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¢ Paul (& Barnabas) * Those who believed
had spent time with were responsive to

the believers in Paul's message
Galatia, pouring « They recognized
their hearts & lives the eternal value of

into these believers, the message they

at times even at the had received & also
risk of theirown lives  cherished God's

(such as stoning, primary messenger,
in Acts 14:19). Paul the apostle.
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¢ Paul had taught the + He also had felt that
believers in Galatia there was a mutual

the vast difference appreciation among
between living them - one for the
under the Principle other - that was

of Law & living expressed in a
under the Principle sacrificial love.

of Grace. - What happened?!?!



[image: image3.png]Galatians 4:12a-d

| beg of you, brethren, become as | am,
for | also have become as you are.

Paul had called the Galatian believers
brethren in Galatians 1:11; 3:15 & here in
Galatians 4:12. In Galatians 2:4 Paul had
called the Judaizers’ (the Legalists’) ‘black

ops’ squad ‘false brethren’. They had come
with a false identity & secret purpose. But
Paul’s relationship with the believers in
Galatia was ‘above board’: spiritually
speaking they were true brethren.
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| beg of you, brethren, become as | am,
for | also have become as you are.

Paul had stood up to the pressures to live
under the Law — even standing up to Peter
when Peter had begun to bow to the

pressure to fall back under the Law & to
influence the Gentiles to do the same
(Galatians 2:11). Salvation is by faith.
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| beg of you, brethren, become as | am,
for | also have become as you are.

Now Paul was asking them to stand firm
against the pressures to come under the

Jewish Law & to recognize anew that they
were not under the Law of Moses.
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| beg of you, brethren, become as | am,
for | also have become as you are.

For Christians, while there can & will be
various differences among us that are of
no spiritual consequence, there is no biblical

basis for some to be living under a Principle

of Law & others to be living under a Principle
of Grace.
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You have done me no wrong; 13 but you
know that it was because of a bodily illness
that | preached the gospel to you the first time;
14 and that which was a trial to you in my
bodily condition you did not despise or loathe,
but you received me as an angel of God,

as Christ Jesus Himself.

In spite of Paul's being perplexed, & his
concern over the Galatians believers, they

had not done some irreparable damage to
Paul, nor destroy Paul's care for them.




[image: image8.png]Galatians 4:12e-14

You have done me no wrong; 13 but you

know that it was because of a bodily iliness
that | preached the gospel to you the first time;

14 and that which was a trial to you in my
bodily condition you did not despise or loathe,

but you received me as an angel of God,
as Christ Jesus Himself.

What was this bodily illness? Since Paul did

not say directly, & we have but a few clues,
we can only suggest some possibilities...
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¢ There is some * Some have thought
indication that the that he contracted
illness was located malaria in the lower
in Paul's eyes: elevations near the

- “See with what large ~ Mediterranean, &
letters | am writing that he went to the
to you with my own higher elevations of
hand.” Galatians Galatia to get away
6:11 (& see v. 15) from there.

The Galatian believers knew what he meant!
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You have done me no wrong; 13 but you
know that it was because of a bodily illness
that | preached the gospel to you the first time;
14 and that which was a trial to you in my
bodily condition you did not despise or loathe,
but you received me as an angel of God,

as Christ Jesus Himself.

In spite of this physical problem which could
have been an obstacle to hearing what he

had to say, they were receptive. Being

disgusted with his appearance apparently
would have been an easy thing to do.
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You have done me no wrong; 13 but you
know that it was because of a bodily illness
that | preached the gospel to you the first time;
14 and that which was a trial to you in my
bodily condition you did not despise or loathe,
but you received me as an angel of God,

as Christ Jesus Himself.

The word ‘but’ in the middle of verse 14 is
translated from alla = a sharp contrast. Their

reception of Paul was not according to his
appearance, but in sharp contrast, according
to the heavenly source of his message.
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You have done me no wrong; 13 but you
know that it was because of a bodily illness
that | preached the gospel to you the first time;
14 and that which was a trial to you in my
bodily condition you did not despise or loathe,
but you received me as an angel of God,

as Christ Jesus Himself.

The word translated ‘received’ is in the middle
voice, which means that out of their own

motivation the Galatian believers received
Paul into their own hearts.
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You have done me no wrong; 13 but you
know that it was because of a bodily illness
that | preached the gospel to you the first time;
14 and that which was a trial to you in my
bodily condition you did not despise or loathe,
but you received me as an angel of God

as Christ Jesus Himself.

The Greek word translated ‘angel’ is the same
word for ‘messenger’, so they received Paul

as God's messenger & were as receptive as
if Paul were the Lord Jesus Christ Himself!
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Where then is that sense of blessing you had?
For | bear you witness that, if possible, you
would have plucked out your eyes and given
them to me. 16 So have | become your enemy
by telling you the truth?

Paul is not referring to the blessings of
Ephesians 1:3 here (“...every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places...”), but

rather to a deep joy & gratitude in the
knowledge of the gospel of Christ that
was personally shared with them by Paul.
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Where then is that sense of blessing you had?
For | bear you witness that, if possible, you
would have plucked out your eyes and given
them to me. 16 So have | become your enemy
by telling you the truth?

When Paul was actually with the believers

from Galatia, he felt certain that they had,
at one time, a self-sacrificing love for him.
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Where then is that sense of blessing you had?
For | bear you witness that, if possible, you
would have plucked out your eyes and given
them to me. 16 So have | become your enemy
by telling you the truth?

The Judaizers (the Legalists) who came
to the believers in Galatia befriended them

by telling them this lie: "Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of
Moses, you cannot be saved.” Acts 15:1
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Where then is that sense of blessing you had?
For | bear you witness that, if possible, you
would have plucked out your eyes and given
them to me. 16 So have | become your enemy
by telling you the truth?

With that piece of history, Paul asks the

believers in Galatia, “...have | become
your enemy by telling you the truth?
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You have done me no wrong; 13 but you
know that it was because of a bodily illness
that | preached the gospel to you the first time;
14 and that which was a trial to you in my
bodily condition you did not despise or loathe,
but you received me as an angel of God,
as Christ Jesus Himself. Where then is that
sense of blessing you had? For | bear you
witness that, if possible, you would have
plucked out your eyes and given them to me.
16 So have | become your enemy
by telling you the truth?

Contrast!
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They eagerly seek you, not commendably,
but they wish to shut you out so that you will
seek them. 18 But it is good always to be
eagerly sought in a commendable manner,
and not only when | am present with you.

They, the Judaizers (the Legalists) were
looking to get the Galatian believers to be

their followers & to cut off access to Paul.
Paul's motives were for the believers benefit.
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They eagerly seek you, not commendably,
but they wish to shut you out so that you will

seek them. 18 But it is good always to be
eagerly sought in a commendable manner,
and not only when | am present with you.

The literal Greek here is actually simpler:
‘not good!” (KJV: not well). It was pretty easy

to sum up the character of the approach that
these Judaizers took toward the believers in
Galatia: not good!
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They eagerly seek you, not commendably,
but they wish to shut you out so that you will
seek them. 18 But it is good always to be
eagerly sought in a commendable manner,
and not only when | am present with you.

Because of Paul's gospel of grace, the only
way for the Judaizers (the Legalists) to gain

a foothold was to push Paul & his gospel of
grace out of the picture — to shut him out!
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They eagerly seek you, not commendably,
but they wish to shut you out so that you will
seek them. 18 But it is good always to be
eagerly sought in a commendable manner,
and not only when | am present with you.

In contrast, Paul said that it was good

(always!) for the believers in Galatia to seek
him - Paul - out in a good way.
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They eagerly seek you, not commendably,
but they wish to shut you out so that you will
seek them. 18 But it is good always to be
eagerly sought in a commendable manner,
and not only when | am present with you.

In any human relations, it is good to have
things go well with others when face to face,
but to find out that as soon as you are absent

things have gone sour is unsettling. Paul
sought good relations with them, but the
Judaizers (the Legalists) wanted control.
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My children, with whom | am again in labor
until Christ is formed in you -- 20 but | could
wish to be present with you now and to change
my tone, for | am perplexed about you.

After Paul called the believers in Galatia his

‘brethren’ three times already, here he calls
them ‘My children’ — why?
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My children, with whom | am again in labor
until Christ is formed in you -- 20 but | could
wish to be present with you now and to change
my tone, for | am perplexed about you.

By calling them brethren, Paul put the
Galatian believers among the same family
& household of the faith (Ephesians 2:19),

but in calling them children (which was not
intended to be condescending), he was
saying that these people were born
spiritually & had grown under his care.




[image: image26.png]1 Timothy 1:18
This command | entrust to you, Timothy,
my son...

2 Timothy 2:1
You therefore, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus.

Titus 1:4
To Titus, my true child in a common faith...

1 Peter 5:13

She who is in Babylon, chosen together
with you, sends you greetings, and so does

my son, Mark.
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My children, with whom | am again in labor
until Christ is formed in you -- 20 but | could
wish to be present with you now and to change
my tone, for | am perplexed about you.

Now this is interesting! Paul is picturing
himself as going through labor again for all
these people! There are two ways in which

this could be seen as puzzling: 1) Paul is a
man, & 2) these people were already born
again (they are brethren, children, having
received the Spirit by hearing with faith).




[image: image28.png]Paul was not afraid to place himself
in a female role as a spiritual picture

1 Thessalonians 2:7-8

But we proved to be gentle among you, as

a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own
children. 8 Having so fond an affection for you,
we were well-pleased to impart to you not only
the gospel of God but also our own lives,
because you had become very dear to us.
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My children, with whom | am again in labor
until Christ is formed in you -- 20 but | could
wish to be present with you now and to change
my tone, for | am perplexed about you.

Paul’s ‘labor’ in this case was not to have
these believers be born again (they already
were!), but for their rightful return to a path

of spiritual growth, which could only take
place when they were out from under the
Law of Moses, or any principle of Law.
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My children, with whom | am again in labor
until Christ is formed in you -- 20 but | could
wish to be present with you now and to change
my tone, for | am perplexed about you.

In our eternal position, we already have
Christ dwelling in us — that cannot be
changed, lost or diminished. But the spiritual

growth process to which Paul is longing to
have them return requires that they be set
free from trying to fulfill the Law.




[image: image31.png]“...until Christ is formed in you...”

* The word ‘until’
indicates an
anticipation of
something yet
to take place.

* These words point
to the process, in
our daily condition:

Spiritual growth
towards spiritual
maturity is indeed
a process, but that
doesn’t mean that
the end result is
impersonal.

“...until Christ...”
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My children, with whom | am again in labor
until Christ is formed in you -- 20 but | could
wish to be present with you now and to change
my tone, for | am perplexed about you.

Paul expresses his mind & heart here.
He longs to be present with the Galatian

believers, to be able to express himself in
a different tone, & to cease being perplexed
about them.




[image: image33.png]A process you canrest in
“...until Christ is formed in you...”

¢ The process that * We also grow
Paul refers to here individually as
is also presented believers toward
in various ways: spiritual maturity
- We grow as (Colossians 1:28,29).
a church body, * We grow in the
with Christ as the grace & knowledge

measure of maturity of the Lord Jesus
(Ephesians 4:11-13).  Christ (2 Peter 3:18).



[image: image34.png]A process you canrest in
“...until Christ is formed in you...”

» Take comfort! * Romans 8:28a,29a,

* The end result “And we know that
is assured: We God causes all things
can count on God to work together for
to be faithfull (1 good... 29 For those
Corinthians 1:4-9) whom He foreknew,

He also predestined
to become conformed
to the image of His
Son...



[image: image35.png]Colossians 1:25-27

Of this church | was made a minister according
to the stewardship from God bestowed on me
for your benefit, so that | might fully carry out
the preaching of the word of God, 26 that is,
the mystery which has been hidden from the
past ages and generations, but has now been
manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God
willed to make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

“...until Christ is formed in you...”
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| beg of you, my spiritual brethren, being of
the same spiritual household, become as | am,
free of the Law & growing in grace, for | also
have become as you are, walking out from
under the Law in order to be made one
spiritually with you.



[image: image37.png]Galatians 4:12e-14 Expanded & Explained

You have have not injured me in a way that
permanently scars our relationship; 13 but
you yourselves know that it was because of a
bodily illness that | preached the gospel to you
the first time | came to Galatia with Barnabas;
14 and that which was a visual trial for you to
look upon in my bodily condition you did not
despise or loathe so as to reject me, but in
sharp contrast you received me unto your
own hearts as a messenger of God, giving
me such a reception as would have been
fitting for Christ Jesus Himself.
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Knowing how things were not that long

ago, where then is that sense of blessing,
happiness and gratefulness you had when
Barnabas and | first came to bring the gospel
of salvation? For | bear you witness with a
certainty that fits courtroom testimony, that if it
were possible, you had a selfless love for me
such that you would have plucked out your
eyes and given them to me. 16 With that
amazing turnaround in attitude, have I, so
astonishingly, become your enemy by telling
you the truth — even though the Legalists
became your friends by lying to you?
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They eagerly pursue you, but not in a good
way, as they wish to shut you out of the grace
we share, so that you will be forced seek them.
18 But it is good always to be eagerly sought in
a good manner by you, so as to maintain the
rich relationship we had before, and not only
when | am present with you believers in
Galatia.
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My spiritual children, with whom | am again in
birth labor in order to return you to a path of
spiritual growth until the end result of that
growth process is realized, that Christ is
formed in each one and all of you -- 20 but |
could wish to be present with you in Galatia
now and therefore to change my tone, for | am
at present still perplexed about you, since your
behavior is unlike what | knew of you when |
was with you, even recently.
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