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[image: image1.png]This is one dramatic passage!

* So far in Genesis
we've seen a very
impressive creation,
men behaving badly,
a watery ‘natural’
disaster, & a high
speed chase scene.

« But this chapter has
historic nonfiction as
pure classic drama!

¢ This one has God,
an impatient man,
domestic strife &
jealousy resulting
in a clash between
two women from
different cultures,
& even a baby who
will impact the world
for millennia! Wow!



[image: image2.png]The key players: Abraham

« This entire drama « Even though

took place because
Abraham was most
desperate for a
male heir.

The pressures of
culture dictated that
our leading man
Abraham must do..
“Whatever it takes"‘

God had promised
Abraham an heir,
the patience of
everyone in the
‘tenthold’ was just
running thin, & the
weight of obligation
called for desperate
measures...
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[image: image4.png]The key players: Sarai (aka Sarah)

* Well aware of the
cultural pressure
upon her man, &
painfully aware that
she had not born
a male heir to him,
Sarai (aka Sarah)
drew upon her own
human resources to
get the job done.

e Though not her first
choice, she would
be approved by the
culture of her family
for being so prudent
& resourceful.

¢ Though her man
would comply, & the
culture approve, her
heart would not...



[image: image5.png]The key players: Hagar

« Likely an acquisition e« Hagar, by no plan

during Abraham’s of her own, became

misadventure in both the hope & the

Egypt, Hagar was hated one, because

caught in the jaws her body could do

of a dilemma of what Sarai's could

biblical proportions. not, at least in terms
« As Sarai's personal  of human timing.

servant,Hagar could « But God Himself
either comply or die.  would intervene...



[image: image6.png]The key players: Ishmael

* Ishmael would
be both the once-
hoped-for outcome
& the offspring of a
despised woman.

¢ Though he would
be born into this
momentous drama,
he would come to
have global impact.



[image: image7.png]“...the Lord has prevented
me from bearing children...”

« Do you see Sarai's
perspective in this
passage? It is not
one of faith in God's
promises.

* There is no mention
of God eventually
allowing or causing
her to bear a child,
in His own time.

Sarai instead
presents God as
standing in the way
of progress —it's
God'’s fault.

God is just not
following through
on His promise, so
we've got to handle
things our own way.



[image: image8.png]A Genesis 3 to Genesis 16 comparison

Genesis chapter 3

Genesis chapter 16

Eve had spoken to her
husband, Adam (3:2)

Sarai spoke to her
husband, Abram (16:2a)

Adam listened to the
voice of his wife (3:17)

Abram listened to the
voice of his wife (16:2b)

Eve took the fruit (3:6a)

Saraitook Hagar(16:3a)

Eve gave the fruit to
her husband (3:6b)

Sarai gave Hagar to
her husband (16:3b)




[image: image9.png]Everything in this account
was according to the culture

« Documents from
the Hurrian culture
in the area of Haran
(but not Canaan)
describe priorities
& laws that fit with
everything in this
account in Genesis
chapter 16:

A man shall have
an heir & his wife
shall provide him
with children.

The barren wife
must take the
initiative to find &
offer a surrogate
‘wife’ to bear him
children.



[image: image10.png]A Genesis 3 to Genesis 16 comparison

Genesis chapter 3

Genesis chapter 16

Adam complies with
the offer passively &
without a word (3:6¢)

Abram complies with
the offer passively &
without a word (3:4a)

There are other parts of this passage that
roughly parallel Genesis 3, such as the Lord
asking Hagar “Where are you...?”, but the

comparison does not appear to be intended

to be taken point for point in parallel.




[image: image11.png]A class & conception clash

« Sarai had been of a « Hagar's ability to

social class above conceive suddenly
Hagar, & Hagar placed barren Sarai
seemed to respect at a level below her.
that until Hagar + Sarai sensed this
conceived, when from Hagar & did
Sarai could not. not like it.

Sarai had done everything according to
the culture, but she didn't like the outcome.



[image: image12.png]So Sarai said to Abraham...

Sarai brought the ¢ And then...“May the

respect reversal Lord judge between
problem directly you and me.”

to Abraham as a * But as we will see
moral & spiritual very shortly, things
offense he had had only just begun
done to her: to get really, really,

“May the wrong done  complicated for
me be upon you.” them - & for us!



[image: image13.png]Abraham didn'’t like being at fault...

* Abraham didn't like
being held at fault
& essentially would
not take the blame,
nor would he take
any action to
resolve the
problem.

* He essentially told

Sarai to deal with it.

 Sarai did just what

Abraham said, &
treated her servant
Hagar harshly, to
the degree that
Hagar, even though
she was carrying
Abraham'’s child
within her, fled
from Sarai.



[image: image14.png]The Lord intervenes

* When Hagar flees * So we take it that
from Sarai the angel  the preincarnate
of the Lord comes Son of God (Christ)

to her, as she is appeared to Hagar
near a spring. & began by calling

- Now, ‘the angel of her by name & then
the Lord' is not the asked two questions:
same as ‘an angel * Where did you
of the Lord’ (e.g., come from & where

(Matthew 28:2). are you going?



[image: image15.png]“the angel of the Lord”

* The angel ofthe Lord « As in this account

speaks as God, doing
things that God does
(Genesis 16:7-12;
21:17-18; 22:11-18;
Exodus 3:2; Judges
2:1-4; 5:23; 6:11-24;
13:3-22; 2 Samuel
24:16; Zechariah
1:12; 3:1; 12:8).

with Hagar, many
who see the angel
of the Lord say that
they have seen God.

Since appearances
of the angel of the
Lord end at Christ's
birth, we take Him to
be the Son of God.
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[image: image17.png]A command & a prophecy

¢ The angel of the  This is amazing!
Lord told Hagar to « God gracious|y
return to Sarai & granted Hagar a
to submit to her promise that she
(rather than run). wasn't even

¢ The angel of the expecting, hoping
Lord also gave for, or asking for -
Hagar a promise & she didn't even
like the one given know Him before

to Abraham. this moment!



[image: image18.png]Things you don’t know, Hagar

* Hagar knew she
was with child, but
she did not know it
was a male child —
until now.

¢ The angel of the
Lord told her to
name the boy
‘Ishmael’, which

means “God hears”.

 Ishmael's character

would be that of a
wild wanderer, in
chronic opposition
with others, & living
to the east of Israel.

This is also God’s
promise that she &
the boy would live
through this event.



[image: image19.png]The Lord who spoke to her

* While the account
referred to the angel
of the Lord, verse
13 just says that
this was ‘the Lord”.

¢ She named Him,
“the God who sees”,
or, more literally,
“You, God, see me.”

¢ The spring was built

into a well, & the
place was called,
“Beer-lahai-roi”,
which translates as
“the well of Him who
lives & sees me”.

This name will show
up again in Genesis
24:62 & 25:11.



[image: image20.png]"Have | even remained alive
here after seeing Him?"

» As we read through  « Hagar (Genesis
God's word, we find 16:13).
that people who had

seen ‘the angel of * Gideon (Judges

the Lord” or had 6:23).

seen God often ¢ Manoah, father of
expressed shock Samson (Judges
that they were still 6:22).

alive or would

remain alive: * Isaiah (Isaiah 6).



[image: image21.png]So Hagar did go back

* Hagar did return ¢ Abraham was
as the Lord had eighty six years old
told her to do. when Hagar bore

- Hagar did bear a his son, Ishmael, to
son. as the Lord him — the son born
had told her she of human efforts &
would. strategies.

« Abraham did name * This story is far
the son ‘Ishmael’. from over...



[image: image22.png]The ‘Ishmael factor’

* Ishmael was born * Hagar & Ishmael

14 years before would be sent off,
Isaac, the intended & God would again
heir that God had appear to Hagar in
promised. comfort & promise.
* Sarai (aka Sarah) * Ishmael would have
would once again 12 sons, similar to
be at odds with Jacob, & they would
Hagar, & her multiply, exactly as

son Ishmael. God had promised.
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[image: image25.png]Beware the culture!

“Culture...”, it has
been said, “is what
we do without
thinking”.

While much of our
culture is morally &
spiritually neutral,
we are called to
measure everything
by God's word.

* As Eve was
tempted to doubt
& to violate God'’s
directive, so Sarai
was drawn away
by the culture into
bypassing trust in
the promises that
God had made to
Abraham.



[image: image26.png]Facts, faith & feelings

¢ As human beings, « But the biblical

we can get each sequence is 1)
of these in varying spiritual facts, as
priority & sequence. spelled out in God's
« Feelings of various word, 2) faith in
kinds can be very those revealed
intense & the world spiritual facts, 3)
has been screaming feelings that follow
for us to trust our — not feelings that

feelings since Wwil.  lead (world’s idea).



[image: image27.png]Sarai: “Be God’'s woman in his life!”

« Sarai had to have * Her place, as God's

been aware of intended helper for
God's promise Abraham, was to

to provide a support & encourage
descendant his walk by faith
through her (Genesis 2:18, 20)
husband, & not by the dictates
Abraham. of the culture.

God’s woman supports his walk by faith.



[image: image28.png]Abraham: “Be God’s man in her life!”

« Instead, Abraham ¢ Like Adam had
did what he felt like done, Abraham
doing, because it just ‘wimped out’
felt so right, he went ~ when Sarai offered
with the flow, & got to do the culturally
along, & didn't ruffle accepted thing.
any feathers, & just « He did not lead, in
basically walked by |ove, by pointing her
the world’s principles  to God’s promises
instead of God’s. & God's provision!



[image: image29.png]If we mess things up,
God will provide a way back

* God intervened & * But God has called
had Hagar go back. all of us who believe

« 14 years later God into fellowship with
provided Abraham Him, & He provides
with an heir through @ way back into full

Sarai (Isaac), just fellowship with Him.
like He promised. * God does not forget
 And there were us, dump us, or cut
consequences us off from intimate

to their errors. fellowship with Him.



[image: image30.png]Hagar was surprised to see the Lord,
but we are called to behold the Lord

* Hagar was stunned « Hebrews 12:2a,

& shocked to see “...fixing our eyes
the Lord, & she on Jesus...”
marveled that she . Rather than Hagar's
lived through the wonder that she
whole experience had seen God &
(Genesis 16:13). lived, we are called
¢ But God calls us to to behold the Lord,
behold the Lord (2 who is our very life,

Corinthians 3:18). now & forever.



[image: image31.png]What if | don’t like God’s way
of doing things, and / or His timing?

* We will see that
God is gracious &
merciful, & He will
show both mercy
& grace to us who
believe, even when
we take off to do
things our own way
with our own efforts
& human strategies.

But there may,

in fact, be some
consequences for
ourselves & others
when we take the

‘I did it my way’
approach to life.
God calls us to walk
by faith, & not by
sight, feelings, etc.
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