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The one who is taught the word is to share
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The one who is taught the word is to share
all good things with the one who teaches him.

7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked;

for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
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from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
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who are of the household of the faith.
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The one who is taught the word is to share
all good things with the one who teaches him.

Though Paul was often reluctant to burden
the churches, Paul also presented the biblical
principle of supporting the ones who work
hard at teaching: 1 Corinthians 9:13-14;

2 Corinthians 11:7-9; Philippians 4:10-19;
2 Thessalonians 3:7-9; 1 Timothy 5:17-18.
‘Good things’ in the Bible often refers to
earthly goods (Luke 1:53; 12:18,19; 16:25).
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The one who is taught the word is to share
all good things with the one who teaches him.

Teaching, done by pastors & teachers, who
are Christ’s gifts to the church body, is for

building up the body of Christ (Ephesians

4:11-16) & for personal spiritual growth (1
Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18).
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The one who is taught the word is to share
all good things with the one who teaches him.

It is to have spiritual impact in our personal
lives & among us all. God intends that His

word is to reach a depth of our being that
nothing & no one else can touch & impact in
quite the same way (Hebrews 4:12; 5:11-14).
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Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

This is the 2" time in this chapter that Paul
has brought up the issue of deception (6:3).
This is another area in which the sin nature

shows itself to be deceptive - & the believers
in Galatia were apparently being deceived.
The principle he was about to lay out was not
being understood by at least some of them.
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Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

The Greek word Paul chose that is translated
‘mocked’ is interesting: it means to ‘turn up
ones nose’. So Paul is saying that in this

principle of sowing & reaping, the believers
in Galatia should stop allowing themselves
to be deceived, & that they cannot simply
turn up their noses at God in this matter.
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Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

Paul lays out the general principle here, which
can be restated as ‘actions (& inactions) have
consequences’. Causes will have results.

He isn't telling them that if they give money
that the money will come back to them as
more money in its place. He is not telling
them that they must ‘pay for’ their salvation.




[image: image13.png]What is sown &
what is reaped

* In this instance

(as in 1 Corinthians
9:10-11 & also in 2
Corinthians 9:6-7)
Paul connects up
sowing & reaping
with giving. So if
money is what is
‘sown’, then what
is to be ‘reaped’ by
these believers?

* Since the teaching
of God’s word is
central to the
maturity of the
church body as a
whole (Ephesians
4:11-16), & teaching
is essential for every
single believer to
mature (Colossians
1:28) & God's word
is the food to grow
on (1 Peter 2:2), that
is what is at stake.
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For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit

reap eternal life.

This verse is not about earning your salvation.
We said back when we were studying in

Galatians 5:16 -18 that the big question is,
“Where is your spiritual dependence?” &
alongside that, “What is your motivation”?
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For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit
reap eternal life.

Along with that, we could ask, if spiritual food
is essential for growth, both individually & as
a church body, then how’s the growth going?
How ‘thirsty’ for God'’s word do you find

yourself? (1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18). This is
not a matter of works, or our effort, but of our

responsiveness to the multiple ministries of
the Holy Spirit.
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For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit
reap eternal life.

Walking by the works of the flesh will place
one’s spiritual feeding & growth on the back

burner. Walking by means of the Spirit will
ultimately bring a believer to recognize the
need for that essential spiritual food.
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For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit
reap eternal life.

The sowing & reaping principle that Paul
wrote about is not just about our getting
something back in this life & in this world’s

goods for the financial investment in spiritual
things. It is about our having an eternal
viewpoint about the sowing & reaping
principle.
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For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit

reap eternal life.

It is also about seeing another way in which

the flesh & the Spirit are opposites, but not
at all equals.
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Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in
due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.

In each place in the New Testament where
the Greek word that is translated ‘weary’ or

‘faint’ is used, it is an encouragement not to
come to that place of being weary or faint.
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Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in
due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.

Paul has two key points in the verse:
1) not losing heart nor growing weary, &
2) looking to the Lord for His timing in the

reaping, since we may not see any benefit
near-term, & we may even suffer from the
Spirit doing good through us (1 Peter 2:20).
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Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in
due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.

2 Thessalonians 3:13 has a similar message
to this verse. To ‘lose heart’ is to become

dismotivated by becoming overly focused
on the near-term ‘payback’ for ‘doing good'.
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So then, while we have opportunity, let

us do good to all people, and especially to
those who are of the household of the faith.

The doing good should be for all people —
believers & unbelievers alike. But Paul
clearly intended a priority...

Between believers & unbelievers, the priority
is among those who believe, that is, “those
who are of the household of the faith.”
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So then, while we have opportunity, let
us do good to all people, and especially to
those who are of the household of the faith.

Paul calls our time here as believers an
opportune span of time. We have the most
astounding opportunity while here, to be
God's instrument, to be used as the Creator

of the universe so chooses. We are to be
motivated by grace, given the means through
the enabling, energizing & empowering of the
Holy Spirit. It's an unparalleled opportunity!
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