do with Jesus some people who
Christ is just not miscalculated at
all that important Christ's 15t coming

And many more people will have miscalculated
the importance of what to do with Jesus Christ
from then until His 2" coming



[image: image35.png]What does God have in mind?

« Working our way * We saw that another
backward through woman recognized
this morning’s the value in serving
passage, we read the Lord & others
that there were » And we started out
many who came, the passage seeing
& saw, & believed that there were also

* We saw that one those who spent time
insightful woman in simple fellowship

worshipped Christ with the Savior



[image: image36.png]









Holly Hills Bible Church – Palm Sunday – April 1, 2007

John 12:1-11 - page 4 of 4


