[image: image1.png]The biblical pattern is Elders & Deacons

*» Antioch: “The church...the elders.” (Acts 11:26-30)
* Asia: “appoint elders in every church” (Acts 14:23)

+» Jerusalem: “elders” (Acts 15:2,4,6,22,23; 16:4;
21:18)

* Ephesus: “the elders of the church...overseers”
(Acts 20:17,28); “elders who rule well” (I Tim 5:17)

* Crete: “appoint elders in every city” (Titus 1:5)
* Philippi:“overseers and deacons”(Philippians 1:1)

» James’ general epistle: “the elders of the church”
(James 5:14)

* Peter’s general epistle: “the elders among you”
(I Peter 5:1,2)
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*Jerusalem: “seven men...these...them”
(Acts 6:1-6)

*Philippi: “overseers and dearnns”
(Philippians 1:1) » s b
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[image: image3.png]Elders = Overseers = Shepherds

English | Elder (noun) | Overseer | Shepherd | Shepherd
(noun®) (noun) (verb)
Greek | presbuteros | episkopos | poimen poimaino
Acts 20:17 | Acts 20:28 Acts 20:28
Eph 4:11
1 Tim 3:1,2
1 Tim 5:17,19
Titus 1:5 Titus 1:7
1 Peter 5:1 | 1 Peter 5:2 1 Peter 5:2
(*verb)




[image: image4.png]Elders setting themselves above the flock,
other elders & other churches is not biblical

» “all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shepherd” Acts 20:28
* “the flock of God among you,” 1 Peter 5:2

* “nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your
charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.”
1 Peter 5.3 (see also 2 Corinthians 1:24; 4:5)

* “‘when the Chief Shepherd [Christ] appears”,
1 Peter 5:4

* “but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among
them, does not accept what we say.” 3 John 9




[image: image5.png]Elders & Deacons
are to be selected on the basis of
character qualifications

» Acts 6:1-16

* 1 Timothy 3:1-13
* Titus 1:5-9

* 1 Peter 5:1-4



[image: image6.png]The succession & lineage is to be in
the life of Christ & in biblical truths

“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ,
keep seeking the things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on
the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3
For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”
Colossians 3:1-4

“Beloved, while | was making every effort to write you
about our common salvation, | felt the necessity to
write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for
the faith which was once for all handed down to the
saints.” Jude 3




[image: image7.png]But by the time the ink was drying
on the last New Testament book

» Clement (40-100 AD), who was called the
bishop of the church of Rome, wrote a letter to
the church in Corinth (~96 AD) in an unbiblical
exercise of authority above another church
(some speculate that he may be the Clement
of Philippians 4:3, but that is unlikely).

+ Ignatius, who died a martyr, on dates given by
scholars varying from 98 to 117 AD, was called
the bishop of the church at Antioch. Writing
to the church at Smyrna, he said, “It is not
permitted to baptize or hold a love feast
apart from the bishop”. Compare Acts 8:36-39
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[image: image10.png]Reformation period trends

» Church groups which tended to maintain
political & military ties also tended to
maintain the episcopal form of church
government, with a hierarchy of bishops over
a number of pastors or priests in a diocese.

» Church groups which did not maintain
political & military ties tended to move in
the direction of elder-led or deacon-led
churches or congregational voting or some
combination. Pastors were often still seen
as having singular day to day leadership in
the churches, a distinct role from the elders,
rather than the biblical plurality of elders.
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[image: image12.png]Congregationally governed churches

» Congregationally governed churches
tended to be formed as a reaction to the
autocratic & severe authority of those
churches that were politically & militarily
aligned, or...

+ In alignment with the government of the
nation from which the church developed.

» Either way, still looking to the secular
political system to design the governance
of the church, instead of Scripture.
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There is to be only one pope. Voting cardinals are limited

to 120, and must be under 80 years of age. An archbishop

is one who has a larger population to govern than a bishop,
and each one governs in a diocese. There are currently 2946
dioceses in the Roman Catholic Church. Each priest is over a
parish and multiple priests report to a bishop or archbishop.



[image: image15.png]The Three General Forms Of Church Governance
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[image: image16.png]Scripture does not teach
apostolic succession nor episcopal heirarchy.

Scripture does teach
apostolic doctrine succession.

2 Timothy 2:1-2
You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus. 2 The things which you
have heard from me in the presence of many

witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also.



[image: image17.png]The Church is first
a heavenly organism,
not an earthly organization

...but speaking the truth in love, we are to

grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head,

even Christ, from whom the whole body, being

fitted and held together by what every joint

supplies, according to the proper working of

each individual part, causes the growth of

the body for the building up of itself in love.
Ephesians 4:15,16
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Obey" your leaders? and submit® to them,
for they keep watch* over your souls as
those who will give® an account.

1 peitho = assent to authority

2 hegeomai = judge, appraise, assess
3 hipeiko = under + yield = yield under
4 agrupneo = literally “not sleep”

5 apodidomi, as a future active participle; this
anticipates the leaders giving an account to the
Lord on a future day (1 Corinthians 3:10-15,

1 Peter 5:4; compare also Romans 14:12).
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Therefore, | exhort the elders among you, as
your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings
of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that
is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God
among you, exercising oversight not under
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with
eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those
allotted to your charge, but proving to be
examples to the flock. 4 And when the

Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive

the unfading crown of glory.
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