Ephesians 5:25-27
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

Husbands!  Husbands!  Husbands!
After three verses addressed to wives Paul turns his focus to the husbands.  It is noteworthy that Paul then spends eight verses addressing husbands as compared to the three addressing wives.  This is not because wives are not as important, nor is it because Paul just likes addressing the men more.  This comes from the fact that the God given role of the husband comes with a great deal of responsibility, as we will see.  This also comes in tandem with an incredibly exciting picture of how Christ interacts with his church and the significance of the marriage relationship in that.
Verse 25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
Husbands
This is the beginning of the address.  Paul is going to outline what husbands are supposed to be like in Christ.  As we read this passage we should be challenged and realize that this is impossible for us!  There is no way that we could do this using our own resources, we must be relying on Christ and trusting in Him.  As we behold Him and trust in Him this is what his life lived out in us will look like.  We must behold these words carefully and take them as a model to know whether or not we are relying on Christ.  We must not make this into a laundry list that we put up on our bathroom mirror so we can check it off each day as we fail or succeed.  We must rely on Him fully for everything.  This is another opportunity to reiterate that there is not even the slightest hint that our spouses’ failure to live up to the Biblical standards releases us from our responsibility.  There is no place for statements like, “If SHE would just submit then I would do…” nor is there any place for, “I would submit if HE would just show that he loved me more…”  The actions of the other person are not to have any effect on our individual actions as husbands and wives.

Love
This word love is agape love.  It is important first to realize that this love is not responsive.  This is the same love that God has for us and pours into us.  This love is unconditional.  This is the love that is outlined in 1 Corinthians 13.  The husband is to be the source of this love in the marriage.  The husband is given special responsibility to be abiding in the Lord and being the conduit of this amazing unconditional love that pours into the family from the Lord.  


It is also striking to notice that the husband is told to love the wife in four different ways, two of which we will explore in this study and the other two in following studies.  It seems that if Paul was that emphatic as to repeat the command for husband to love their wives four times in eight verses it must be incredibly important!

Christ loved the church
Here is our standard.  The husband is to love his wife with the same love, the same quality of love and the same caliber of love with which Christ loved the Church.  This is of vital importance to us.  No matter how much we think we have loved our wives the infinite standard of Christ’s love for the Church shows us beyond a shadow of a doubt that we can never say, “Well, it looks like I’m all done loving my wife as Christ loved the Church!”  Rather it is a day to day commitment and choice to pour Christ’s love into the marriage with each passing day.  This means that the responsibility of the husband to continue abiding in the Lord is something that doesn’t just affect his relationship with the Lord, but it also affects others.  He has more reasons to walk with the Lord daily because of his responsibility to live up to his charge as a husband.

gave himself up for her
This is the first type of love that is displayed here: sacrificial love.  Most men may not have many opportunities to physically die for their wives.  This, however, would not be out of the realm of the passage here.  Certainly the husband who is walking in the Lord should be willing to give his life to defend her.  This has deeper application, though.  Christ laid aside his privilege and humbled himself to love the Church (Philippians 2).  This is the same demand being made for husbands.  He is to be setting aside his own dreams, hopes, desires, selfishness with time and money, to put her needs above his own.  Husbands giving themselves up for their wives may be displayed in terms of defending her from a dangerous animal, but it may also be displayed in giving up an extra round of golf in order to be with her, help her and support her.  This is a deep, day by day commitment.

Verse 26
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,

make her holy
This is the second love that we see: sanctifying love.  The husband is charged with the task of making her spiritual growth a priority.  This idea of making her holy (“sanctifying her” in the King James Version) has the idea of setting her apart for the Lord.  The word “sanctify” simply means to set someone or something apart to the Lord.  Often times we have a picture in the culture that men are supposed to be gross, lewd or crude and let the women get used to it, as if it were something that were good for her.  This could not be further from the truth.  Husbands are to be protecting their wives from the things that are sinful and would draw her further from Christ, not conditioning her for life in the world.

cleansing her
The Greek word used here has the sense of purifying the wife from sin and defilement.  It must be noted that this cleansing is not a police officer, legalistic type of cleansing that points out every time she sins, or makes a mistake.  Rather this is a cleansing that comes from the very lifestyle and nature of the union.  Whereas the “sanctification” has the idea of setting her apart from sin and worldliness, this is more the idea of washing the sin that is already there, and that breaks her fellowship with the Lord.  How the husband is to do this is also explained.

through the word
The word is to be the vehicle with which this cleansing and washing is done.  The washing and cleansing are not to be done by putting down a law for her to follow, nor by a constant nagging, “I saw you sin again!” Rather this is to be done through the word.  This word for “word” is referencing the spoken word.  It gives us the idea that the husband is to be speaking the word to his wife.  It is part of his function to be saturated with godly speech and using that oral communication to help cleanse her.  This means that it is placed on husbands to a part of the communication process, even if it is not the most natural thing to him.

Verse 27
and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

present her
This idea of presentation of the bride is something that is based upon Jewish wedding customs.  This is something that is very interesting and wonderful.  When a man wanted to marry a women he would meet with her father to negotiate a bride price.  When the man was accepted by the girl’s father she would be called “set apart” or “sanctified” as being dedicated for only him.  This was in anticipation of the time when the Father would say to the groom: “Go get your bride!” at which point she would be presented to him as wholly his, and he wholly hers.  This is the picture that we are being presented here.  The husband is preparing his wife for her presentation to Christ as we are, in the Church, the bride of Christ.  

radiant church
The word here translated “radiant” is brought through in other translations as “glorious” it could also be translated with words like “illustrious” or “honorable.”  Here is the amazing thing that we see in the relationship between the Christ and the Church, that then has a parallel as something that is supposed to be illustrated by us as husbands and wives. Christ did not just save poor sinners, so that they could be poor, weak, broken sinners in heaven.  God’s plan was to cleanse and sanctify sinners, and restore them to the place of glory and honor that he designed them for originally!  We may have heard it presented that we will be washed up on the shores of heaven, beaten and half alive.  But the reality is our entry into heaven, either by death or by rapture, will be the most glorious moment of our lives.  We will have our sin nature fully removed from us!  We will no longer even desire to sin any longer!  The Lord will then share with us the glory of Christ.  We will not wash helplessly up on heavens shores, we will march in victorious and rejoicing because of what Christ has done and not at all because of what we have done!  Praise the Lord, he has given us such a high calling and done all for us!

holy and blameless
This is a truth that is based on the work of the Lord Jesus.  What he did on the cross is what makes us holy (set apart) and blameless (without occasion for conviction) it is full dependent on HIS glorious work, on the basis of HIS cross and HIS blood.  So here we see that it is the job of husbands to spur their wives on towards that knowledge by speaking to them about the sanctification that is going on right now, and about how they are ultimately set apart for Christ at His coming!  This is a marvelous thing!  Not only is this reality ours in Christ, but we have the greatest opportunity in the world to act out this divine romance in our own marriage relationships.  We have a chance to see the divine passion love and power at work in our own marriages and our own lives.  It is beyond anything we could ever hope for!
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