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[image: image3.png]How is this going to happen?

» Facts, graphics, -« Files by email

timelines or Dropbox
& piCtureS . Comparing
» Handouts church history
« Historical & with Scripture
replica samples » Questions

- Discussion



[image: image4.png]» Materialist: History is either «
random & meaningless or  °©
mechanical & meaningless

» Eastern Philosophy /
Religion: Rooted in
reincarnation, history
is repeatedly cyclical

+ Biblical Christianity:
History is linear. ltis -I_/
aimed towards a purpose - __11_
God’s purpose (Eph. 3:11)!




[image: image5.png]Views of Church History:

» Covenant / Reformed View: Israel was
chosen as the People of God in the past, but
God has cut them off entirely, having replaced
Israel with the Church. |srael has no future
! B s

» Dispensational View: Israel was chosen as
the People of God in the past, but God has
temporarily set them aside, creating the

Church as a separate group, but not a
replacement. Israel still has a distinct future

_—




[image: image6.png]What is God’s View?

Romans 11:1-2a, “| say then, God has not
rejected His people, has He? May it never
be! For | too am an Israelite, a descendant
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2
God has not rejected His people whom

He foreknew.” (See also 11:25-31)



[image: image7.png]Jeremiah 32:36,41a

36 Now therefore thus says the

Lord God of Israel...41 | will make

an everlasting covenant with them that

| will not turn away from them, to do them
good...
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[image: image9.png]So Why Study Church History?

» We can better understand why churches
& the world are like they are now.

» \We can avoid repeating past errors of
thought & doctrine & practice vs. Scripture.

* We are encouraged by the testimonies of
those believers who lived in centuries past.

» The amount of history in Scripture implies
that there is value in understanding history.

» The amount of prophecy in Scripture implies
that God is telling us the rest of the [his]story.



[image: image10.png]Church History Timeline:

Acts 2

1 Thes 4

S S—

» Acts 1:8, “...but you
will receive power
when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you;
and you shall be My
withesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria,
and even to the
remotest part of
the earth.”

¢ 1 Thes 4:16-17, “For the

Lord Himself will descend
from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the
archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive and
remain will be caught up
together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall
always be with the Lord.



[image: image11.png]Key Turning Points in Church History

33 — Christ’s death, burial, resurrection &
ascension, then shortly thereafter, Pentecost

96 - Death of John, last living Apostle

312 — Constantine declares Christianity legal
in the Roman Empire

590 - Gregory | becomes Bishop of Rome,
the first to be called “Pope”

1517 - Luther nails 95 theses to Roman
Catholic church door at Wittenberg

1648 - Peace of Westphalia signed, ending
the 30 years war



[image: image12.png]How we will approach church history

* There are two
main approaches
to church history:

» Thetypical ‘vertical’
approachisto move
forward through
time, detailing all of
the people & events
in each segment
of time.

The ‘horizontal’
approach is to
proceed forward
through time
touching upon
events & people
within a theme.

We will take the
horizontal approach
in this elective.



[image: image13.png]Church History Timeline:

33 96 312 590 1517 1648 Present
Apostolic  Imperial Reformation
Early Medieval Abraham Modern

“Christian”
Coin »

:,, - | Lincoln’s
parents’ JF
= Bible» J} &

Gutenberg A
4 Gospel  printing press
of John
fragment
~125 AD  John Wycliffe
V¥ & Bible¥

‘ « Castle
g Church

Wittenberg

Caesarea
Philippi ¥

Forum in

John Nelson
Rome »

Darby »





Holly Hills Bible Church – 27 Church History – July 1, 2012 

Introduction to Church History - Page 1 of 2

