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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another...

15 But if you bite and devour one another,
take care that you are not consumed by
one another...

26 Let us not become boastful, challenging
one another, envying one another.
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You were running well; who hindered you from
obeying the truth?

Paul & the other authors of the New
Testament often used athletic illustrations

& terms. Their readers’ wide involvement
with, enthusiasm for & awareness of athletics
made it a great medium of communication.
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You were running well; who hindered you from
obeying the truth?

Paul was saying that the believers in Galatia,
who were about two years old in the Lord, at
most, had started off well. They had been

given the true gospel of salvation by Paul &

Barnabas, & were given good solid spiritual
food to grow on.
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You were running well; who hindered you from
obeying the truth?

Paul compared this good start to ‘running
well’. This ‘running well’ was not on the basis

of their own best efforts, but was by faith in
God for every provision — from the start.
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You were running well; who hindered you from
obeying the truth?

When Paul asked, “who hindered you”, he
was using a term for when one runner in a

competition cut in on the running space of
another runner. This caused stumbles, falls,
injuries, or at least broken pace & momentum.
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You were running well; who hindered you from
obeying the truth?

What Paul & Barnabas had given to these
saints was the gracious truth (Acts 13 & 14).
The word translated ‘obeying’ means to ‘rely

inwardly’. So Paul was asking them who it
was who ‘cut in on them’, so that they no
longer relied inwardly upon the gracious
truth of Christ as they had been taught!
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This persuasion did not come from Him who

calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole
lump of dough.

This persuasion - trying to be acceptable
to God on the basis of a Principle of Law -
did not come from God. In Galatians 1:6 Paul

wrote, “| am amazed that you are so quickly
deserting Him who called you by the grace
of Christ, for a different gospel”.
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This persuasion did not come from Him who
calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole

lump of dough.

This verse seems to have been a proverb in
New Testament times (see 1 Corinthians 5:6),

& leaven often had a negative connotation in
Scripture (Matthew 16:5-12), implying moral
& spiritual corruption.
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This persuasion did not come from Him who
calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole

lump of dough.

Paul said here that the teaching that one must
live by the Law was a teaching that ends up

impacting everything in a bad way — nothing
in the believers’ lives or in the churches would
escape the deadly corruption of legalism!
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| have confidence in you in the Lord that you
will adopt no other view; but the one who is
disturbing you will bear his judgment,
whoever he is.

Paul sees the believers who are dear to his
heart on a very different path from the false
teachers who have come to mislead them.

He is confident that because these believers
have a position in Christ & the ministry of the
Holy Spirit that they will see grace for what it
is & the imposing of law for what it is.
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| have confidence in you in the Lord that you
will adopt no other view; but the one who is
disturbing you will bear his judgment,
whoever he is.

Paul is also confident that the apparent
ring-leader of the legalists will bear the
consequences of his false teaching as
determined by God. Anyone chooses to

live according to the Law of Moses or any
other Law system, & teaches others to
do the same, has a ministry of death &
condemnation (2 Corinthians 3).
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But I, brethren, if | still preach circumcision,
why am | still persecuted? Then the stumbling
block of the cross has been abolished.

The false teachers had apparently said that
Paul supported circumcision, in order to gain
support for their teachings. Paul had taught it,

no doubt, as an unsaved Pharisee, but if he
was still supporting circumcision, then why
were the Judaizers (the Legalists) still actively
persecuting him?
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But I, brethren, if | still preach circumcision,
why am | still persecuted? Then the stumbling
block of the cross has been abolished.

If circumcision saves a man (as the Legalists
claimed: Acts 15:1), then the need for Christ

to die on the cross has been put out of the
way. We can save ourselves by our works.
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But I, brethren, if | still preach circumcision,
why am | still persecuted? Then the stumbling
block of the cross has been abolished.

But in fact circumcision does not save, & faith
in Christ’s death on the cross for our sins is
the only way of salvation, & Paul continued

to preach Christ crucified on the cross — a
stumbling block to many, especially including
the Jewish Legalists.
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| wish that those who are troubling you would
even mutilate themselves.

These words might at first be shocking.
But the word for ‘troubling’ does not mean
just a minor disturbance, but often implies a

riotous, massive upheaval. This word was
used in criminal charges brought against
those inciting riot or stirring up a rebellion
(see Acts 17:6; 21:38).
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| wish that those who are troubling you would
even mutilate themselves.

And, the word for ‘mutilate’ (KJV: cut off) had

a strong cultural connection that’s worth our
taking a moment to investigate further.
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¢ The Jews were
given the ritual of
male circumcision in
the Law of Moses
(Leviticus 12:3).

* This was what the
Judaizers (Legalists)
were trying to force

upon the Gentiles
in the churches.

« But it seems that
Paul was referring
in Galatians 5:12 to
the pagan initiation
rites of priests of
the mother earth
goddess Cybele,
who first castrated
themselves, & then
dressed as females.
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| wish that those who are troubling you would
even mutilate themselves.

Paul was saying that the claims & demands
of the Judaizers (the Legalists) were not from

God at all, but were as offensive & bizarre &
as spiritually useless as the practices of
these pagan priests of Cybele.
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| wish that those who are troubling you would
even mutilate themselves.

It would be far better for the proponents of
legalism to be forward & honest about who
they really are & what they propose! Under
the guise of godliness they are denying the
full effectiveness of Christ's death on the

cross (Romans 7:6; Galatians 2:19-21;
Ephesians 2:15-15). What the Legalists
claim is not pleasing to God, but really is
open mockery of God's eternal grace.
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another.
14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word,

in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor

as yourself."

Paul again returned to the believers’ call.
That call 1) came & now comes from God,

2) is by the grace of Christ, & 3) is a call to
100% spiritual freedom.
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| am amazed that you are so quickly deserting
Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for

a different gospel...

Galatians 5:8
This persuasion did not come from Him who
calls you.

Galatians 5:13

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only

do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another.
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another.
14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word,

in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor
as yourself."

In this verse Paul speaks of ‘an opportunity
for the flesh’. While Paul uses the word ‘flesh’
in several ways, from here on in this chapter

(& the first part of chapter 6) ‘the flesh’ will
mean ‘the sin nature, as it is expressed in
& through our mortal bodies’.
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another.
14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word,

in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor

as yourself."

We were called to freedom — not Law. But

our calling to freedom is not an open door
to the rampant expression of the flesh, either!
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another.
14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word,

in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor
as yourself."

Our calling from God, by the grace of Christ,
is an open door to freedom, in which, by

means of the selfless love from God, we
continually serve one another (which Paul
will explain further in Galatians 6:1-5).
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another.
14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word,

in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor
as yourself."

The ‘one word'’ is ‘love’. Paul is not urging
anyone to fulfill the Law of Moses in order to
love, but rather that the life of Christ lived out

in the believer by depending on & relationship
with Him does what the Law could never
empower: God's unconditional love!
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But if you bite and devour one another,
take care that you are not consumed by
one another.

Apparently the tensions over embracing

the the Law of Moses were getting intense!
Even downright vicious!
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another.
...15 But if you bite and devour one another,
take care that you are not consumed by

one another.

Neither law nor lawlessness is the Principle
God has in mind. There will be ‘one anothers’.

Will it be through love serving one another or
biting, devouring & consuming one another?
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...what was God thinking?
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us that lawlessness off'?
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another.

Paul even wrote that believers were to,
‘through love serve one another’, with the
Greek word translated ‘serve’ as an

imperative (= ‘you must’). How does God
expect that to happen in our lives without law
to mandate it & to measure our compliance?
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
It

take care that you are not consumed by
one another.



[image: image33.png]Motive, means & opportunity revisited

Last Sunday we * We said that
said that the motive because of all of

for believer to live who God is & what
the Christian life He has done, He is
is God's grace. doing & He will do,
We said that the we have this most
means for living is amazing opportunity
God'’s enabling, to live all from the
His empowering wealth of His grace

& His energizing. & awesome power.



[image: image34.png]Motive, means & opportunity revisited
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or just a possibility.
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You were all running well, that is, living in
dependence upon your relationship with Christ;
so who cut in on you as you ran your spiritual
race, preventing you from inwardly relying
upon the truth as it is revealed in Christ. 8 This
persuasion that you can or must be made
righteous by conforming to the Law of Moses
by your own self-effort did not come from God
who is continuing to call you. 9 A little leaven
leavens the whole lump of dough — even a little
bit of legalism will spread so as to contaminate
everything in the churches, and in your lives.
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| have confidence in you because we are both
in the Lord by position and because of His
ministry to your hearts that you will adopt no
other view by what we have revealed to you as
God's intended message; but the one who is
leading the pack of legalists is disturbing you,
and he will bear his judgment from God as He
sees fit, whoever he is. 11 But |, brethren, if |
still preach circumcision, as the legalists claim,
then why am | still persecuted by them? If |
preach circumcision, then the stumbling block
of the cross has been set aside, because then
| supposedly preach righteousness by Law!
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| wish, hypothetically speaking, that those who
are troubling you in the extreme, even to the
point of criminal behavior, would even go so far
as to emasculate themselves so as to join the
ranks of the pagan priests of Cybele. At least
that would be honest behavior on their part.
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For at the outset you were called by God
Himself to spiritual freedom, brethren; only do
not turn your spiritual freedom into a mistaken
opportunity for the sin nature to express itself
in your bodies, but through God'’s unconditional
love continually serve one another. 14 For the
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the
statement, "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself", even though the Law never provided
the grace motive nor the means to take that
love into action.
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But if you continue to bite and devour one
another in the manner of wild animals, as
an expression of the sin nature expressed in
and among you, take care that you are not
consumed by one another, since that is
where the expressions of the sin nature

in your bodies can lead.
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