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Great Doctrines Relating To Salvation -- Identification History

Compiled from  http://withchrist.org/MJS/menus.htm

Purpose:

1. It is our intention to share the scriptural basis for a more personal and intimate fellowship with God our Father through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. Although built upon the birth truths, it is by means of the identification truths, the growth truths, that this communion is developed and established.

Birth’s Limitations:

1. Thank God for Martin Luther (1483-1546), the obscure monk that He laid His hand on nearly 500 years ago. It was through brother Martin that our Father brought to light again the life-giving truth of justification by faith. “As it is written, the just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17)

3. “In the reformation there was, through grace, a great deliverance. The ground-work of Christianity was recovered; namely, justification by faith.” J.B. Stoney

4. What are the Birth truths? What are the Great Doctrines relating to Salvation?

a. There can be no growth unto maturity without an established foundation.

i. Born anew in Christ: “Born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever” 
(I Pet 1:23)

ii. Accepted in Christ (our Father is able to accept us fully in His Son): “To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Eph 1:6)

iii. Eternally secured in Christ: “Your life is hid with Christ in God” (Col 3:3)

iv. Positioned in Christ: “God ... hath quickened [enlifed] us together with Christ ... and hath raised us up together, and made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:5-6)

Identification Introduction -- It was 350 years after the truths of substitution and new birth were reaffirmed that God restored the truths of identification and growth. Foundational and far-reaching as the Reformation was, it proved to be but the groundwork for the vast array of growth and related truths that God made available through another unknown, one John Nelson Darby (1800-1882).

Two years after his ordination, Darby resigned his curacy in the liberal Irish Anglican Church as a result of spiritual conviction. He knew better than to try to reform the church, and instead set out to make all things new--"New Testament." Listed below are some of the vital doctrines that have been formulated and/or clarified by Darby.

Growth and Related Truths

1. Our full assurance of salvation

2. Our complete acceptance by the Father in His beloved Son

3. The Church as the Body of Christ

4. The absolute distinction between Israel and the Church, and therefore between law and grace
5. The basic dispensations in the Word;

6. The pre-tribulational. pre-millennial Rapture of the Church

7. Much light on prophecy
8. Our identification with the Lord Jesus in His death unto sin, His burial, resurrection and ascension

9. Our deliverance from the reign of sin and the old man via Romans Six

10. Our freedom from the principle of law, via Romans Seven

11. Our position in the Lord Jesus at the Father's right hand

12. God's purpose to conform us to the image of His Son

Darby’s Exclusive Plymouth Brethren Movement -- Edifying as this tremendous range of truth has been to us, we are nevertheless faced with one questionable aspect of Darby's ministry: the assembly movement known as the Exclusive Plymouth Brethren.

This movement enjoyed a brief golden era from 1830-1845. It then began to fragment and decline mainly due to the over-emphasized doctrine of exclusive assemblyism, and friction among themselves in the vain effort to enforce and maintain that doctrine. Today the Exclusive element of the movement is all but extinct as it slowly excludes itself out of existence.

Keswick’s Characteristics -- It was over one hundred years ago (1875) that God raised up the Keswick Convention in Keswick England, and through that channel began to spread the identification truths beyond the limits of the Brethren assemblies.

Although the vast majority of Christians were not ready (it is ever so) for the "Keswick message," thousands of hungry-hearted believers have been brought into spiritual growth by means of these venerable "deeper life" summer conferences. In the midst of its fruitfulness, however, Keswick (the "w" is silent) has suffered from two debilitating weaknesses--one chronic, the other progressive.

Chronic -- From the outset Keswick's method of an annual week of concentrated teaching of the identification truths has confounded many inadequately prepared believers. Too much too soon. Their consequent seeking to reckon upon that which is insufficiently understood has been a cause of much personal failure and disillusionment.

Progressive -- Although in the early years Keswick maintained a high-quality speaker level in the presentation of the growth truths, it was inevitable that time would eventuate in a platform breakdown. The key to identification and growth--the Cross for the old man--has been all but bypassed as otherwise fine but unqualified-for-growth speakers have been given access to the Keswick podium.

It is only natural that the trends of England's Keswick, the mother of them all, are reflected and magnified in similar conferences elsewhere. There is too great a demand upon the inadequate supply of speakers who know the message of identification. This problem has been compounded by the fact that many of those who do know the growth truths fail to understand how to share them. It is all too often a matter of pressure-presentation to poorly prepared hearts.

Centennial Casualty -- The English Keswick Convention celebrated its Centennial in the summer of 1975, with some fifteen to twenty thousand in attendance by the end of the week. As an example of what the movement has come to, we find one hundred years of identification truth ministry climaxed by a program featuring a Covenant theologian (Stott) presenting the law as the rule of life for the believer, and an evangelist (Graham) preaching Gospel messages! Sigh.

Early American Conferences -- Keswick's identification message was introduced in America shortly after the Convention's 1875 inception in England. For nearly fifty years, until about 1925, the ground was being prepared by the "Victorious Life Testimony" summer conferences. These were held annually in such conference centers as Cedar Lake (Indiana), Northfield (Massachusetts), Stony Brook (New York), and the now permanently established "America's Keswick" in New Jersey. The latter has been active for nearly seventy-five years.

Early Conference Speakers -- There were a number of outstanding "deeper life speakers who manned these conferences, some of the better known being L.L. Legters, Griffith Thomas, Charles Trumbull, and Gordon Watt. These men were writers as well, and their books (some of which are still in print) have effectively ministered to many.

Although most of the conference speakers were pastors who had awakened to the identification truths, the American church remained skeptical of the "deeper life" message and considered it extreme, if not actual error--and this is still the case. The message of the Cross is never popular, and the believer must be prepared of the Spirit before the identification truths are either desired or understood.

America’s Need -- There would have been no need for the Keswick Conferences to exist if the doctrinally sound churches had provided adequate food for spiritual growth. At best their set pattern has been evangelism for the lost, and "revivalism" for the saved.

American Christians have been subjected to a deadly routine of annual (if not semi-annual) "revival" meetings for the past 100 years or more. All the up-and-downism, the frustration and failure, have resulted in just one beneficial thing. The constant repetition of futility and spiritual vacuity has generated such a need and heart-hunger for reality and maturity that it has prepared vast numbers for the growth truths. Enter Keswick!

Ascension & Declension of American Keswicks -- After the "Victorious Life" conferences faded in the early 1920's, having prepared the ground well, it was not until the early 1950's that Keswick Conferences began to flourish in many parts of the United States. Their tremendous ministry during the ensuing 25 years has filled the need of a great many on-going believers.

A few of the foreign speakers of that era ('50's and '60's) were George Duncan and Ian Thomas of England, Harold Wildish of Jamaica, and L.E. Maxwell of Canada. Others, who pastored churches or led schools in this country, were Alan Redpath, Stephen Olford, George Mundell, William Culbertson, and Allan Fleece.

The later '70's would seem to presage the decline, if not the actual demise, of the overall Keswick Conference effectiveness. This is mainly due to the lack of qualified speakers, and the loss of the Cross in the message. Some of the conferences continue, but as to spiritual content and Cross-centered ministry of the identification truths for spiritual growth, they are a far cry from the former days. Nevertheless, by the grace of God the purpose of the Keswick movement has been well served with incalculable spiritual benefit to Christian lives worldwide.

Keswick-type Identification Literature -- Even as the American Keswick movement came into its own in the 1950's and started to peak in the 1960's, certain literature began to supplement the spoken message of identification. Evan Hopkins' The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life, long regarded as English Keswick's "textbook" became available here in the States. About the same time Maxwell's Born Crucified and Huegel's Bone of His Bone were introduced in this country. In 1960 Watchman Nee's The Normal Christian Life was translated into English and released here.

These key writings on identification had, and still have, a tremendous influence on the many awakened believers in the States. This spate of books was the vanguard of what was to all but replace the faltering conference voice.

Brethren Identification Literature -- These books also gave birth to a widespread demand for literature that had been more or less in limbo for 100 years--the original Exclusive Brethren writings of Darby and his literary lieutenants mentioned earlier. Herein God had His replacement ready long before He instituted the conference ministry.

During recent years a half-dozen Plymouth Brethren publishers in this country have released scores of titles from the early Brethren writers. This stream has been swelled by the writings of a number of other authors of the past and present, all directly or indirectly drawing from the identical source: John Nelson Darby. Read any of the twenty-five foremost deeper life writers in print today, and you are reading "J.N.D."

Hence we have had the identification truths spreading, to a greater extent than ever, chiefly through books. Study groups in homes and churches, as well as individuals, are using textbooks and cassette tapes to share the growth truths with hungry hearts. And now the World Wide Web!

Facts to Reckon upon - During the past quarter century the Lord has been awakening American believers, causing them to become aware of their need for spiritual growth and maturity. They have come to realize the struggle of Romans Seven, and this failure has given rise to a heart-hunger for the life that is Christ.

By means of deeper life conferences and growth literature these struggling Christians have discovered that they need not try to conquer or change the "old man," but that it can be freely exchanged for the "new man," the "not I, but Christ" life. They have found that spiritual growth is not a matter of their work. but a rest of faith in the finished work of the Cross-a reckoning upon that which God has already accomplished in Christ on their behalf.

The Father has shown them in His Word that His purpose for them is to be conformed to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29), and that this is a matter of spiritual growth (2 Pet 3:18). The "how" of this growth is not that of struggle but of counting on their crucifixion with Christ, beholding in the Word the Lord Jesus as their life and walking in dependence upon the Holy Spirit (Rom. 6:6; 2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 5:16).

Great Doctrines Relating to Salvation
 Holly Hills Bible Church
12/5/2010


