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These things His disciples did not understand
at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
they remembered that these things were
written of Him, and that they had done these
things to Him.

All four of the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke
& John) record that the Lord told the disciples
in advance, numerous times, that He was to
be killed, buried & raised on the third day.

As the above verse shows, as just a sample,
none of Jesus’ disciples understood what He
as saying — it was not just a matter of doubt!
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These things His disciples did not understand
at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
they remembered that these things were
written of Him, and that they had done these
things to Him.

While the church & even the culture will
make note of ‘Thomas the doubter’, the fact
is that every single one of the eleven, & all

the others with them, didn't have a clue what
Jesus had been telling them & had to be
brought first into comprehension of what
Jesus was telling them would take place.
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These things His disciples did not understand
at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
they remembered that these things were
written of Him, and that they had done these
things to Him.

Every single one of them had to be brought
from a total lack of comprehension of the
reality of Christ's death, burial & resurrection,

to a belief in the physical reality of each of
those events & an understanding of & belief
in what those monumental, eternally pivotal
events meant spiritually!
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Now on the first day
of the week Mary
Magdalene came
early to the tomb,
while it was still
dark, and saw the
stone already taken
away from the tomb.

The first day of the
week we would call

Sunday, & Mary
Magdalene was one
of a few women.
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Now on the first day
of the week Mary
Magdalene came
early to the tomb,
while it was still
dark, and saw the
stone already taken
away from the tomb.

The tomb was
opened so that all

those who didn’t yet
understand would
see for themselves!




[image: image6.png]John 20:2

So she ran and
came to Simon
Peter and to the
other disciple whom
Jesus loved, and
said to them, "They
have taken away
the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do
not know where
they have laid Him."



[image: image7.png]An observation
& a cultural insight

* Mary Magdalene ¢ The Law of Moses
did not immediately required that any
conclude that Jesus important fact be
had been physically confirmed by two
resurrected. or three witnesses

« She assumed that (Deut. 19:15).
His body had been  « But the rabbis had

moved & she just excluded women as
didn’t known where. viable witnesses!
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So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and
they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were
running together; and the other disciple ran
ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb
first; 5 and stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in.

John typically called himself either ‘the other
disciple’ or the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved'.
So Peter & John both ran to the empty tomb,

with John arriving first, but waiting at the
entrance, while Peter rushed in! The tomb
was open, empty & only wrappings remained!
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And so Simon Peter also came, following him,
and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which
had been on His head, not lying with the linen
wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So
the other disciple who had first come to the tomb
then also entered, and he saw and believed. 9
For as yet they did not understand the Scripture,
that He must rise again from the dead.

Now both Peter & John were in the tomb

& saw the same thing at the same time.

What they found was separate head &
body wrappings without any body inside!




[image: image11.png]John 20:10-14

So the disciples went away again to their

own homes. 11 But Mary was standing outside
the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she
stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she
saw two angels in white sitting, one at the
head and one at the feet, where the body of
Jesus had been lying. 13 And they said to her,
"Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to
them, "Because they have taken away my
Lord, and | do not know where they have laid
Him." 14 When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, and

did not know that it was Jesus.
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Jesus said to her, "WWoman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing
Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, "Sir,

if you have carried Him away, tell me where
you have laid Him, and | will take Him away."
16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said
to Him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (which means,
Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, "Stop clinging to
Me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father; but
go to My brethren and say to them, 'l ascend to
My Father and your Father, and My God and
your God." 18 Mary Magdalene came,
announcing to the disciples, "l have seen the
Lord," and that He had said these things to her.
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So when it was evening on that day, the first
day of the week, and when the doors were shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in their midst and said
to them, "Peace be with you." 20 And when

He had said this, He showed them both His
hands and His side. The disciples then

rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

The disciples — ten of them, as we will see —
were only a few days past the crucifixion, & it

had been only hours since Peter & John had
seen the empty tomb, after the womens’
report that the tomb was empty.
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So when it was evening on that day, the first
day of the week, and when the doors were shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in their midst and said
to them, "Peace be with you." 20 And when

He had said this, He showed them both His
hands and His side. The disciples then

rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

The doors were shut, & with the implication
from “for fear of the Jews’ that they may have

been locked (usually by a bar across them)
as well. Christ wasn't stopped by closed doors.
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So when it was evening on that day, the first
day of the week, and when the doors were shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in their midst and said
to them, "Peace be with you." 20 And when
He had said this, He showed them both His
hands and His side. The disciples then

rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

He gave them a typical Jewish greeting, but
it likely had far more significance for them in
this case, because they were closed in “for
fear of the Jews”. Christ then showed the ten
disciples there the marks of His crucifixion!
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But Thomas, one of the twelve, called
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples were saying
to him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said
to them, "Unless | see in His hands the imprint
of the nails, and put my finger into the place of
the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will
not believe."

Now Thomas was not even going to accept
the Jewish standard of testimony: two or three

witnesses. He had to personally witness the
marks of Christ’s crucifixion in order to believe.
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After eight days His disciples were again
inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came,
the doors having been shut, and stood in their
midst and said, "Peace be with you." 27 Then
He said to Thomas, "Reach here with your
finger, and see My hands; and reach here
your hand and put it into My side; and do not
be unbelieving, but believing." 28 Thomas
answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my
God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Because you
have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed
are they who did not see, and yet believed.”



[image: image20.png]The Gospel & witnesses to Christ after His
resurrection, as given in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8

For | delivered to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that

He was buried, and that He was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that
He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

6 After that He appeared to more than five
hundred brethren at one time, most of whom
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;
7 then He appeared to James, then to all the
apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely
born, He appeared to me also.
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resurrection, as given in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8

For | delivered to you as of first importance
what | also received, that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that

He was buried, and that He was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that
He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

6 After that He appeared to more than five
hundred brethren at one time, most of whom
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;
7 then He appeared to James, then to all the
apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely
born, He appeared to me also.
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Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; 31 but these
have been written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name.

These two uses of the word ‘may’ (in the KJV:
‘might’) are not to communicate probabilities.
They do not mean, “Maybe you will & maybe

you won't”. Instead they communicate God'’s
provision for something to actually happen
in real life, & in real time, in the real world!
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Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; 31 but these
have been written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name.

The Greek verb behind “you may have life”
is in the present tense, which has two very
critical consequences for us this morning &

every morning: 1) the life that comes from
God through our believing is not just a future
prospect, & 2) the verb is eché: a possession!
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Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; 31 but these
have been written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name.

So what do these (underlined) words convey?
They convey that the person who believes
does so with the outcome that he or she

will be having in the present, as a personal
possession, life in all of Who Christ is!
This is in no way just a promise for the future.
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Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2
Set your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

Like John, Paul said that for those who believe,
Christ is our life (in the present tense). Paul

also wrote here about the future we have with
Christ, but Christ is our life now - presently.
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