[image: image1.png]Colossians 2:10-14, 20; 3:1

Therefore!

» Paul, the apostle, » So Paul, in writing
would often write to the believers in
with terms that the city of Colossae,
were from logic, wanted them to
& intended for draw some critical
others to think conclusions from
with him, such what he had written
as, ‘therefore’, before what he
‘because’, ‘since’, wrote in Colossians

iff, & ‘then’. 3:1-4.
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If..., then...

* As a part of the
logic that Paul
intended, he
sometimes wrote
‘i, not to cause us
to doubt what he
wrote, but to invite
us to think things
through, right
along with him.

» That is exactly

the case in this
particular passage,
where he had just
written about the
death, burial &
resurrection of
Christ, & a few
logical conclusions
regarding this life.

The ‘if here means,
‘if, & it is assumed
to be true’, to follow
Paul’s logic.
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You have been raised up with Christ

» Paul had already » And the meaning
written that the built into being
believers in raised up with
Colossae had Christ from the
indeed been dead included
raised up with that Christ was
Christ & had resurrected from
been made alive the dead, & was
together with Him. ascended & seated.

You were with Christ, in His death,
burial, resurrection, ascension & seating.
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The Christ = The Messiah

* Paul at times wrote
of Christ, in which
he intended to refer
to Christ, meaning
‘Jesus Christ, the
Nazarene’, in which
Paul meant Christ’s
personal identity in
all of what Scripture
reveals of Him.

But at times Paul
wrote with the
definite article,
as in ‘the Christ’:
‘the Messiah, the
anointed One’.

Four times in
this passage it is,
‘the Messiah, the
anointed One’.
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Keep seeking the things above

» The keep seeking » But what Paul is

part conveys, ‘you telling us is that
must be continuing as aresult of our
to seek’. having been

e ‘the thmgs above’ identified with
would be most Christ, we are
literally ‘those to seek ‘those
above’, so it is above’, & we're
not really saying going to find that

to seek objects. those are personal.
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Where Christ is, seated

« We in the church, ¢ Psalm 110:1 is
the body of Christ, the Old Testament

have been raised, passage most often
ascended, & seated quoted or alluded
with the Messiah, to in the New

who was told of Testament.

long ago as seated .« There the Messiah
at the right hand of is seated at the right
God, the Father. hand of the Father.

That’s where, & in whom, we who are in
the body of Christ are called to seek those above.




[image: image7.png]Psalm 110:1-3 (see also Acts 2:34; 5:31)

The Lord says to my Lord:
"Sit at My right hand

Until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet."

2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter
from Zion, saying,

"Rule in the midst of Your enemies."

3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of
Your power;

In holy array, from the womb of the dawn,
Your youth are to You as the dew.
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The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind,
"You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek."

5 The Lord is at Your right hand,;

He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath.

6 He will judge among the nations,

He will fill them with corpses,

He will shatter the chief men over a broad
country.

7 He will drink from the brook by the wayside;
Therefore He will lift up His head.
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Set your mind

« In the book of < This word, in this
Philippians, Paul verse, means to
used this Greek deliberately have
word & related a mindset about
words in every ‘those above’ &
chapter, & usually not to have a
multiple times per mindset about
chapter. ‘those on earth’.

So believers are not to just go with the flow &
to passively take in what the world ‘dishes out’.
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Those above

* In Ephesians, * In Philippians we
God the Father are told that we
has blessed us have a heavenly
with every spiritual citizenship in
blessing in the 1:27: 3:20 & 4:2-3.
heavenlies « And in Colossians,
in Christ. we are told that our

« And, we are seated mind is to be set on
with the Christ in those above, where

the heavenlies! Christ is seated!
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Those on earth

* Those on earth * Those on earth are
includes a viewpoint  what Paul describes
devoid of all of the in various places,
insights of those such as Ephesians
books & passages 2:1-3, & much of
we just saw. Colossians.

‘Those on earth’ include what Paul cautions the
believers in Colossae about, including legalism,
worldliness, & the whole spectrum of ‘fake
spirituality’ currently being sold ‘en mass’,
even through Christian bookstores & colleges.
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You have died
¢ The death we died « And God did it all —

with Christ was the all we did was to
best death that believe, & God
could possibly took it from there,
come about. from eternity past!

"| have been crucified with Christ; and
it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me." Galatians 2:20-21
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Hidden with Christ in God

» Our having been * Your life is not
hidden with Christ where the world
in God is in the can see it.
perfect tense: « Your life is not

* It has already been just in a safe place.
done completely, « Your spiritual life
that’s how it is now, is persona”y with

& how it will always Christ, who is in
be, permanently. God the Father.
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We’re going to be really puzzling!

* The world is very * In that respect the

strongly inclined major religions &
to see life as here worldviews are all
& what we make focused on what
it here. we do here & now.

Though others may well be puzzled, or scoff,
or even be militant about their blindness, that’s
not what we are called to as believers in Christ!
This ‘secret’ is even the best kept secret in all of

Christendom! Even other Christians are ignorant!
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Christ, who is our life
« If Christ had not * We, having all been

been given life, united with Christ in
you would not His death, burial,
have been resurrection, ascen-
given life, sion & seating, have
either. Christ as our life.

There is no alternate spirituality, nor alternative
to biblical spirituality that will be real life. The
introduction of sin into the world through Adam
made sure of that. But since we were joined &

united & identified with Christ in His resurrection,
then Christ is our life, & God made sure of that!




[image: image18.png]Colossians 3:4

Revealed

» As opposed tothat + This revelation of
which is hidden, Christ, & us with
most importantly & Him, is not the
centrally being that second coming
our life is hidden of Christ, but is
with Christ in God, what is called the
there will come a rapture, when Christ
time when Christ will come for us, to
is to be revealed, take us to heaven

& us with Him. (John 14:1-3).
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In glory
» Christ's revelation, * ‘Glory’is the

& our revelation radiant essence
with Him, are to of who God is, &
be ‘in glory’, that is, where God now is
where He was taken  in the heavenlies,
to & His riches are & we, spiritually
now —in glory speaking, are
(Philippians 4:19; 1 there with Him in
Timothy 3:16). the heavenlies.

We will be revealed in glory, in the heavenlies!
We will be revealed with Him, in the heavenlies!




[image: image20.png]Titus 2:11-14 the rapture:
The appearing of the glory

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself
for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,
and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
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Therefore, based on what has been written
before, if you have been raised up with

the Messiah, and that is assumed to be true
for the sake of following the logic, then you
must keep on seeking those above, where
the Messiah is, seated at the right hand of
the God, that is, the Father. 2 You must set
your mind on those above, not on those on
earth. 3 For you have died and the life of you
is hidden with the Messiah in the God. 4 When
the Messiah, who is the life of us, is revealed,
then you also will be revealed with Him in

glory.
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What to do: Faith in the facts

* There is more * No, we begin by
revealed in this understanding what
passage than we is said & putting our
can see, or do faith in those reveal-
anything with. ed spiritual facts of

« Sois there no God’s word.
application for » The starting point is
those parts of not what we do, but
the passage? what God already

has done &is doing.
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What to do: seeking, set our thinking

» But there is an * The seeking of
intended response those above, there
on the part of the in the heavenlies,
believer in Christ, goes along with
& that intended our thinking, our
response is to mindset, which is
seek those above, to consider & value
with Christ & in & take our frame of

God the Father. reference ‘in glory’.
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Was ‘Easter’ Borrowed                        from a Pagan Holiday?: 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/2009/april/was-easter-borrowed-from-pagan-holiday.html" ��http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/2009/april/was-easter-borrowed-from-pagan-holiday.html�    





or





� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/mg9l5jj" ��https://tinyurl.com/mg9l5jj�




















Holly Hills Bible Church – Resurrection Sunday – April 16, 2017 
Set your mind on things above - Colossians 3:1-4 – page 2 of 3

