[image: image1.png]Spiritual growth was not a
well-developed concept until
later in the history of the church

» Though the apostles wrote about
spiritual growth both as applied
to a church body & as applied to
individuals, deviations from Scripture
in the understanding of salvation & in
spiritual growth caused the subject of
spiritual growth to be lost in chronic
misunderstanding for centuries.
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[image: image3.png]Apostolic teaching
on spiritual growth

< Romans 8:28-29, “And we know that
God causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to
His purpose. 29 For those whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to
become conformed to the image
of His Son...
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e 2 Corinthians 3:18, “But we all,
with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, just as from the Lord,
the Spirit.”
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Philippians 3:8-11, “More than that, | count all
things to be loss in view of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom |
have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them but rubbish so that | may gain Christ, 9 and
may be found in Him, not having a righteousness
of my own derived from the Law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that /
may know Him and the power of His resurrection
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death; 11 in order that |

may attain to the resurrection from the dead.”
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of the body of believers together

Ephesians 4:12,13,15,16, “...for the equipping of
the saints for the work of service, to the building
up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of
the stature which belongs to the fullness of
Christ... 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are
to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the
head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body,
being fitted and held together by what every joint
supplies, according to the proper working of each
individual part, causes the growth of the body for
the building up of itself in love.
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1 Peter 2:2

“...like newborn babies, long for [an active
imperative] the pure milk of the word, so that
by it you may grow in respect to salvation...”

2 Peter 3:18

“...but grow [an active imperative] in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to
the day of eternity. Amen.”
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a solid foundation

The understanding of salvation became
distorted so quickly after the end of the New
Testament era that the understanding of
spiritual growth also became quickly distorted.

Once the means of salvation deviated from
simple faith in the gospel, spiritual growth
became swallowed up in meriting one’s
own salvation through the church.
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¢ The reformers addressed
the issues of salvation
& authority, but still kept
believers under the rule of
law (vs. Galatians 3:1-5).

» Since the law is a ministry
of death (2 Corinthians
3:7), & a curse (Galatians
3:10-14), there was little
given with which to grow
spiritually.



[image: image13.png]Heidelberg Catechism (1563)

Q. What is the law of the
LORD?

A. God spoke all these
words, saying: | am the
LORD your God, who
brought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of
the house of bondage.
1. You shall have no
other gods before Me...



[image: image14.png]Westminster Confessions (1646)

This law, after his
[Adam’s] Fall, continued
fo be a perfect rule of
righteousness; and, as
such, was delivered by
God upon mount Sinai in
ten commandments, and
written in two tables; the
first four commandments
containing our duty
toward God, and the
other six our duty to man.
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Two Natures & One Nature Teaching Throughout Church History

Note: Known time of teaching one nature shown in blue (approx)
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Timeline of One Nature Teachers in the Last Century+

Known time of teaching one nature shown in blue dashed line (approx)
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                                                                          1940  Dr. John MacArthur, Grace Community Church


           b 1898                D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, MD, Westminster Chapel, UK       d 1981
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        b 1930              Charles Solomon, Ed.D., Grace Life Ministries      

                                                                                                                       ?


                                                                b 1933  Dr. Charles Stanley, Baptist Church, Atlanta (recently chgd.)

                                                                                                                                    1981 Lifetime Guarantee

                                                                          ?Bill Gillham, Ph.D., Lifetime Guarantee Ministries, Ft Worth








           
?      Lee Lefebre, MSW, Exchanged Life Ministries  
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One Nature Assumption

Why is There Sin in a Believer?

“One Nature” teaching regarding
Christians, due to virtual
eradication of the Sin Nature, with
death as annihilation of the Sin
Nature, and interpreting Romans
6:6 without regard for distinctions
between position & condition.

Charismatic Approach:*
Satan is causing the believer to
sin
Demons are causing the
believer to sin
The problem is in the
unredeemed body, which is the
seat of evil

Psychological Approach:

o Dysfunctional family influences
remaining from preconversion
days

o Sinful parental influences

Reformed Approacl
Habits of preconversion life
remain in the believer
0Old grave clothes / human body
Remaining humanness

o Orneeds a “second blessing”,
per Wesley, Nazarenes, etc.

Aggressive warfare tactics
against Satan

Cast out demons from believers,
even repeatedly

Shun the body & experiences*

Analyze the residual “flesh™
Develop means for changing
the habit patterns

Talk about the thoughts &
emotions in the residual flesh
Teach a modified form of the
identification truths (per
Plymouth Brethren), with little
or no position / condition
distinction

Bring in the Law as the rule of
life

Discipline the fleshly habits
Institute accountability with
other believers to monitor the
potentially sinning believer
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