[image: image1.png]As simple as it seems...

* As simple & straightforward as it seems to
us that the Bible says that only in believing
in Christ can one be saved, with respect to
salvation, few seem to have in mind to
“contend for the faith that was once for
all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

+» Instead what we find is a widespread &
fairly rapid drifting into teachings originating
from the secular culture & human thinking &
traditions of what “religion” ought to be like.



[image: image2.png]The apostles taught that salvation
is through faith in Christ alone
by the grace of God alone

» John 20:31

» Acts 13:38,39; 15:7-11; 16:31
* Romans 3:21-30; 4:5; 10:9-11
* Galatians 3:10-29

» Ephesians 2:5-10

» Colossians 2:12-14

* 1 John 5:10-12



[image: image3.png]Any attempt to add to the simple
message of the gospel was met
with corrective teaching

« Galatians 1:6-9ff; 3:1-5
» Colossians 2:8

* 1 Timothy 1:3-7

» 2 Timothy 3:16,17

* Jude 3



[image: image4.png]Baptism in the New Testament

» Water baptism in the New Testament is
presented as a picture of the believer’s
identification with Christ in His death, burial
& resurrection (Romans 6:3-11; Colossians
2:12-13). It pictures physically what has
already taken place & is completed spiritually.

* In practice, water baptism was often done
immediately after one became a believer
(Acts 2:41; 8:35-38; 10:39-48; 16:25-33;
19:1-5), although there is no directive that it
must be done immediately after one believes.



[image: image5.png]The Lord’s Table in the New Testament

« When Christ established the Lord’s Table, it
was in the context of Israel’s observation of
Passover which was given to Israel as follows:
“‘Now this day will be a memorial to you...”
Exodus 12:14 (see also Exodus 13:3-10,
‘Remember...a sign...a reminder”).

» The Lord’s Table is a remembrance (like
Passover, it was given as a memorial, a sign,
a reminder) & proclaiming of the Lord’s death
(Luke 22: 14-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26), but
neither becomes the actual body of Christ nor
is it physically effective for salvation or growth.



[image: image6.png]Christ was offered as a sacrifice once:

Hebrews 7:27, “this He did once for all when
He offered up Himself”

Hebrews 9:12, “through His own blood...
once for all”

Hebrews 9:26, “once...the sacrifice of Himself”
Hebrews 9:28, “offered once to bear the sins”

Hebrews 10:10, “the body of Jesus Christ
once for all”

1 Peter 3:18, “Christ died for sins once for all”

Compare Roman Catholic Catechism
paragraphs 1365, 1366
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[image: image11.png]Irenaeus’ (140-202) concept of salvation

* Irenaeus didn’'t seem to understand that
Christ didn’t give His life on the cross to
simply make us “Adam again”.

» Christ did not simply put us back into Adam’s
place on earth in the garden. Way beyond
that, believers in the church age have
received grace beyond the transgression
(Romans 5:15-21), have been blessed with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places
(Ephesians 1:3) & are positionally seated with
Christ in the heavenlies (Ephesians 2:6).
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* In a process that began when the church
was still under Roman persecution, the
gospel presented by the church shifted:

» from simple faith in a saving Christ
(Acts 16:31) to faith in a saving Church

< from one mediator between God & man
(1 Timothy 2:5) to the Church as the mediator

» from salvation by faith alone through grace
alone (Ephesians 2:8,9) to salvation by faith in
earned merit through the Church’s sacraments

» from salvation symbolized by baptism & the
Lord’s table to salvation gained by them
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[image: image23.png]Abelard and the Meaning of the Atonement

Example

Peter Abelard
(1079-1142), a
Roman Catholic

theologian, presented
the idea that Christ’s
death on the cross
was “morally
encouraging” — a
position that has been
taken up by liberal &
humanistic religious
groups.
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The meaning of the Lord’s
Supper had undergone an
evolution which allowed
the Church to have total
control. Instead of being
done “in remembrance”
of a saving Christ, it was
done for salvation through
a saving Church.
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» Since the Reformation cry was “salvation
by faith alone through grace alone”, the
reformers at least had that right, even if
they retained much of the rest of what
was passed along to them.

» The reformers often retained many of the
practices of the Roman Catholic Church,
even if they changed the meaning of
many of those practices.

» Exception to the above: the Anabaptists.
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[image: image29.png]A senseless Protestant doctrinal divide

Calvinism: Arminianism
» Five points founded * Makes man’s free will

on God'’s sovereignty primary
(acronym: TULIP) - Allows loss of salvation

Confronted in the Council of Dort in the
Netherlands (1618-19), some basic errors

of this controversy were not seeing 1) spiritual
death as separation, 2) the identification truths,
3) that man cannot understand all of how God
works (Isaiah 55:9), 4) that each system must
read meanings into Scripture rather than draw
out the meaning of Scripture that God intended.



[image: image30.png]Salvation: Can one lose it
by willful intent or negligence?

» There are those groups who hold that once
one is saved, one cannot be lost (John 10:28),
while others hold that salvation once gained,
can be lost by willfulness and/or negligence.

» Cult groups typically hold to loss of salvation,
since salvation is typically by works.

< In addition, denominations which hold to loss
of salvation include Methodist, Nazarene,
most Pentecostal & Holiness churches, some
churches descending from the Anabaptists,
& some Baptist churches.



[image: image31.png]Salvation by Identification "&
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» With the teachings of John N. Darby
(1800-1882) the identification of the believer
with Christ as the means of salvation was
introduced, impacting the understanding of
salvation & of spiritual growth (next week).

» Though each of the individual passages had
been taught earlier, the significance of these
passages as a body of truths had been
overlooked in prior centuries.
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