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THE APOSTLE JOHM, THE FATHERS,
AND PREMILLEMNIALISHM IM ASIA MINOR

“Among [the Ante-Nicene Fathers] some strong men were advocates of
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1. Johnin Ephesus: Irenseus, 4g. Her. 11, XX, 5;
I, 15 10, HE, 4; Clement of Alexandria, furs
Qives Selvetvr, Ch. KLU ; Eusebius, O4. Ars?.,

I, 15 T, XX, 115 1, XXN0, 4 8 6; Polycrates,
H1, XxXl, 4; ¥, XK1Y, 3-4.

see Eusebius, £4. Aist.,

2. lgnatius and Polycarp: ignatius, £pis?. fo
Ep#., Ch.XNl; Epis?. 2o Meg., Ch.XY. Ignatius
visited Polycarp enroute to martyrdom in Rome.
No early writer suggests a Johanine connection.

3. Polycarp and John: Irenaeus, dg. #Her., 111, 11,
4; Tertullian, Fres. &g Her., Cho XX,

4. Papias snd John: (Pro) Iremweus, dg. Her., ¥,
X¥XI1, 4; {(Con} Eusebius, £A. Hisi., 111, XXX,
3-4; Polycarp: see Lightfoot, d4pss. Frs., Pt 2,
for. £ Foly., ¥ol. 1, p. 442,
see Quasten/Plumpe, 4.8 8., Didecthe, p. 108,

5. Justin Martyr and Ephesus: On “the Xystus” or
broad avenue, see Justin's 277, Ch. | and Euseb.,

Prepared by Larry ¥. Crutchfield, Ph.D.
{Version 1.0)

Ignatius: perhaps;

— Association doubtful
- Association probable

== Association virtually
certain

Ch Hise IV, RV, 6; Polycarp: see Lightfoot,
Apos. Frs., P2, jgn. & Foly., Yol 1, p. 444,
Papias: pessibly; length of J's Ephesian visit?

. Melito and Polucarp: see Lightfoot, dzss. Frs.,
Pt. 2, /gn. & Foly., Vol 1, p. 444, |renaeus:
likely, see Anis-Hicense Frs., 8:750.

7_ Apellinaris and Polycarp: see Lightfoot, dpes.
Frs  PLZ, ign & Fely.,¥ol. 1, p. 444. That
there would have been contact with Papiss also
i5 certain, and with Melito, most likely.
Irenacus and Polycarp/Smyrna: Eusebius, £4.
His?. ¥, %X, That irenesus could “describe the
very place in which . . . Polycarp sat as he dis-
coursed,” etc., suggests residence at Smyrna.
Papias: probably, see Shimeall, Secend Com-

frg, p. 67, Melito: likely, see dnle- Hicene
Frs., 8:750.

#C.A, Briggs, "Origin and History of Premillenarian-
ism,"” Lufharan Puarforlfy 9 (April 1879):228.
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« Human tendencies to want to make the
future known or to be understood in the
present have brought:

» The tendency to read biblical prophecies
into the people & events of the past or the
present.

* The tendency to make predictions regarding
specific dates, events & people on the near
term time horizon.

» The tendency to allegorize Scripture so as
to fit the above inclinations.
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» Judgments & resurrections of different groups
at different times before or after the 2" coming.

» Varying views of the timing of the rapture, if a
rapture is held to take place.
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» Judgments & resurrections of different groups
at different times before or after the 2" coming.

» Church does not replace Israel
» Varying views of the timing of the rapture.
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+ All judgments & resurrections at 29 coming.
» No Tribulation, Church replaces Israel.

* Inclined to see Tribulation as descriptions of
Church age events (historicism, that is, events
taking place in current history).
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+ All judgments & resurrections at 29 coming.
» No Tribulation, Church replaces Israel.

» Things on earth are getting better & better
in preparation for Christ 2 Coming.
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Church Age > Golden Age Eternity

All judgments & resurrections at 29 coming
No Tribulation, Church replaces Israel.

Things on earth are getting better & better
in preparation for Christ 2 Coming.

May include partial to total fulfillment of all
prophecy by 70 AD (Roman victory over
Israel/Jerusalem), which is Preterism.
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[image: image9.png]The two primary approaches
to the interpretation of Scripture

Literal Allegorical

* The text is to be * The text has a
interpreted literally primary meaning
unless the context that is literal, but the
clearly indicates spiritual meaning &
otherwise, giving intended message
due consideration are derived from
to the elements of the text through
language, history interpreting it by

& culture. allegory & analogy.



[image: image10.png]The two primary approaches
to the interpretation of Scripture

Literal Example Allegorical Examples

* Christ's 2"¥ Coming « Christ's “2"¢ Coming”
will take place refers to His coming
literally, when Christ into the hearts &
comes to earth to minds of those in
reign as the King the church, reigning
of Israel for 1000 through the church.
years (Zechariah « Or...Christ “came”
14; Luke 1; Acts 1; already in 70 AD,
Revelation 19-20) in judgment against

the Jews.



[image: image11.png]Pretribulation Rapture History

» We will be summarizing the history of the
Pretribulation Rapture in each time period;
you’ll find more details in the special handout.

» While there are gaps of many centuries
between known Pretribulation Rapture quotes
during the middle ages, this position, along
with the larger view of Premillennialism,
were considered unorthodox & heretical.

» There is evidence of editing or eliminating
Premillennial writings during this time, when
those who might have held this position were
often slaughtered, & their writings destroyed.
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» Jesus & the apostles interpreted prophetic
Scripture passages literally (Matthew 23;
Luke 1:26-33; Acts 1:6-8; Revelation 1:1-20).

» They taught that Israel has a separate identity
& future from the Church (Acts 1:6-8; Romans
9-11; Galatians 3:28)

» They taught that the Church would be raptured
prior to a 7 year Tribulation period (Romans
5:9: 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18; 5:9;
Revelation 3:10; 4-19).

» They taught a literal 1000 year reign of Christ
(Luke 1:26-33; Acts 1:6-8; Revelation 20:1-7).
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* Most of the church believed in a literal
1000 year reign of the Messiah at His
2nd coming — these were called chiliasts.

» But even Justin Martyr (100-168), who
said that anyone who didn’t believe in
a literal 1000 year reign of Christ was
a heretic, also said that the church
had replaced Israel — so, allegorical
interpretation was slipping in already.
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“The most striking point in the eschatology
of the ante-Nicene Age [A.D. 100-325] is the
prominent chiliasm, or millenarianism, . . .

a widely current opinion of distinguished
teachers, such as Barnabas®*, Papia, Justin
Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Methodius, and
Lactantius.”

-History of the Christian Church, 1877, by
Philip Schaff, a Reformed theologian who did
not believe in a literal 1000 year millennium

*not the Barnabas in the New Testament



[image: image15.png]Origen of Alexandria (185-254)

Origen was discipled by Clement of Alexandria,
who taught him allegorical interpretation. ..

Origen extended allegorical interpretation &
propounded it well, establishing it increasingly
in the church as the valid approach to Scripture.

Origen questioned

the authenticity of

the book of Revelation,
and interpreted it
allegorically.
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» Matthew 24:30 is where Christ describes
Himself as coming through the clouds at
His 2@ Coming to establish His kingdom.

* Instead Origen said that this passage
referred to the coming of Christ into the
souls of those of the openhearted when
they accept the truths of Scripture.

* He said that verses on the 2™ coming
of Christ referred to the mature believer
seeing Christ in the hidden allegorical
meanings in Scripture.
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» The Tribulation period judgments described
in Revelation 6-19 were not literal events
yet to take place, but a description of the
struggles a person must come through
on the way to union with Christ.

* Matthew 24:40, where there are two men
laboring in the field, one taken and one left,
represents the good and bad influences on
a person’s will.

» Any passage not allegorized was still
considered immature and not yet spiritual.



[image: image18.png]Pretribulation Rapture in the Early Church

» Shepherd of Hermas (written ~110 AD)
says, “You have escaped from great
tribulation on account of your faith”.

+ Victorinus (270 AD), in his commentary
on the book of Revelation makes two
references to the church being “taken
away” or having “gone out of the midst”.
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» With Christianity * Premillennial & literal
having gained the views of the Bible
political & military became increasingly
support of the Roman  under official
Empire, the Church suppression, since
was becoming much those views stood
more comfortable in in opposition to the

the world, viewing the  Amillennial view of
Kingdom as already the established
present in the form of  Church which was

the ruling, reigning seen as the kingdom.
Church.



[image: image20.png]Pretribulation Rapture in the Imperial Church

* 374-627 AD: In his sermon known as On the
Last Times, the Antichrist, and the End of the
World or Sermon on the End of the World,
Section 2, attributed to Ephraem the Syrian,
is found, “For all the saints and elect of God
are gathered, prior to the tribulation that is to
come, and are taken to the Lord lest they see
the confusion that is to overwhelm the world
because of our sins.”
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[image: image24.png]The impact of three teachings

* The late Imperial & Medieval Church taught
that 1) the Church replaces Israel, that 2)
the Church was the earthly kingdom, that
3) the events of Revelation 6-19 were
taking place during the Church Age, all
reinforced through allegorical interpretation.

» These views, taken together, caused
a great many to view the Barbarian,
Moslem & Viking invasions as well as
the subsequent black plague epidemics
as judgments of God against the sins of
the people (see Deuteronomy 28:14-68).
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[image: image27.png]Spiritual Franciscans

» The Franciscan order, founded by Francis
of Assisi (1182-1226), put forth these end
times teachings:

» That the pope had become the “great
antichrist”.

» That Revelation chapters 2 & 3 presented
successive periods in church history
(expressed by Peter Olivi,1248-1298).



[image: image28.png]Pretribulation Rapture in the Medieval Church

* The History of Brother Dolcino attributes to him
what seems to be a pretribulation rapture
position about 1304 AD. He was of the Italian
group called the “Apostolic Brethren”.

» Brother Dolcino was put to death by hot pincers
& burning in June 1307, but this was likely not
entirely for his position on future things, since
he had also declared his “Apostolic Brethren”
group independent of the established church.



[image: image29.png]The Issues of the Reformation

What was new What was unchanged
* The basis of » Politically & militarily
authority (Scripture) aligned churches

* The basis of  Allegorical
salvation (faith) interpretation of

+ Personal Bible study ~ much of Scripture
& interpretation (Israel B Church)
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[image: image32.png]John Nelson Darby (1800-1882)

Darby formulated a
defined dispensational
& rapture teaching in
combination with

recognizing that the
Church’s future &
identity is distinct from
Israel’s future & identity.
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» Scofield Reference Bible published 1917

* WWI (1914-18) & WWII (1940-45) dashed the
optimism of Postmillennialism, causing a shift
to Amillennial & Dispensational views.

+» Dallas Theological Seminary founded 1924
* Israel becomes a nation again May 14,1948
» Post WWII resurgence in Postmillennialism

» Compromise of Dispensational views with
Amillennial / Postmillennial views, starting
1980s — Progressive Dispensationalism

» Open theism gains ground 1990s - present
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While the Pretribulation Rapture and
Posttribulation Rapture Views have a longer
history, in modern times a Midtribulation
Rapture and more recently a so-called
Pre-Wrath Rapture (3/4 of the way through
the Tribulation) have been proposed.
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