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[image: image2.png]Jews & Christians are called ‘People of the Book'.

Muhammad, Jews & Christians

* Islam’s prophet * Muhammad also
Muhammad (570- had contact with
632 AD) had some some who were
contact with Jews called Christians,
descended from but who seemed
those Jews who to convey some
remained from strange doctrines
the Babylonian to Islam’s prophet,

Captivity. Muhammad.



[image: image3.png]The basics of Islam

» To become a Muslim, one simply has to
submit to the laws of God as stated in the
Qur’an. This appeals much to a man’s
intellect & desire to do something for his
salvation.

* The Quran presents God (Allah) as
transcendent, or unknowable. He is
“Wholly Other” & “There is nothing
like unto Him” (Quran 42:11).



[image: image4.png]The basics of Islam

Allah reveals His will, but not Himself.

Man’s separation from God is viewed
as a fact rather than a problem.

Reconciliation is not the issue, but rather
submission & obedience are taught to
put man into the correct slave/master
relationship with God.

No new nature is needed, only better
works & obedience.



[image: image5.png]Perspective on Muhammad

» Although not considered divine,
Muhammad'’s example was considered
perfect.

» Abdalati (Islamic author) writes: “He stands
in history as the best model for man in piety
and perfection. He is a living proof of what
man can be and of what he can accomplish
in the realm of excellence and virtue”.



[image: image6.png]Islam’s Teaching on Mankind

« Adam was the first man, created in heaven
& removed after he sinned.

« Mankind was created innocent, but chose
to sin:

—Mankind is misled but not fallen.

—We are intrinsically weak, frail,
& imperfect.

—We are forgetful of God, whose
name is Allah.



[image: image7.png]Revelation of Allah to Man

Prophets are sinless (almost)

Qur’an (Koran) came through Gabriel (Jibril)
Hadith (Sayings of Muhammad)

Sira (Muhammad’s biography)



[image: image8.png]Jesus Christ is human

» He is a unique prophet, mentioned in 93
verses & 15 suras of the Qur'an; in the Qu'ran
He is identified as “Isa”, the Messiah, the
Word of Allah, the son of Mary & the Spirit
of Allah; He is Allah’s prophet to the Jews.

» Jesus Christ foretold the coming of
Muhammad (John 14:26), "But the Helper*
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
My name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all that | said to
you.” *Gk periklytos = the praised one =
Muhammad; the Greek text reads parakiefos



[image: image9.png]Jesus Christ is not
God or the Son of God

“It is not befitting to (the majesty of) God
that He should beget a son...” (19:35).

“They say, ‘God hath begotten a son’...
No warrant have ye for this! (10:68).

“Say not ‘Trinity': desist: it will be better for
you: for Allah is One God: glory be to Him:
(far exalted is He) above having a son.
(4:171).



[image: image10.png]Salvation by works

» Consists of both belief (iman) & action (amal)
* Belief consists of:

—The oneness of Allah

—The Muhammad as His prophet

—The Quran as Allah’s revelation through
the angel Gabriel (Jibril)

—Life after death

—God decrees everything, including the
death of the infidels who are not Muslim.



[image: image11.png]Salvation by works

Good works consist

of these pillars:
« The confession
(shahada)

* Prayer 5X a day

* Fasting (Ramadan)

* Almsgiving (2V2%)

+ Pilgrimage to
Mecca, if possible

+ Jihad (struggle)




[image: image12.png]Qur’ an (Koran)

< Sources include the Jewish Talmud,
Jewish apocrypha, Christian apocrypha,
& Zoroastrian doctrines, plus...

» Borrows many practices & symbols from
pre-Islamic & pagan Arabia such as
those surrounding the visits to the hills
of Safa & Marwas in the hajj ceremony,
& also the throwing of stones against a
stone pillar symbolizing Satan.



[image: image13.png]The Hadith (Sayings)

The source of traditional sayings
of Muhammad

Contains most of Muhammad’s “miracles”
Bukhari admitted collecting 300,000 hadith
— Considered 100,000 to be true

— Narrowed them down to 7,275 with
many repetitions

There are various traditions of the Hadith:
Bukhari, Mulsim, Abu Du’ad, Al-Tirmidhi,
Al Nasa, Ibn Madja



[image: image14.png]Islam on Final Things

This life is a preparation for the next.
Every person will taste death.

Two angels (named Munkar & Nakir)
will question the dead in the grave.

Unbelievers will be tormented in the
grave & after the final resurrection.

The “Final Hour” will be preceded by
disintegration of nature & universal sin,
somewhat parallel to “The Tribulation”.

Jesus will come again, pointing all
toward Muhammad.
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» The word means ‘striving’ or ‘struggle’.

» Often used in the sense of personal striving
in the path of God.

* “The more common interpretation, and that
of the overwhelming maijority of the classical
jurists and commentators, presents jihad as
armed struggle for Islam against infidels and

apostates.” - Bernard Lewis, professor of
Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University



[image: image16.png]Jihad & Non-Muslims

* (9:5) “Fight and slay the pagans wherever
you find them, and seize them, beleager
them, and lie in wait for them in every
stratagem.”

* (9:29) “Fight those who believe not in Allah
nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden
which hath been forbidden by Allah and His
Prophet, nor acknowledge the religion of
Truth, (even if they are) of the People of the
Book, until they pay the jizyah with willing
submission, and feel themselves subdued.”



[image: image17.png]Jihad & Non-Muslims

(47:4-7) “When you meet unbelievers, smite
their necks, then, when you have made wide
slaughter among them, tie fast the bonds;
then set them free, either by grace or ransom,
till the war lays down its loads...And those
who are slain in the way of God, He will not
send their works astray. He will guide them,
and dispose their minds aright, and He will
admit them to Paradise, that He has made
known to them.”



[image: image18.png]East of the Roman Empire:
The Parthian Empire (247 BC - ~224 AD)

Parthian Buildings Approximate Parthian
Empire Boundary



[image: image19.png]Petra, captured by Rome

* Petra was in the
western portion of the
Arabian / Petraean
culture, & was fixed,
so the Romans
conquered Petra,
but...



[image: image20.png]Brief history of Muhammad

» The history of the origins of Islam is recorded
in the Qu'ran & the Hadith, but mostly in the
Sira & often presented at face value. We will
present a few assumed “facts” about Islam
here, but soon see why those “facts” are
questionable.

» Muhammad was born into the powerful
Quraysh tribe in Mecca in 570 AD.

» He married a wealthy widow Khadija 15
years his senior, one of his several wives.

* In 610 AD (at 40 years of age) Muhammad
received his calling from the angel Gabriel.



[image: image21.png]Brief history of Muhammad

* Muhammad was afraid of the source of his
revelation, thinking that it came from a jinn,
but Khadija convinced him it was from God.

» Key events: Hijra (=flight, 622), Battle of Badr,
Battle of Uhud, siege of Medina, Mecca falls.

¢ Muhammad died
in 632, leaving
the “sacred”
documents &
matters to
others.



[image: image22.png]Some puzzling & interesting facts

* The Qu’ran says that Muslims are to pray
toward Mecca (2:144, 149-150), but...

+ All of the earliest mosques do not face toward
Mecca — & some even face near Jerusalem!

» The Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem has eight
sides, but faces no direction!



[image: image23.png]Some puzzling & interesting facts

» The earliest copies
of the Qu'ran are
from about 100
years after the life
of Muhammad, or
later.

* Those earliest
copies date to the
period after we find | )
mosques facing
Mecca.




[image: image24.png]Some puzzling & interesting facts

» Mecca, the 15t most
holy place of Islam,
may not have the
significant origins
the Qu’ran describes.

» During the life of
Muhammad, Mecca
was not the major
trading center the
Qu’ran describes.
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The History of Islam

Birth of Muhammad

the Hijrah

the capture of Mecca

the death of Muhammad

the conquest of Jerusalem and Damascus

the construction of the Dome of the Rock,
Jerusalem

the conquest of Cordova, Spain, and the
expansion into the Indus Valley

the Battle of Tours, France

| | the capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders

the fall of Constantinople

The initial
history of Islam
begins in the
period of time
we have called
the Medieval
Church period
(from 590
t01517),
encompassing
nearly 1000
years.
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hundred years after
the death of Mohammed;
the Muslim advance was
finally turned back in Tours, France



[image: image27.png]Battle of Tours, France

A barbarian of the bl Battie of
Franks, Charles
Martel (688-741) ._ -
was most famous ... 7 / e
for the Battle of =

Tours (732), near %{“@
Poitiers, in which ' 77
he led an army
that defeated the
Saracen Moors

in their invasion

of France.
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Martel’ name ant "hmmer“, dscrlbing
the way he drove back the Islamic invasion.



[image: image29.png]Fall of Constantinople in 1453

» Constantinople, a
bastion for Eastern
Christendom & a
key connection
point between
Europe & Asia,
fell to Islamic
invaders in 1453.

Fall of Constantinople,
Parisian painting, 1499



[image: image30.png]Battle of Lepanto, 1571

Defeat of Islamic naval forces
by Christendom’s naval forces
near New Testament Corinth.



[image: image31.png]Wahhabi Reforms

Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-\WWahhab,
in 18t century Arabia

Called for the purification of Islam
Encouragement of original thinking
Focus on the application here & now
Favored militant methods

Only among Sunni Muslims



[image: image32.png]Osama Bin Laden

» Born Mar 10, 1957, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia; d. May 2, 2011
Abbottabad, Pakistan

» Father became a billionaire during the
oil boom of the 1970’s (construction)

» Degree in economics / business

» Had four wives & 15 children

» Three complaints against the US
— Americans in the Muslim holy land
— Oppression of Iraq
— American support of Israel



[image: image33.png]Osama Bin Laden

» 1998 Fatwah (official Islamic declaration)

—“...to kill Americans and their allies - civilians
and military - is an individual duty for every
Muslim who can do it in any country in which
it is possible...”

—“...to liberate the al-Agsa
Mosque” and to remove
their armies from the
lands of Islam.
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[image: image35.png]Shia & Sunni sects

» The Shi'a (Partisans of Ali) emphasize a
dynastic leadership based on the family of
Muhammad. They make up roughly 10-15%
of all Muslims and are concentrated in Iran,
southern Iragq and southern Lebanon. Pockets
of Shi’a also live in Saudi Arabia and Syria,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India.

» The Sunni (literally, “principle” or “tradition”)
do not believe that Islamic leaders must be
from the dynasty based on Ali. They elect
their leadership based on merit and devout
Islamic principles.



[image: image36.png]Trends in the Islamic world

1. Secularization: Western culture from
America & Europe is making an impact on
many countries through the oil trade &
technology imports. Many countries that
formerly staunchly opposed anything from
outside the Muslim world are cracking their
doors to commerce & tourism. Examples are
Algeria, Turkey, & Qatar. Along with this
openness comes the corruption of Western
television & media. Opposition to these

influences brings, at its extreme, the second
main trend.



[image: image37.png]Trends in the Islamic world

2. Islamists, or radical Muslim groups. Less
than 10% of all Muslims are fundamental,
strictly practicing their religion. However, this
less than 10% is a very outspoken & zealous
arm of Islam. Fundamentalists or Islamic
conservatives often turn into Islamists, radical
in their pursuit of an ideal Muslim society.
They are particularly active among student
groups & use radio broadcasts, literature,
mosque building, & even terrorism to bring
their own countries & others under Islamic law.




[image: image38.png]Roman Catholic Catechism on the Muslims

841 The Church's relationship with the
Muslims. "The plan of salvation also includes
those who acknowledge the Creator, in the first
place amongst whom are the Muslims; these
profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and
together with us they adore the one, merciful
God, mankind's judge on the last day."330

Footnote 330 references Lumen gentium 16,
generated from the Second Vatican Council

(October ‘62 — December ‘65). Unfortunately,
the judgment on ‘the last day’ is not for those
who are saved (John 12:48; Rev. 20:11-15).




[image: image39.png]» Jesus said to him,
“l am the way, and
the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the
Father but through
Me.” John 14:6

« “Beloved, while | was
making every effort to
write you about our
common salvation, |
felt the necessity to
write to you appealing
that you contend
earnestly for the faith
which was once for all
handed down to the
saints.” Jude 3

“More than that, | count all
hings to be loss in view of
he surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom | have
suffered the loss of all
hings, and count them but
rubbish so that | may gain
Christ, 9 and may be
ound in Him, not having a
righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but
hat which is through faith
in Christ, the righteous-
ness which comes from
God on the basis of faith”
Philippians 3:8-10
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A comparison of the beliefs of Islam versus Christianity
	BELIEF  
	ISLAM 
	CHRISTIANITY 

	God
	Only one god - called Allah
	Only one God - a triune being called God or Yahweh

	Jesus
	A prophet who was virgin-born, but not the Son of God
	Divine son of God who was virgin-born. He is God's Word and Savior to humanity

	Crucifixion
	Jesus was not crucified. Someone was substituted for Jesus and He hid until He could meet with the disciples
	A fact of history that is necessary for the atonement of sin and the salvation of believers

	Jesus' Resurrection
	Since Muslims do not believe in the Crucifixion, there is no need to believe in the Resurrection
	A fact of history that signifies God's victory over sin and death

	Trinity
	A blasphemy signifying belief in three gods. In Islam, the Trinity is mistakenly thought to be God, Jesus, and Mary
	The one God is eternally revealed in three coequal and coeternal persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit

	Sin
	Sin is disobedience to the established law. Sin does not grieve Allah.
	Sin is rebellion against God. Sin grieves God

	Man
	Man is created by Allah and is sinless
	Man is created in God's image and is sinful by nature

	Salvation
	Salvation is achieved by submitting to the will of Allah. There is no assurance of salvation - it is granted by Allah's mercy alone
	Salvation is a gift accepted by faith in the atonement of Jesus Christ on the Cross and provided through God's grace

	Bible
	Muslims accept the Bible (especially the Pentateuch, Psalms, and Gospels) insofar as it agrees with the Qur'an
	The Bible is the inspired Word of God that is complete and not to be added to

	Qur'an (Koran)
	A later revelation that supersedes and corrects errors in the Bible
	Not accepted as divine revelation

	Muhammad
	The last in the line of prophets and, therefore, the final authority in spiritual matters
	Not accepted as a prophet or legitimate theological source

	Angels
	These divine messengers are created from light and are not worshipped. Satan is an angel
	Angels are defined in the Bible as heavenly servants of God who act as His messengers

	Last Days
	There will be bodily resurrection and final judgment with final destination. All Muslims go to heaven, though some must be purged of their sins first. All infidels are destined for hell
	There will be bodily resurrection in the last days. Final judgment and eternal destination (heaven or hell) will be decided based on acceptance of Jesus as Savior and His removal of the sin which separates each person from God


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.png]What is Islam?

Islam (“submission”) is
the religion of all who

believe that Muhammad * )
was God’s prophet.
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A Muslim – Jewish – Christian Family Tree
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