[image: image1.png]Ephesians 4:11: ‘'some as’

¢ Paul used this « In 1 Corinthians
phrase because 12 Paul presented
while he has been the same truth in

referring to oneness another way by

in the body of Christ asking questions
& truths that apply with an implied “no
to all, spiritual gifts answer: “Are all
mean diversity in apostles? Are all
the body of Christ. prophets?...”.



[image: image2.png]Ephesians 4:11:
‘apostles, and... prophets’

¢ The apostles were  « The prophets
special messengers served an interim

from the Lord, sent role in conveying

to convey the good specific truths to
news of Jesus the church prior to
Christ (Acts 1:8) the completion of all

of the books of the

New Testament (1
Corinthians 13:8-13)



[image: image3.png]Apostles & prophets in
the book of Ephesians

+ Ephesians 2:20, “having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus Himself being the corner stone,”

+ Ephesians 3:5, “which in other generations was not
made known to the sons of men, as it has now
been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in
the Spirit;

These are
gifted to the
church for:

« foundation

+ revelation

+ Ephesians 4:11, “And He gave some as apostles,
and some as prophets, and some as evangelists,

and some as pastors and teachers,”

« edification




[image: image4.png]Ephesians 4:11: ‘evangelists’

¢ The name of one * And Paul called
evangelist in the upon Timothy to
New Testament “do the work of

was Philip, who was an evangelist”
first recognized as a (2 Timothy 4:5).

deacon (Acts 6:1_-6) + Evangelists gave
then, an evangelist the ‘good news’
(Acts chapter 8 & of Jesus Christ
Acts 21:8). personally.



[image: image5.png]Ephesians 4:11:
‘pastors and teachers’

* The Greek word

for a ‘shepherd’,
is here translated

as ‘pastors’.

« Interestingly, this
is the only use of
that Greek word
(poimen) as a
spiritual gift in the
New Testament.

¢ Pastors, who are
also called ‘elders’
or ‘overseers’ (Acts
20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-
4), must be able to
teach (1 Timothy
3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9),
& to provide for the
care of God'’s flock
in other ways.



[image: image6.png]Ephesians 4:11:
‘pastors and teachers’

* And there is also * Teaching is the
a gift of teaching, explanation of the
which does not meaning of the
require that a word of God, so
person be gifted that all of us in
as a shepherd (Acts the body of Christ
13:1; Romans 12:7; have a livable

1 Corinthians 12:28).  understanding...

so that we are ever more clearly beholding
Christ though His word (2 Corinthians 3:18).



[image: image7.png]Are you ready?

e Inverse 12, Paulis * This will be a pivotal

about to tell us the insight, because
purpose for which we are about to see
Christ gave gifted why we are meeting
believers as gifts here this morning,
to the church. & at other times, &

why we maintain
fellowship with
one another.
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[image: image9.png]Ephesians 4:12: ‘for the equipping
of the saints for the work of service’

* The giftedness * The Greek word
of those given by that is translated
Christ to the church ‘service’ here is
is intended to equip often translated
all of the people in ‘ministry’ (KJV, &
the church, that is... in other places).

« to prepare all of the - It is actually all the
people in the church  others in the church
(Ephesians 4:7) for who are the ones
the work of serving. ‘in the ministry’!



[image: image10.png]Ephesians 4:12:
‘to the building up of the body of Christ’

« The giving of the * So that we don't
gifted people to the lose sight of what
body of Christ, who “the building up of
are given so as to the body of Christ”
be equipping the means, Paul spells
saints, has this focal  that out in full depth
point: “building up of & spiritual detail in
the body of Christ”. verse 13.

So it is the saved people (saints) who are
in mind - not the building or the organization.



[image: image11.png]Ephesians 4:13:
‘until we all attain’

* The word ‘until’ * The word “attain”
underscores that tells us that this is
what God is doing going somewhere,
here among us is & that it is real.

His process. » We are not left to

* “we all’ means that see how it all turns
every single one of out, or to look upon
us is included — it is what God is doing
not just for some as having a purely

special group. hypothetical goal.



[image: image12.png]Ephesians 4:13:
‘to the unity of the faith’

 First we'll start ¢ Our aim, then,
with “the faith”: includes the unity in

- It is the specific set that set of doctrines
of doctrines taught (which will contrast
by the apostles; this ~ With verse 14), not
tells us that God just as spiritual
intends for a center ~ data, nor as just a
of focus for our unifying experience
gathering is to be among all of us as

that set of doctrines.  human beings.



[image: image13.png]“The faith” in the New Testament
as a specific set of teachings

*Acts 6:7; 13:8; ¢ Colossians 1:23; 2:7
14:22;16:5 1 Timothy 1:2; 3:9;

¢ 1 Corinthians 16:13 4:1,6; 5:8; 6:10,21

2 Corinthians 13:5 2 Timothy 3:8; 4.7

« Galatians 1:23; 6:10 Titus 1:13

* Ephesians 4:5,13 Jude 3

« Philippians 1:27 Revelation 2:13

(Not an exhaustive list)



[image: image14.png]Building up the body of Christ is defined,
in part, by unity in “the faith” —not diversity

1 Corinthians 1:10 (KJV), “Now | beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and
that there be no divisions among you; but that
ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.”



[image: image15.png]Ephesians 4:13:
‘of the knowledge of the Son of God’

o Lest we think that ¢ The Son of God,

“the unity of the of course, is the
faith” is purely person of Jesus
factual, Paul makes Christ (Luke 1:35 &
it quite personal: 22:70; 2 Corinthians
“of the knowledge 1:19; John 1:49).

of the Son of God”. . AJl this - what we

* The word translated are doing here this
“knowledge” tells us morning - is aimed
‘intensive & deep’. at knowing Christ.



[image: image16.png]Knowing the written word of God is
for knowing the Living Word of God

« Books & binders « If all these things &

& papers & Bibles all of our gatherings
& study software together really bring
& handouts & us to more deeply &
sermons & all intimately knowing
of our electives Jesus Christ our
are worthless! Lord & Savior, then
« Unless they bring they are priceless,
us to know Christ since He is always

more deeply. & forever worthy!



[image: image17.png]Ephesians 4:13:
‘to a mature man’

* Paul really does « This is not just
mean a mature individual spiritual
man here - but what maturity, though
is he saying, then? Scripture presents

- He is saying that that as God's intent
the body of Christ (Colossians 1:28),
(the church) is to but the growth of
be growing towards ~ the body as a whole
maturity together, — a single organism,

not each apart. not an organization.



[image: image18.png]Ephesians 4:13
‘to the measure of the stature
which belongs to the fullness of Christ’

* How does one * And the full
measure maturity measure of that
among us here in maturity is not just
this part of the some percentage
body of Christ? of Christ, but the

- Christ is the singular ~ fullness of Him.
measure of maturity
(spiritual success).



[image: image19.png]Ephesians 4:13 &
2 Corinthians 3:18 compared

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a

mature man, to the measure of the stature
which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

Compare to 2 Corinthians 3:18: “But we all,
with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from glory to glory, just as
from the Lord, the Spirit.”
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[image: image21.png]Ephesians 4:11 expanded & explained

And Christ gave gifted people as gifts to the
church, distributed through the instrumentality
and will of the Holy Spirit, giving some to be
apostles and also some as prophets, in the
foundational apostolic era, then He also gave
as gifts for the entire church until the rapture
some as evangelists, who are especially gifted
to tell the good news of Jesus Christ, and
some as pastors who indeed have the gift

of teaching as central to their ministry, and
also some as teachers,



[image: image22.png]Ephesians 4:12 expanded & explained

these gifted people are gifted by Christ to the
church for this purpose: spiritual equipping
of the ones already made positionally to be
saints so that those saints are thereby
equipped for the work of service within the
body, and all of this is to have the purpose
of building up the body of Christ — the entire
gathering of those who are saints in Christ
Jesus;



[image: image23.png]Ephesians 4:13 expanded & explained

what has been described above is to take
place until such time as we saints all -
every single one - attain to the singular
comprehensive understanding and living
expression of the one set of teachings of
doctrine and practice which was presented
by the apostles, and of the personal and
intensive knowledge of the Jesus Christ,
the very Son of God,



[image: image24.png]Ephesians 4:13 expanded & explained

that being expressed as one single spiritually
mature body, and that maturity being
measured by no less than the entirety of the
incomparable glory of the person of Jesus
Christ Himself — with whom we were and

are spiritually identified and to whose glory
we are being transformed as we behold
Christ through His word and will one day be
ultimately transformed and to whose image
we are being and will one day be conformed.
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