[image: image1.png]Here’s how we’ll approach
these three verses

« Last Sunday we * Verse 19 addresses
looked more closely our relationship to
at Verse 20, which the Law & to God.

talks about who + Verse 21 speaks
died & who lives to the exclusivity of
& Who died & the Principle of Law
Who lives. & the Principle of

* Today we'll talk Grace, for both our
more about verses initial salvation &

19 & 21. for all of life.



[image: image2.png]Galatians 2:19-21

For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

20 | have been crucified with Christ;

and it is no longer | who live,

but Christ lives in me;

and the life which | now live in the flesh

| live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

21 | do not nullify the grace of God,
for if righteousness comes through the Law,
then Christ died needlessly.

Today we'll address verses 19 & 21 — about Law



[image: image3.png]An observation about
Galatians & Romans

« Galatians often
expresses briefly
the same truths
that Romans both

explains & repeats.

« ‘died to the Law' is
in Galatians 2:19a
& explained more
fully for us all in
Romans 7:1-6.

e To ‘live to God' is
in Galatians 2:19b
but is both repeated
& explained for us
in Romans 6:8-13.

* Galatians 2:20a
says that we were
crucified with Christ,
but Romans 6:3-13
repeats & explains.
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For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

What can Paul mean by “...through the Law
| died to the Law’? First, the Law has no

power to convey life, but it does have the
power of condemnation & to sentence me
to death (2 Corinthians 3:7,8)!
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For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

But secondly, the condemnation & sentence
of death handed down by the Law actually
did take place — already! Paul started the

very next verse off with “| have been crucified
with Christ...”. So the death sentence has
already been carried out! | died! You died!
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For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

Now if that was all there was to it, all we
could say (if we were alive to say it) was that
the requirements of the Law have been met.

We were justly condemned, sentenced to
death, exactly as we deserved & that’s that!

It's all over!
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For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

But that's not all there is to it. Right? | didn't
just die with Christ & that's the end of the

story. Right? My joint history with Christ
doesn't end there, does it. “| died to the Law”
means that | died in refationship to the Law.
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[image: image10.png]Being “dead” means separation

+ Ephesians 2:12, « Colossians 1:21,

“...you were at that «...you were formerly
time separate+ from alienated*...”

Christ, being aliens* .
...without God inthe *+ choris; separate
world. ” from; apart from
« Ephesians 4:18, * apallotriod; this word
“...excluded* from occurs only in these
the life of God...” places in the whole
New Testament




[image: image11.png]Death as separation is also taught in

Romans 6:1-11 — dead to sin, alive to Christ

Romans 7:1-6 — death releases from
marriage; died to the Law, joined to Christ

2 Corinthians 5:14,15 — dead to ourselves,
alive to Christ

Galatians 2:19, 20 — died to the Law, to live to
God; dead to ourselves, alive to Christ

Colossians 2:20 — died with Christ to the
elementary principles of the world

Colossians 3:5, 20 — dead to sin, died with
Christ to the world
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and He Himself bore our sins in His body
on the cross, so that we might die to sin

and live to righteousness; for by His
wounds you were healed.

Spiritual death in Scripture is about
separation of relationship, but not about
termination, cessation or annihilation

Spiritual life in Scripture is about
establishment of relationship, with
Christ as the source of life




[image: image13.png]A Galatians 2:19 Timeline

The unbeliever is
joined to the Law

e The unbeliever is
separated from
Christ

Christ
—>



[image: image14.png]A Galatians 2:19 Timeline

The believer is
joined to Christ

The unbeliever is
joined to the Law

By e The believer is
Faith
separated from
the Law
Christ The Law
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For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

The Law no longer can hand out any further
condemnations against me, & once | have

died, the Law can't hand out any more death
sentences against me, either. I'm done with
the Law & the Law is done with me!
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For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

But we're still not done with what Paul had to
say. There are a couple of critical words here
that tell us that the story is not even close to

being finished. Paul's not done yet, & neither
was God & neither are we. Let's look at ‘the

rest of the story...’
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For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

It says that | also arose from the dead with
Christ when He rose from the dead. Now this

is getting interesting — especially since | find
out that now I'm alive | can be interested.
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For through the Law | died to the Law,
so that | might live to God.

That death that | went through with Christ
means that | died in relationship to the Law.

But... the intended outcome was so that |
could be alive to — in relationship to — God.




[image: image19.png]“...that | might live to God.”

+ What does this part * The profound

of verse 19 mean? truth is not jUSt that
| have come out of
my death with Christ
alive again, but that

¢ Romans 6:4,
“...that | might walk

in newness (a new everything about

kind of) life". my new kind of life
» Romans 6:8, is centered on my

“_live with Him" relationship to &

fellowship with God
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| do not nullify the grace of God,

for if righteousness comes through the Law,
then Christ died needlessly.

The Greek word translated here as “nullify”
(KJV: frustrate) is one that is used in other
passages for rejecting the Law! (Mark 7:9;
Hebrews 10:28) Paul turns that use around

completely, using that word to deny that he
is rejecting God's grace. Even the Law said
that God is gracious (Exodus 22:27; 34:6).
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| do not nullify the grace of God,
for if righteousness comes through the Law,
then Christ died needlessly.

Now ‘grace’ is a word that was adapted from
the pagan culture, where it meant that one
does a favor with no expectation of return for
friends or relatives. The authors of the New

Testament — Paul included —stretched
that definition by saying that God did & does

us many favors, with no expectation or even a
possibility of return... while we were enemies!
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| do not nullify the grace of God,
for if righteousness comes through the Law,
then Christ died needlessly.

So... does righteousness come through the
Law? Does it? Paul is going to answer that
question here by telling us the simple, absurd

& devastating conclusion, if... if righteousness
does come through our efforts to carry out
the Law. This is simple logic.
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Now that no one is justified by the Law before

God is evident; for, "The righteous man shall
live by faith."

Galatians 3:21

For if a law had been given which was able to
impart life, then righteousness would indeed
have been based on law.

The logical conclusion from Galatians 3:21

is this: “No single law has been given which
is able to impart life”. None! Zilch! Nada!
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[image: image25.png]Philippians 3:7-11
But whatever things were gain to me, those
things | have counted as loss for the sake of
Christ. 8 More than that, | count all things to be
loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish
so that | may gain Christ, 9 and may be found
in Him, not having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that which is through
faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes
from God on the basis of faith, 10 that | may
know Him and the power of His resurrection
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death; 11 in order that |
may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
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| do not nullify the grace of God,

for if righteousness comes through the Law,
then Christ died_needlessly.

The Greek word translated ‘needlessly’ (KJV:
in vain) literally means ‘for nothing'. If this

conclusion is right... if righteousness comes
through the Law... then the only logical
conclusion is that Christ died for nothing!
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| do not nullify the grace of God,

for if righteousness comes through the Law,
then Christ died needlessly.

When we study through Scripture we often
go through it one piece at a time, & we even
have chapter breaks in our Bibles, though

Paul did not have them in his original letter.
Let’s see what ‘stands out’ if we drop the
chapter break for a moment...




[image: image28.png]A ‘cluster’ of words in Galatians 2:21-3:4

"l do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness comes through the Law,

then Christ died needlessly.” 3:1 You

foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you,
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly
portrayed as crucified? 2 This is the only thing
| want to find out from you: did you receive the
Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing
with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun
by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by
the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in
vain-- if indeed it was in vain?

This is a cluster of similar extreme words!
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| do not nullify the grace of God,
for if righteousness comes through the Law,
then Christ died needlessly.

We've shown before that the Law of Moses
made reference to the graciousness of God

& indeed included the grace of God in some
aspects & in some limited degree.
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| do not nullify the grace of God,
for if righteousness comes through the Law,
then Christ died needlessly.

But we in the Church (in Christ, & of the
body of Christ) live entirely & totally under
the Principle of Grace! The Principle of Grace

includes no amount of Law at all! None! Zip!
God'’s intent for us is all grace, all the time,
for each one of us, for all time, & beyond time!




[image: image31.png]Galatians 2:19 & 21 Expanded & Explained

For by means of the ability of the Law to
condemn and sentence me to death, | died in
relationship to the Law so that | was eternally
separated from it. But this death with Christ
and my subsequent resurrection with Him also
had its eternal purpose: in order that | would
live in relationship to God forever... 21 In saying
these things | do not reject the grace which is
an essential part of God's own infinite and
eternal character, because if being declared
righteous by God comes by means of the Law,
then | must conclude - and this is just absurd —
that Christ died for absolutely nothing!
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