[image: image1.png]A Genesis chapter 11 snapshot

* Genesis chapter * Verses 10-32 are
11 consists of the genealogy of
two themes: Shem (starting with

« Verses 1-9 are his line from chapter
centered on the 10) that takes us to
tower of Babel & Abram (later called
the confusion of Abraham), who will
|anguages’ & are .be the Ce.ntral figure
parallel to Genesis in Genesis chapters

chapter 10. 12 through 25.



[image: image2.png]The Chiasm in Genesis 11:1-9
A All the earth had one language (v. 1)
B settled there (v. 2)
C one to another (v. 3)
D Come, let's make bricks (v. 3)
E Let's make for ourselves (v. 4)
F a city and a tower (v. 4)
------------------ G And the Lord came down to see (v. 5).....
F' the city and the tower (v. 5)
E' that the humans built (v. 5)
D' Come, let's confuse (v. 7)
C' everyone the language of his neighbor (v. 7)
B' from there (v. 8)
A' confused the language of the whole earth (v. 9)



[image: image3.png]Wasn't the Tower of Babel
just another building project?

* On the surface, the « They also were

tower of Babel may looking to establish
have looked like just ~ human goals over
any other building God'’s directives:
project —so what's  + Reach heaven
wrong with that? by human efforts.

* The problem was « Make a name for
that mankind was human beings.

told to ‘fill the earth’,

& they did not. * Avoid scattering like

God had directed.



[image: image4.png]Empowerment, but from whom?

* The builders * Rather than human
of the Tower of empowerment for
Babel were trying human-centered
to ‘empower projects, God has in
themselves’ for mind that believers
their own project. be motivated by His

- ‘Empowerment’ & grace & mercy, & be
its related words empowered by the
are quite in vogue Spirit for the good

today, as well. works He's prepared.



[image: image5.png]Who is the ‘Us’ in Genesis 11:77?

e The early chapters
of Genesis use the
pronouns ‘Us’ &
‘Our’ (Genesis 1:26;
3:22; 11:7) to refer
to communications
among the three
persons of the
Trinity (Father,

Son & Holy Spirit).

* Though the plural

pronouns do not
prove the Trinity
(three personal
beings, & one
essence), use of the
plural pronouns is
consistent with the
Trinity in the rest

of God's word.



[image: image6.png]And, uh, why did God have to
‘go down’ to see the tower?

* For God to ‘go
down’ to see the
tower that the
humans were
building was a
Hebrew figure of
speech (like God
‘remembered’ Noah
in Genesis 8:1).

Other implications
of this manner of
expression:

The tower was not

reaching up to the
heavens.

The tower was
small enough that it
was not a prominent
global feature.
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[image: image9.png]Déja vu... again & again

¢ The tower of Babel « During the coming
incident was not the Tribulation period

end of mankind's Babylon will rise
efforts to exalt a once again, just
man &/or humanity. before its final

- Babylon (the place &  global collapse,

worldview of Babel) ~ Which will also
would rise again result from God'’s

twice more in judgment (see in
biblical times. Revelation 17 & 18).



[image: image10.png]Babel & Babylon as it was & will be
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[image: image11.png]The Tower of Babel account is pivotal

¢ The Tower of Babel <« shows God’'s mercy,

account (Genesis since this judgment
11:1-9): came with no loss

« shows that God is of life or bloodshed,
indeed personal & but impacted all of
does interact with humanity (global).
His creation. » shows that human

- shows that rebellion ~ accomplishment &
will ultimately be fame are fleeting

judged by God. & frail.



[image: image12.png]Why else was
the Tower of Babel event important?

« It explains the « It demonstrates
origin of various the propensity of
human languages human beings to
& dialects. see_k purpose, life

« It likewise explains & significance apart

the origins of ethnic ~ from God.

groups, along with « It shows that no
cultural & genetic rebellion against
diversity among God will ultimately
human beings. stand.



[image: image13.png]Paul to the Areopagus in Acts 17:24-27

"The God who made the world and all things
in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not dwell in temples made with hands;
25 nor is He served by human hands, as
though He needed anything, since He Himself
gives to all people life and breath and all

things; 26 and He made from one man every
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined their appointed times
and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that
they would seek God, if perhaps they might
grope for Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us..."




[image: image14.png]The major topics of Genesis
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[image: image17.jpg]Genealogy (Genesis 11)

Shem - Abram

Shem - Age 130 fathered Ampachshad (Ge.11:10) 2 years after
the flood
“Renown” or - He lived 500 years after birth of Arpachshad (Ge.11:11)
“name” - He had other sons and daughters (Ge.11:11)

- 600 total years (Ge.11:10-11)

Arpachshad - Ags 35 fathered Shelah (Ge.11:12)
(Arphaxad) - He lived 403 years after birth of Shelah (Ge.11:13)

- He had other sons and daughters (Ge.11:13)

“One that releases™ - 438 total years (Ge.11:12-13)
- References: (Ge.10:22,24; 1Ch.1:17,24; Lu.3:36)
Shelah - Age 30 fathered Eber (Ge.11:14)

. ™ = - He lived 403 years after birth of Eber (Ge.11:15)
Peace’ or pray_er - He had other sons and daughters (Ge.11:15)
or‘thatbreaks” . 433 total years (Ge.11:14-15)

- - -

Eber - Age 34 fathered Peleg (Ge.11:16)
. - He lived 430 years after birth of Peleg (Ge.11:17)
“A shoot - He had other sons and daughters (Ge.11:17)

- 464 total years (Ge.11:16-17)

Peleg - Age 30 fathered Reu (Ge.11:18)
- He lived 209 years after birth of Reu (Ge.11:19)
“Division™ - He had other sons and daughters (Ge.11:19)
- 239 total years (Ge.11:18-19)

Reu - Age 32 fathered Serug (Ge.11:20)
“Friend” or - He lived 207 years after birth of Serug (Ge.11:21)
“friendship” - He had other sons and daughters (Ge.11:21)

- 239 total years (Ge.11:20-21)

Serug - Age 30 fathered Nahor (Ge.11:22)

- He lived 200 years after birth of Nahor (Ge.11:23)
“Shoot” or “branch” - He had other sons and daughters (Ge.11:23)
or “firmness” - 230 total years (Ge.11:22-23)

Nahor - Age 29 fathered Terah (Ge.11:24)
. . . - Helived 119 years after birth of Terah (Ge.11:25)

Breathing hard” . g had other sons and daughters (Ge. 11:25)
or “slayer - 148 total years (Ge.11:24-25)

—

Terah - Age 70 fathered Abram, Nahor, Ham (Ge.11:26)
“Wild goat” - 205 total years (Ge.11:32)
or “turning”
or “wandering”

Abram Nahor Haran
“Father of “Breathing hard” “Enlightened”
height” or “slayer or “strong”
[exalted] - The oldest of the 3 brothers

- He died in the presence of
his father Terah at Ur (Ge.11:28)

Abraham

“Father of
a multitude”

- 175 total years
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