[image: image1.png]There have been various approaches
to understanding Genesis chapter 1

* Theistic evolution: God used evolution over
long ages of time to create everything.

» Day-age theory: The ‘days’ of Genesis were
long ages in which God created everything.

* Apparent age theory: God created it all in
six days with the appearance of long ages.

* Punctuated 24 hr theory: God created in six
24 hour days, but with long ages between.
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* Framework hypothesis: Genesis 1 is just
a topical outline not conveying time at all.

 Historical creationism: The six days are
about God preparing the Garden of Eden.

* Gap theory: God judged a pre-Adam race
& angelic rebellion between verses 1 & 2.
The rest of Genesis 1 & 2 is really about the
re-creation of earth & the new race of beings.

* A day is 24 hrs: God created the heavens &
the earth in six literal days (Exodus 20:11).
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God’s revelations to mankind

God is revealed by

Scripture says

nature

Reveals God’s existence &
some aspects of character

providence (guidance)

Provides for & sets limits to
cause humans to seek Him

conscience

Reveals innate moral law

Scripture

Reveals specific truth by
God’s intent: salvation, et al

Jesus Christ

Reveals God Himself in the
form of man, & His salvation
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15t Day |Earth without form & void, light created
& separated from the darkness, the
Spirit of God hovered over the waters

2nd Day |Definition of atmosphere

34 Day |Oceans & water bodies, vegetation

4th Day |Sun, moon, stars

5th Day |Birds & sea creatures

6thDay |Land animals, humans

7t Day |God rested from the creative process




[image: image5.png]The Genesis 1 Pattern*

Then God said, "Let..." God made [or created];
...and it was so. God saw that it was good.+...
And there was evening and there was morning,
one [a second, a third...] day.

* Genesis 1:1-2 begins differently, being
an introduction to God'’s creative process.

+ “God saw that it was good” is not in the

2nd creation day (Genesis 1:6-8), but the 6t
day (Genesis 1:31) has, “God saw all that
He had made, and behold, it was very good.”
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* The word ‘day’ is « But ‘a mountain
translated from the of evidence’ about
Hebrew word yom. how yom is used

« The word yom can in Genesis 1, &in
mean other than a similar contexts,
literal day when itis ~ Points to just one
used similar to the clear conclusion:
English figures of in Genesis 1 yom
speech, such as, means a literal solar

“In my day...”. day as we know it.



[image: image7.png]How old is the earth?

« Based on several « But a literal reading
assumptions that of the Bible (Genesis
are by nature not 1, the genealogies
verifiable, some of Genesis, & other
claim that the earth dates & timeframes
is about 4% billion given in the Bible),
years old, & some gives a date of at
present that as the least 6000 years
firm conclusion of old, but way, way

science. short of 4% billion.
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* reveals the * reveals that God is
existence of God, separate from His
as an absolute fact. creation & that He

. proceeds through is the Qreator& that
the creation account ~ everything else is
without questioning His creation.

God's capacity to « reveals increasingly
carry out anything that God is personal,

that God intends & that is, He is a
commands. personal being.
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¢ The contents of * In contrast to
Genesis 1 sets the Hinduism & parts
God of Scripture in of Buddhism, in the
contrast to other ultimate, God is a
worldviews & personal being.
religions: * In contrast to most

« In contrast to both pagan religions of
secular atheism & biblical times, God

agnosticism, it says existed before His
that there is a God. creation existed.
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* The order & manner « Genesis 1 does
of creation does not not present God
place control of our as simply random
lives in the stars nor & capricious, but as
in inanimate objects orderly & deliberate.

or in animals. « God is a God of
* God is in control purpose & meaning
from ‘day one’. & significance.
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* God was making * God was making
a place suitable a place suitable for
for human beings — human beings, who
beings who were had the capacity for
initially in innocent relationship with the
harmony with God. creation as well as

+ God made a place the capacity for an
that spoke without ongoing relationship
words about His & fellowship with

character (Ps. 19). God Himself.
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