[image: image1.png]Matthew & Luke are the gospels
that give us details about Christ’s birth

* Matthew tells us ¢ Matthew & Luke

about the magi. bo@h provide thei_r
+ Luke tells us about unique & compatible
the shepherds. accounts in the first
B two chapters, & both
A memory.ald. . start the 3™ chapter
+ Matthew 2: magi with the ministry of

* Luke 2 lambs John the baptist.

A Lambs remind us of shepherds.



[image: image2.png]Dr. Luke focuses on the birth of
John the baptist in Luke chapter 1

e Dr. Luke's gospel
is the only one to
focus on the birth
of John the baptist.

 Elizabeth, Mary's
relative, is given to
finally bear a son
in her old age, who
is six months older
than Christ.

Dr. Luke begins
his unique pattern
of reporting the
miraculous birth,
healing, or raising
to life of an only
son or daughter:

Luke 4:24 (see
1 Kings 17:8-24);
7:12; 8:42; 9:38.
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Let's see what Dr. Luke
has to say about the shepherds

* In the 1%t seven * Augustus, the
verses of Luke 2, Roman Emperor
Dr. Luke gives us doesn't care about
the big historical inconvenience or
context for Jesus’ hardship, nor any
birth: special conditions.

* A mandatory « Everyone must go
Roman census, to the place of their
ordered by the family ancestral

Emperor himself. home to register.
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To Bethlehem they go!

* Joseph & Mary, « Joseph’s lineage
by either one’s from David is in
lineage, were both Matthew 1:1-17, &
descended from Mary's lineage from

David, so they were David is in Luke
both going to go to 3:23-38 - all four of

Bethlehem, even the gospels, Acts,
though Mary’s time Romans, 2 Timothy
to deliver her baby & Revelation all

was imminent! agree on that.
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Dr. Luke is very specific

« Joseph, who was * So Joseph went up
legally engaged to from Galilee (~700’
Mary, took her with below sea level) to
him to Bethlehem, Bethlehem (~2500’
the city of David, above sea level),

which is right where which was in Judea,
Micah 5:2 said that about 4 to 5 days
the Messiah was journey, likely going
to be born, seven down the Jordan
centuries before. Valley first.



[image: image6.png]Luke 2:1-7

While in Bethlehem...

« While in Bethlehem, < The newborn Jesus
Mary gave birth to was wrapped in

her firstborn son, tight bands of cloth,
Jesus (Hebrew: as was the custom
‘Yeshua', which for a new born
means ‘savior’: baby, & they laid
Matthew 1:21). him in a manger.

There are many other insights & details
surrounding & involving this birth that will
be presented at the two Christmas services.
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Same old — same old... almost

* Shepherds would
keep their watch
over the flocks as
they had for many
centuries, & as
David himself had
done before he
was anointed king
(Genesis 35:19; 1

Samuel 16:11-13).

* Shepherds spent
lots of time with the
sheep: protecting,
guiding, leading,
seeking pastures &
waters, selecting
paths, correcting
the path of some,
rescuing, mending
wounds & illnesses.
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Lambs can be cute, but the
shepherds... not so much!

* So far as most of * So their social skills
the folks in town & social appeal to
were concerned, most people were
the shepherds ...hot so appealing.
spent wearara-ay * Most folks did not
too much time hold shepherds in
with the sheep. very high esteem.

But there may have been something about
these shepherds that was very special...
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Bethlehem was close to Jerusalem

¢ Since Bethlehem « If so, the birth of

was close to the God'’s once & final
Jerusalem temple, Lamb in the town
it is likely that these nearby would be
shepherds raised huge, momentous
lambs for use in the news to them all
temple ceremonies — fulfilling what the
& animal sacrifices. sacrifices pictured.

No other generation of shepherds had
heard an announcement quite like this one!
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An angel of the Lord appeared

* As with most angels + These shepherds

in Scripture, we were not scared
don’t know this easily — they had
angel's name. seen many fierce
« But as with most predators in their
appearances of day, & fully armed
an angel, this is Roman soldiers
going to scare the riding by from
daylights out of Jerusalem &

these shepherds! from Herodium.
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The birth had just taken place

¢ The shepherds
were told in such a
way that it was clear
that they were to
search for the child.

« But they were not
told to look for him
at ‘the inn’, but to
look for ‘the newest
kid in town’...

who would be
wrapped tightly in
cloths, & particularly,
lying in a manger.
With ~800 homes &
~3000 inhabitants,
plus many out of
town guests, this
was going to be

a real challenge.



[image: image12.png]Luke 2:8-14
“...there appeared with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host...”

* And all these great  « Though the angels

many angels were are often pictured &
saying, “GlorytoGod  sung about as if

in the highest, and they were singing,
on earth peace all that it says is that
among men with the angels, in most
whom He is impressive number,
pleased.” were ‘saying’...

The shepherds seem to have said nothing
until the angels went back to heaven.
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Let's go straight!

* As soon as the
angels had left, the
shepherds went to
Bethlehem, with
obvious excitement,
& Dr. Luke's
account does not
seem to mention
the reaction from
the folks in town.

But what is clear is

that the shepherds
did find the newborn
infant Jesus, & His
mother Mary & His
father Joseph.

As others heard
what the shepherds

had been told, they
wondered.
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“But Mary treasured all these things, pondering
them in her heart.”

Luke 2:33-35

And His father and mother were amazed at

the things which were being said about Him.
34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary
His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for
the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign
to be opposed-- 35 and a sword will pierce even
your own soul-- to the end that thoughts from
many hearts may be revealed."
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And He went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and He continued in subjection to
them; and His mother treasured all these
things in her heart.
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Every priest stands daily ministering and
offering time after time the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins; 12 but He,
having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time,
sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting
from that time onward until His enemies be
made a footstool for His feet. 14 For by one
offering He has perfected for all time those
who are sanctified.

“Perfected for all time” is emphatic: Christ’s
perfecting of our position is a done deal &
irreversible. Nonetheless, we are still in the
process of being sanctified — made holy.
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