[image: image1.png]New groups, movements &
organizations start because of:

Politics

Geography

Personalities

Social differences

Different bases of authority

Different methods of interpretation

Failed attempts at reform of organizations



[image: image2.png]The apostles taught that there is positionally
only one Mediator, one church & one faith

» Earthly groups, movements & organizations
don’t change that position, but they can be
in sharp conflict with it!

¢ 1 Corinthians 1:10-13; Galatians 3:28;
Ephesians 4:1-6; Colossians 3:14;
1 Timothy 2:4-7; Jude 3

» The unity of the body is by the Lord’s doing,
so the life of Christ in the believer will act
to live in that unity, so there is no value in
trying to create unity on some other basis.



[image: image3.png]Even in New Testament times there
were divisions & divergent teachings

» 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 11:18,19
e Galatians 1:6, 7

* 1 Timothy 6:20, 21

» 2 Timothy 2:16-18

* 1 John 1:9-10

* Jude 19



[image: image4.png]Gnosticism

» Gnosticism — an import
of eastern philosophy &
religion - had begun to
show itself in early forms
in the 1t century, being in
evidence in Paul’s letter
to the Colossians &
John'’s first letter.

» Gnosticism gained in
prominence & development
into the 2M & 3 centuries.



[image: image5.png]Marcion: mid-2" century

» Considered edited versions of Luke &
ten of Paul’s letters to be all of Scripture
(he totally excluded 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus).

« Marcion was anti-semitic, so his version
of the New Testament had, by editing &
selection, a minimal reference to Israel

» Marcion’s deviant version of Christianity
was in contrast, in many aspects, with
the also deviant Gnosticism



[image: image6.png]Gnosticism and Marcionism Compared

Gnosticism  Marcionism

O.T.: reinterpret spiritually, | O.T.: interpret literally,
embraced it but rejected it

N.T.: make additions N.T.: eliminate unwanted
(Gospel of Thomas) material

Secret knowledge No secret knowledge
(careful study of Paul)

Highly speculative No interest in speculation

Founded schools Founded churches
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» Led by Montanus, Priscilla &
Maximilla (~156-170 AD)

A,

» Christ returning to Asia Minor
» Considered heretics by church
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[image: image8.png]Some Imperial church
doctrinal controversies

* Mani.......... Christian+Buddhist+Persianideas
* Arius.......... Christ is not deity

* Pelagius..... Man is not born sinful

» Apollinarius. Christ not fully human

» Nestorius.... Christ not unified human/deity

» Eutyches.... Christ was neither human nor
divine, but instead a third kind

And there were others...



[image: image9.png]Denial of “official”
church baptism proved fatal

Emperor Theodosius, in AD 413, issued
an edict against the “anabaptists” — those
who would baptize without official church
authority or denying the validity of infant
baptism - commanding that they should
be put to death.

This was the movement that had no name



[image: image10.png]The Church in the
Roman Empire

East



[image: image11.png]East-West Church Division

* The east-west division in the church began
with the political division of the Roman
Empire, begun administratively in 284 AD,
then totally in 395 AD. There were other
differences as well, including language.

» Relations were strained by the Filioque
Controversy (was the Holy Spirit sent by
the Father or the Father & the Son?
See John 15:26 for the answer).

» Relations were cauterized by the schism
of 1054, when each side (Roman Catholic
& Orthodox) excommunicated the other!



[image: image12.png]Movements within & without

Movements within

Movements without

Monasticism
Scholasticism

Franciscans &
other orders

Papal schism
Calls for reform

Pressures from
Islam & political
domains split the
Orthodox church

» Bogomils

» Paulicians

» Patarines

» Albigensies

* Waldensians

» Lollards

* Hussites

» United Brethren



[image: image13.png]44. A Family Tree of Protestant
Denominational Groups m

* Based on the first man to

§ spark the Reformation,
H g Lutheranism originally
or § was very politically tied

% to specific noblemen &

political entities.

» Luther not only spoke
out against the errors
of Roman Catholicism
he became aware of,
but railed against the
Anabaptists & Jews.

* What he didn’t reject,
he embraced.

Anabaptist




[image: image14.png]4. A Family Tree of Protestant
Denominational Groups

Lutheran

Methodist

Presbyterian

Anabaptist

Reformed
« John Calvin,

who operated out of
politically supportive
Geneva, actually proved
to be the spark for many
more groups than Luther.

Calvin, like Luther, saw
Israel as being replaced
by the church, & so
maintained the continuity
of a legalistic basis for
spiritual development
(compare to Galatians
3:1-3).



[image: image15.png]4. A Family Tree of Protestant
Denominational Groups
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» This offshoot of the

Reformed church was
named because they
rebaptized adult
believers, seeing

no biblical basis

for infant baptism.

Unlike the Lutheran

& Reformed churches,
they sought no political
alliance, so they were
persecuted by Roman
Catholic, Lutheran &
Reformed groups



[image: image16.png]Centuries of Anabaptists

"Were it not that the Baptists+ have been
grievously tormented and cut off with the knife
during the past twelve hundred years, they
would swarm in greater number than all the
Reformers."

- Catholic Cardinal Stanislaus Hosius
(President of the Council of Trent from 1545
to 1564, designated by Pope Paul IV; from
Housius, Letters Apud Opera, pp.112,113;
"The Trail of Blood")

+ Not meaning the group that came in 1612
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» The legal church in

England had been
Roman Catholic, but with
Protestant influences, &
the English channel as
military isolation, Henry
the VIII broke away to
allow an otherwise
‘ilegal’ marriage.

Many elements of
Roman Catholicism
were retained.

The 1611 King James
Bible was Anglican.
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« John Knox

was a

proponent of military

rebellion, if
to achieve

needed,
religious
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beyond Ca

vin, his tutor.
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duced the teachings
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1560.
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» One of several groups
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* Founded as a move-

ment intended to inject
spiritual vitality into the
Anglican church.

John & Charles Wesley
established the church
later in their lives as the
movement grew outside
the bounds of the
Anglican church both in
definition & geography
Methodism influenced by
Arminianism & pietism.



[image: image21.png]A FAMILY TREE OF RELIGIOUS GROUPS

This chart shows
groups by similar
characteristic, but
not necessarily
by historical

development.

Some
| generalizations
= given do not apply
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[image: image23.png]Ephesians 4:11-13

11 And He gave some as apostles,

and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the
saints for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ; 13 until
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
mature man, to the measure of the stature
which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
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