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[image: image2.png]John wrote Revelation

« John wrote the book ¢ The part of the book
of Revelation in the of Revelation that

very last part of his we will focus on this

life, about 95 AD. morning will be the
» He was likely the beginning of the last

last living apostle time John will see

& the only one to the Lord before

die a natural death, going to see Him

the others all having ~ face to face for
died as martyrs. eternity.
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* So as John wrote
Revelation he had
a most unique time
perspective on the
life of Christ in His
15t coming, as an
eye witness to the
ministry, crucifixion,
resurrection & the
ascension of Christ.

 After about 65

years, John was
privileged to see
Jesus Christ as He
is now — not only as
the One who had
been resurrected

& ascended, but
also was seated

in the heavenlies.



[image: image4.png]Keep this in mind about Revelation

* Keep in mind that ¢ 70% of the book of

while the Greeks Revelation comes
would describe out of the books of
things by how they the Old Testament
looked, the Jews so that we are to
would describe be guided in our
things by what understanding by
they meant. all of God's word.

John often used “like” or “as” to make comparisons.



[image: image5.png]| was in the Spirit on the Lord's day

« John was in the ¢ “On the Lord’s day”
Spirit (literally: “I means that it was
became in Spirit”), Sunday.

which was a mode « John had several
of special revelation followers living in

from God (Ezekiel the same region, at
2:2;3:12, 14; Acts the same time, who
10:10-11; 11:5; expressed ‘Sunday’

22:17-18). the very same way.



[image: image6.png]a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet

e The phrase “loud ¢ Trumpets were not
voice” in the Old only naturally loud,
Testament: but in Israel they

+ Deuteronomy 5:22,  were blown by
“... the LORD the priests.
proclaimed in * So John, hearing
a loud voice ...". the sound of a

« Also Ezekiel 9:1 & trumpet, would
Daniel 4:14. think, “a priestly

sound”.



[image: image7.png]Wirite in a book what you see,
and send it to the seven churches

e The book was not a * The book was to
set of papers bound go to the seven

on one edge, buta churches of Asia
scroll. Minor — the very

« But even more ones that John had
importantly, the been spending
contents of what recent years with
John was about to & was concerned

write had a specific ~ about how they
target audience: were doing.



[image: image8.png]Seven golden lampstands

* Many picture this as

a seven branched

candelabra or

menora.

« But the word here

conveys rather a

lampstand on which

a lamp was placed,
in which case there

were seven of them.
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a son of man

+ Daniel 7:13, 14, “I
kept looking in the
night visions, and
behold, with the
clouds of heaven,
One like a Son of
Man was coming,
and He came up to
the Ancient of Days
and was presented
before Him.

* 14 And to Him
was given dominion,
glory and a kingdom,
that all the peoples,
nations and men of
every language
might serve Him.
His dominion is an
everlasting dominion
which will not pass
away; and His
kingdom is one
which will not be
destroyed.”



[image: image10.png]clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and
girded across His chest with a golden sash

 This description

pictures a Jewish

priest (Exodus 28,

39). Why is that

important?

* We have no earthly

temple building, but
Jesus Christ is our

heavenly high priest

(Hebrews 8:1,2).




[image: image11.png]His head and His hair were
white like white wool, like snow

¢ The hair like wool

or snow pictured the

wisdom that comes

with age (as seen in

Daniel 7:9,13, 22 &

Micah 5:2).

* The white color also
pictured moral &

spiritual purity (as

in Isaiah 1:18).
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e Christ’s eyes being

a flame of fire would

picture penetrating

judgment (as in

Romans 3:23, 4:2;

1 Corinthians 3:12-

14;).

« For a believer, this

is evaluation for
discipline or reward.




[image: image13.png]His feet were like burnished bronze,
when it has been made to glow in a furnace

» Feet of bronze

out of the furnace

would picture being

purified of sin (as in

Exodus 38:2-39).

* Bronze is heavy

& solid, picturing
God’s unchanging

character & total

faithfulness.




[image: image14.png]His voice was like
the sound of many waters

* Having a voice

like many waters

or rushing waters

would picture Him

as having great &
even overwhelming

power (as in Psalm
93:4; Ezekiel 43:2;

Revelation 14:2,

19:6).




[image: image15.png]In His right hand He held seven stars

« The right hand in

biblical cultures

pictured the hand of

authority, blessing &

honor & protection
(Genesis 48:13;

Exodus 15:6).
¢ For the seven stars,

find the meaning in

Revelation 1:20.




[image: image16.png]Why Revelation is ‘a piece of cake’ to interpret:
A prime example found in Revelation 1:20

"As for the mystery of the seven stars which
you saw in My right hand, and the seven
golden lampstands: the seven stars are the
angels [messengers] of the seven churches+,
and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches+.“

+ "Write in a book what you see, and send

it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to
Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and
to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."
— Revelation 1:11.



[image: image17.png]out of His mouth came
a sharp two-edged sword

* God, from Genesis

chapter 1, carried

out great acts of

power by speaking.

* A barbarian battle

sword (rhomphaia)

pictured judgment

(Isaiah 49:2; John
12:48, Revelation

1:16; 2:12,16).




[image: image18.png]Revelation 19:11-12, 14, 21

And | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness He judges and
wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and
on His head are many diadems; and He has a
name written on Him which no one knows
except Himself... 14 And the armies which are
in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean,
were following Him on white horses. 15 From
His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it
He may strike down the nations... 21 And the
rest were killed with the sword which came from
the mouth of Him who sat on the horse...




[image: image19.png]His face was like
the sun shining in its strength

 His face like the

sun shining in its

strength would

convey great &

incomparable glory

(as in Matthew

17:2; Acts 26:13).

¢ Glory is the radiant
essence of who

God is.
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| fell at His feet like a dead man

« Falling ‘as a dead

man’ & feeling quite

overwhelmed was a

common response,

even of saints, to

seeing God'’s glory,

even in an angel
(as in Ezekiel 1:28;

Daniel 8:18,10:8,

9,17,18.




[image: image21.png]He placed His right hand on me

* To place His hand

on the one receiving

a revelation was to

offer comfort & to

show reality, but to
do that with the right

hand also showed

favor, blessing &

honor (as in Daniel

8:18, 10:10).
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| am the first and the last

“Do not be afraid” * “| am the first & the
was a common last” was Christ's
opening for angels clear claim to deity,
& said along with since these were
touching was for God's own words
strengthening in Isaiah 41-48.
(Daniel 10:19) - These words also
“l am the first & the go along with His
last” (as in Isaiah being “the Alpha

41:4, 44:6, 48:12). & the Omega”.



[image: image23.png]and the living One; and | was dead,
and behold, | am alive forevermore

 This is our prime « Christ died for our
connection to what sins on purpose!
we celebrate today: .« His being raised

e Christ was not justa  from the dead was
sad victim of Jewish not only uplifting &

& Roman political inspirational!
tensions, norwas  « That Christ now
Christ in some way lives means that He

admirably sacrificial.  |ives in us & for us!



[image: image24.png]| have the keys
of death and of Hades

* Keys of death & * Heis our life now &
Hades (the place He does the living
of the dead): see (Galatians 2:20).
Revelation 20:13-14. . He lives to carry on

 Christ now has the His ministry with all
power over death, who believe.
which means: « He lives to take

¢ He is the singular us to be with Him
key to eternal life forever, & we shall

— knowing God. be like Him.
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